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FORWARD FORM EACSOF PRESIDENT 

Going forward in 2020, EACSOF will examines why the numerous declarations by EAC 
Heads of Governments in support of civil society organization (CSO) participation in the 

regional integration process have not resulted in any tangible, real involvement of CSOs 
in the institutions and mechanisms of EAC. To answer this “why” question, EACSOF will 

position itself above and beyond the obvious challenges of providing the necessary 
framework and capacity building for CSO participation in the EAC integration process, the 

current lack of real and substantive inclusion is rooted in the structure of a representative 

democratic framework with limited consideration for the principles of a participatory 
model of democracy. While the stated commitment (rhetoric) of Heads of Governments 

to CSO participation is clear, the tangible manifestations (reality) of those statements are 
lacking, including a framework for participation and capacity building mechanisms for 

CSOs. This is in keeping with the representative model of democracy, which is 

characterized by engagement limited to the protective function, and that, subjected to 
functional and instrumental usage, when amicable and none-threatening of economic 

and political status quo. This limited engagement precludes the region’s integration 
mission from the educative, integrative, and developmental benefits accessible through 

civil society participation. In 2020 EACSOF will focus its efforts in resource mobilizations 

towards Civil Space issues, fast track the integration of East African communities through 
targeted support to cross-border trading, civil societies, business communities and 

citizens, develop the capacity of the Civil Societies to respond to emerging challenges to 
governance and trade, among other areas, promote rule of law, good governance and 

human rights through strategic litigation at the East African Court of Justice and through 
capacity building initiatives to members and communities-based organizations, support 

EAC institutions of EALA, EACJ and the Secretariat, and the Apex bodies in developing 

tools aimed at realizing the EAC integration. 
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Executive Summary 

2018 has been a great success for EACSOF, despite funding challenges EACSOF undertook key 

initiatives with the aim of providing an inclusive platform for civil society to promote good policies 

and democratic governance for the wellbeing of East Africans.  In regards to citizens 
empowerment:  EACSOF Attended the 6th SG’s forum that took place in Nairobi-Kenya and the 

outcomes of the meeting where propitious and closer working alliances with the East Africa 
Community and improvement on the implementation of the Recommendations from the forum 

through a direct follow up from the Secretary General’s office. Furthermore, EACSOF recently 

issued a strong Statement that was widely shared across the East Africa region through writing a 
Petition to the East Africa Legislative Assembly (EALA) on the “Matters of Crucial Importance of 

the Community”. Agriculture, Natural Resources Environmental Protection and Climate Change 
is a crucial priority in EAC. EACSOF together with the East and Southern Small-Scale Farmers 

(ESSAF) pursued the East Africa Legislative Assembly in increment of 10% budget allocation on 

agriculture. 

EACSOF also strived to ensure citizen centered policy development and implementation at 
national and regional levels; through its thematic area on Good Governance and Democracy: 

EACSOF to date still has an ongoing case at the EACJ on Constitutionalism in Burundi and we 

finally had a decision from the Court of Appeal where the case was referred back to the first 
instance Division and we currently await the decision from the first Instance division that is to be 

pronounced before the end of year 2019. Furthermore, EACSOF managed to carry out and still is 
carrying out the various Activities from the Africa we want Project on: “Mobilizing the CSOs into 

support for the Implementation of the African Charter on Elections, Democracy and Governance 
(ACDEG)” Social Economic Justice: EACSOF was among the participants who managed to attend 

a workshop prepared by SEATINI in partnership with Haki Madini Tanzania and with support from 

Diakonia Africa Economic Justice Program and Both ENDS that convened a consultative meeting 
for CSOs in Tanzania and key government officials to discuss strategies towards the review of the 
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Tanzania-Netherlands BIT. This meeting provided an initial consultative platform for engagement 

between CSOs and the government (Ministry of Industry, Trade and Investment and the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation) who discussed and agreed on the contentious areas for 

consideration and notification of the Netherlands government of Tanzania’s interest to 
renegotiate the agreement.  

EACSOF strived to reinforce Institutional Development by keeping a dedicated EACSOF 
Secretariat Team of 5 professional persons, Improved communication through an upgraded 

website and increased its membership to 70 after 4 NGOs from South Sudan, Burundi, Tanzania 
and Uganda applied membership to EACSOF. In regard to sustainability, EACSOF has been 

receiving some funds from the European Union through the new The Africa we want project to 

carry out Advocacy activities for the Signing, ratification and Implementation of the ACDEG in 
two main countries in EAC region that is Uganda and Tanzania. And currently new funding from 

Oxfam to carry out Activities on Civic Space operating environment in the East Africa region. 

