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Communique for the East Africa Civil Society 
Summit 2024 on Deepening and Strengthening 

Trade, Development, and Democracy in the EAC 
 
Preamble: 
 
We, the citizens of the East African Community Partner States—Tanzania, Kenya, 
Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, South Sudan, and the Democratic Republic of Congo—
comprising civil society actors, media practitioners, legal practitioners, academia, 
youth, women, pastoralists, farmers, and elected representatives, convened in Arusha, 
Tanzania, from June 18th to 21st 2024, for the second annual East African Civil Society 
Summit under the auspices of the East African Civil Society Forum (EACSOF).  
Our theme: "Harnessing Citizens' Potential in Regional Integration Processes: 
Utilizing Technological Advancements to Address Climate Change Challenges and Ensure 
Food Security."  
 
The 2024 Summit gathered 200 CSO actors to chart a path toward harnessing the 
prosperity of our citizens in the region. 
 
Acknowledgements:  
 

a) We acknowledge our unity and common aspirations for trade, development, 
and democracy, recognizing that our desired East Africa is attainable through 
meaningful participation. 

b) We recognize the achievements of the community over the past twenty five 
years in uniting and integrating the East African region. 
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Resolutions: 
 
Citizen Participation in Regional Integration 
 

a) Protect and enhance civic space for citizen participation in governance to 
strengthen the synergy between EAC Organs and civil society organizations. 

b) Promote meaningful, inclusive and impactful engagement of civil society 
actors and citizens, in democracy and regional integration processes. 

c) Strengthen connections at the grassroot level to ensure continuity of work 
even when CSOs face challenges.  

d) Promote transparency and accountability within CSOs to attract and maintain 
consistent funding and enhance collaboration and coordination of interest 
groups. 

Climate Change and Food Security  
a) Enhance our capacity to use research and data for climate awareness and 

sustainable agricultural production  
b) Promote the use of early warning systems to improve farming practices and 

ensure food security across the region. 
c) Support innovative, locally-led initiatives for climate change adaptation and 

mitigation inspired by traditional knowledge. 
d) Harness the potential of evolving technology to support agricultural 

production. 
 
Harnessing Technology for Democracy and Development 

a) Utilize digital spaces (e.g., social media) for engagement, enabling a broad 
spectrum of people to engage, coordinate, and mobilize. 

b) Promote and advocate for implementation of the ICT protocol  
 
Trade and Investment 

a) Remove non-tariff barriers that constrain cross-border trade between East 
African Community member states. 

 
Promoting and Protecting Electoral Democracy 

a) Commit to the universal ratification and domestication of the African Charter 
on Democracy, Elections, and Governance without further delay. 

b) Ensure all member states provide the East African Court of Justice with explicit 
human rights jurisdiction as required under Article 27(2) of the EAC Treaty. 

c) Commit to the universal ratification and domestication of the African Charter 
on Democracy, Elections, and Governance without further delay. 
 

Promoting and Protecting Traditional Culture and Knowledge 
a) Protect and promote positive cultural and traditional knowledge and practices, 

ensuring that beneficial cultural norms are maintained. 
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b) Promote regional cultural festivals and establish institutions to protect our 
culture  

c) Promote intergenerational exchanges to enhance understanding of our culture  
 
Children's Rights and Participation in Regional Integration 

a) To strengthen compliance with existing international and regional obligations 

like the UNCRC, ACRWC, OPAc and reaffirm commitment to children’s 

rights ahead of the review of the UNCRC in 2025. 

b) Advocate for comprehensive education programs that integrate SRHR 
information and skills, empowering young people and promoting gender 
equality. 

c) Implement regional and continental digital space policies in order to guarantee 
East African Children safe access to digital platforms.  

d) To lead by example in the context of the AU theme: year of education by 
promoting access to quality education for all  

e) To advocate for the adoption and implementation of the Safe Schools 
Declaration in EAC partner States  

 
Youth Participation in Regional Integration 

a) Harness opportunities for young people to drive innovation in regional 
integration efforts. 

b) Protect youth from profiling and alienation from national and regional 
development processes. 

 
Health 

a) Commit to improving health services and accessibility across the region. 
b)  Institute policies to limit industrially produced Trans Fat Acids (iTFA) to not 

more than 2% in the food supply in East Africa so as to reduce the risk of 
contracting Cardiovascular Disease 

 

Calls to Action: 
 
EAC Recommendations: 
 

a) Revitalize the Annual Secretary General's Forum and Regional Dialogue 
Committee. 

b) Allocate adequate budgets to finance civil society engagement and the 
Consultative Dialogue framework. 

c) Use the AU Model Law on the Protection of Cultural Property and Heritage to 
draft a regional traditional culture Bill. 

d) Urgently address current challenges and barriers to trade, including Non-Tariff 
Barriers (NTBs) and the negotiation of Free Trade Agreements (FTAs). 

e) Revise Article 119 (c) of the EAC Treaty to promote trade in cultural goods and 
services. 
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f) Maintain consistent channels for dialogue with civil society on democratic 
governance. 

g) Embrace digital platforms for public participation and information 
dissemination. 

h) Undertake deliberate efforts to accelerate meaningful child and youth 
participation in the regional processes.  

i) To stimulate intersectoral climate action through research to visiblilize the 
impacts of Climate change on the nutrition of children and women of 
reproductive age among vulnerable population in EAC 

 
National Governments: 
 

a) Resource EAC organs adequately and prioritize citizen engagement. 
b) Promote digital literacy and enforce cybersecurity policies  
c) Advance a rights-respecting digital ecosystem and robust data protection 

regulations. 
d) Recognize the role of culture and traditional knowledge, promoting intangible 

knowledge preservation. 
e) Commit to the ratification and domestication of the African Charter on 

Democracy, Elections, and Governance. 
f) Embrace technology to improve electoral and democratic processes. 
g) Fulfill financial commitments to the East African Community. 
h) Implement and adapt the Safe Schools Declaration and enhance access to 

inclusive quality education in line with the AU theme of the year of Education 
i) Develop and implement an EAC draft Protocol on Good Governance. 

 
EACSOF: 

a) To monitor the status of civic space and develop activity and implementation 
trackers  

b) Establish awards recognizing excellence in citizen engagement in the region 
c) Advocate for the development of a CSO Bill. 
d) Track and evaluate the implementation of summit recommendations. 

 
Citizens and NGOs: 
 

a) Design programs to improve digital literacy, promote online safety and combat 
digital vices. 

b) Advocate for digital rights policies addressing the ethical use of AI and 
emerging technologies. 

c) Advocate for stronger legal protections of civic liberties 
d) Utilize digital technology for civic engagement and service delivery. 
e) Raise awareness on climate change and adaptation to the citizens in the 

language they understand.  

f) Engage in promotion of positive aspects of culture  

g) Build coalitions and diversify resource bases. 
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Development Partners: 
 

a) Continue support for regional integration and development initiatives. 
b) Support engagement and participation of CSOS in the annual CSO summit 

 
This communique reflects our collective commitment to strengthening trade, 
development, and democracy in East Africa. We call upon all stakeholders to act on 
these resolutions for the prosperity and unity of our region. 

 


