
EACSOF EXPRESSES SERIOUS CONCERN OVER THE REMAND OF
ITS PRESIDENT AND CALLS FOR UPHOLDING REGIONAL

TREATY STANDARDS

The East African Civil Society Organizations’ Forum (EACSOF) acknowledges
the sustained regional solidarity expressed by civil society organizations,
partners, and citizens following the arrest of its President, Dr. Sarah Bireete.
This response underscores a shared concern across the East African
Community regarding the protection of civic actors and the resilience of
constitutional and democratic safeguards when civil society leadership is
subjected to coercive state action.

EACSOF is concerned by the decision of the Buganda Road Chief Magistrate’s
Court to remand Dr. Bireete for twenty days solely to allow the prosecution
time to respond to a bail application in a bailable matter. Prolonged pre-trial
detention in these circumstances raises serious constitutional and institutional
issues and cannot be characterized as a routine procedural measure. Such
deprivation of liberty has implications beyond the immediate case, signalling a
contraction of judicial protection and civic space with direct consequences for
democratic governance and civil society engagement across the region.

While respecting judicial independence, EACSOF notes that extended remand
periods in bailable matters reflect a practice observed in parts of the East
African Community that continues to undermine the right to liberty and the
presumption of innocence. This practice is inconsistent with the obligations of
Partner States under Articles 6(d) and 7(2) of the Treaty for the
Establishment of the East African Community, as well as the African Charter
on Democracy, Elections and Governance (2007), particularly Articles 3, 4,
and 27, which entrench respect for human rights, the rule of law, and political
freedoms. It is further at odds with the African Union Guidelines on Freedom
of Association and Assembly in Africa (2017), which require States to
safeguard civic space and prevent the use of legal or procedural measures
that unduly restrict civil society activity.
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In this context, EACSOF states the following:

1. We urge the Judiciary of Uganda to give immediate effect to the
constitutional right to liberty and the presumption of innocence by
expeditiously hearing and determining Dr. Bireete’s bail application, in
accordance with Uganda’s Constitution and its binding obligations under the
Treaty for the Establishment of the East African Community and the African
Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance.

2. We call upon the responsible authorities to publicly clarify the scope and
application of the Data Protection and Privacy Act and to ensure that its
enforcement does not criminalize, restrict, or deter legitimate civil society
activities, including election observation, voter education, and public-interest
data verification, as protected under regional and continental human rights
frameworks.

3. We call upon civil society organizations, regional networks, and partners
across all East African Community Partner States to act in coordinated and
principled solidarity, as EACSOF intensifies lawful judicial, institutional, and
diplomatic efforts to secure Dr. Bireete’s release and to protect civic space,
democratic participation, and the rule of law across the region.

EACSOF reaffirms its commitment to a peaceful, democratic, and integrated
East Africa founded on respect for the rule of law, human rights, and the
meaningful participation of civil society in public affairs. The protection of civic
actors is essential to credible governance and to the integrity of East African
integration.

Chief Executive Officer
East African Civil Society Organizations’ Forum (EACSOF)


