
The Pre-AU Summit Side event: Signing, Ratification, Implementation and Reporting of the 

ACDEG & Official Launch of the Continental Citizen Report. February 6th-7th 2020. 

EACSOF was among the CSOs to that participated in the Pre-AU summit side event in Addis in 

February 2020, that was organised by the Africa we want project management team. The CSOs 

present in this side event, engaged and dialogue amongst themselves and policy makers as well 

as with other stakeholders and shared ideas and perspectives on the political economy of 

governance failures in the continent with a view to carve sustainable solutions. More 

importantly, the side event provided an opportunity to the CSOs to share ideas and information 

on the challenges of shrinking political space and its linkages with governance failures in the 

continent. The side event ended up with a key message to the Heads of State and Governments. 

With the AU theme for 2020 being "Silencing the Guns by 2020”, the talk about the nexus 

between the rise in arms trade and conflict and governance failures in the continent was 

inevitable in the side event and how useful the ACDEG could be used to curb the ugly scenario. 

In this side event, the AU-AGA department was represented during the opening ceremony and 

committed to keep working with the CSOs closely so as to keep Advocating to governments the 

importance of preserving Democracy and Governance within their partner states, and 

establishing firm Governance institutions. More so, a representative from the European 

Commission was present and committed to continue to provide support to the Civil Society in 

the African continent so as to enable them to carry on their Advocacy work across the continent. 

Objectives and expected outcomes 

The main objectives of the side event were: 

 To dialogue and bridge the gap between policy makers and CSOs so that we can have a 

common understanding on the low level of implementation of the ACDEG 

 To develop key messages and recommendations for the Heads of State and governments 

and other stakeholders on how to fast track the implementation process of the ACDEG 

 To dialogue and reflect on the nexus between armed conflict and governance failures, 

and how ACDEG can counter this. 

 To develop strategies on how to counter the challenges of shrinking political space for 

civil society. 

Way forward; 



 The AU-AGA Political Affairs Department agreed and committed to continuous 

engagements with the Africa we Want Project Team so as to ensure the implementation 

of ACDEG in the African States. 

 The EU mentioned that there were ongoing discussions on the NO COST EXTENSION 

period of the Africa we want Project and indicated to communicate through Action Aid 

Denmark, once the discussions have been agreed upon.  

 It was agreed that the Afrobarometer team finalizes the pending collection of Country 

citizen Reports by end of March and share a fully compiled Report that is to be launched.  

 

 

 