In the year 2018, EACSOF efficiently and effectively utilized the resources available to achieve key 

programmes and activities from the Limited Resources available. Going forward in 2020, EACSOF 
is heading towards the final phase of the Africa we want Project, and we are also looking forward 

to carry on with the new partnership with Oxfam that is to last for a year before the phase out. 
We are also glad of the new partnership with the AU civil society, the ECOSSOC and plan on 

engaging into discovering better opportunities for EACSOF at the AU level. More so, we are also 

very much looking forward to keep working together with the new Task force working on the 
Bilateral Investment Treaty, and also the new Alliances with the Civil Society Group advocating 

for Fiscal Justice in the EAC region. 
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Background  

The East African Civil Society Organizations’ Forum, (EACSOF), was founded in 2007 as an 
autonomous umbrella body of Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and civil society 
organizations, (CSOs), in East Africa. Since its founding, EACSOF has been working to strengthen 
the institutionalization of the relationship between East African CSOs and the Community, (EAC). 
It also works to build a critical mass of knowledgeable and empowered civil society in the East 
African region, in order to foster their confidence and capacity in articulating grassroots needs 
and interests in the East African Integration Process. It also works to ensure that East African 
citizens and their organizations work together to play a more effective role in the integration 
process through building stronger citizen organizations that respond to citizens needs and hold 
duty bearers to account.  

EACSOF vision “An integrated community in which Citizens fully participate in all processes that 
affect their lives” and Mission “To provide an inclusive platform for Civil society to promote good 
policies and democratic governance for the wellbeing of East Africans” statements and are 
further reflected in the goals and objectives. EACSOF’s work is aligned to its Strategic Plan 2016-
2020, which focuses on the following programming components: Citizen Empowerment, Policy 
engagement and Institutional Development with the main objectives to: 

 Strengthen the citizens’ civic competence and confidence by enabling citizens to know 
their rights and obligations and to support them to organize in effective CSO as well as 
national platforms through which they would be able to assert those rights. 

 Ensure Citizen Centered Policy Development and Implementation at National and 
Regional Levels in regards to Democratic Governance; Human Rights Peace and Security; 
Social and Economic Justice; Agriculture, Natural Resources, Environmental Protection 
and Climate Change; Science and Technology. 

 Support EACSOF’s Institutional Capacity building at national and regional level. 
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EACSOF also pursues and monitors EAC performance on the key SDGs indicators that resonate 
with its work while also mainstreaming gender equity and equality. 

By championing the above aspects, EACSOF aims to strengthen its position and relevance in the 
EAC integration process. As a core aspect of its work EACSOF focuses on empowerment of the 
citizens by building their civic confidence and competencies to demand for their rights, grow into 
a strong and efficient regional network of national platforms that promotes timely and effective 
vertical and horizontal communication and information sharing.  

PROGRAMMING COMPONENT 1:CITIZENS EMPOWERMENT 

OVERALL OBJECTIVE: STRENGTHEN THE CITIZENS’ CIVIC COMPETENCE AND CONFIDENCE. 

The focus of this Programme component is to enable the citizens to know their rights and 
obligations and to support them to organize in effective CSOs as well as national platforms 
through which they would be able to assert those rights. EACSOF Key interventions under this 
area include:  Setting up Effective Dialogue Platforms at National and Regional level; supporting 
citizens to understand their civic rights; Build citizens’ confidence to organize and engage other 
stakeholders; creating awareness about the EAC integration process and Channeling EAC 
Dialogue Platforms perspectives into other relevant continental and global processes. 

 

THEMATIC AREA 1: DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE 

INTERVENTION: ANNUAL SECRETARY GENERAL FORUM 

 
DESIRED OUTCOME: To Influence Citizen Centered EAC Policies  
 
ACHIEVEMENT: EACSOF Participates in the 6th Annual Secretary General’s forum in Nairobi 
Kenya in 2018; EACSOF was chosen as the current chair for the Regional Dialogue Committee 
(RDC). 
EACSOF participated in the 6thEAC Annual Secretary General’s Forum under the theme: 

‘’Strategizing for Impact: People-centered and Market-driven Integration’’. The 6th Secretary 

General’s Forum was held at Crowne Plaza Hotel, Nairobi, Kenya from 23rd to 24th July, 2018. The 

overall objective of the Forum was to provide a platform for the Private sector, Civil Society and 

other Interest groups to review the progress in the dialogue process and its impact in the 

integration process. The different Dialogue Parties were accorded an opportunity to take stock, 
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evaluate and strategize the implementation process of the CDF with a view of realizing the 

people-centered and market-driven integration.  

This Forum was specifically dedicated to assessing the impact of the Consultative Dialogue 

Framework projects and programmes, reviewing the responsiveness of the current structures 

and devising a mechanism for sustainability of the Dialogue Frame work. Additionally, the forum 

was expected to identify any bottlenecks impeding to the realization of the CDF aspirations, goals 

and objectives and propose ways of overcoming them. 

 

Outcomes of the 6th SG’s Forum 

Given its unique nature, the 6th SG’s Forum moved away from making recommendations. Instead 

all concerned parties made commitments based on what was expected from their mandate. A 

total of 25 commitments were made at different levels as detailed below. 

a. Commitments at National level 

Ministries of EAC Affairs commit to: 

i. Strengthen awareness and positive publicity with the media houses, national arts and 

creative industries and utilize the EALA and EACJ national chapters in sensitization efforts;  

ii. Invite EACJ to make presentations on the mandate, roles and other court processes for 

awareness creation; 

iii. Convene Annual National Dialogue Forums before the regional SG forum; 

iv. Enhance involvement of local governments in Partner States to cascade integration agenda 

to the population in collaboration with Dialogue Parties  

v. Implement the EAC Youth Policy and its action plan to harness the potential of the youth in 

the EAC Integration process; 

 

Dialogue Parties commit to: 

i. Strengthen intra-dialogue and use all available means and structures to take Integration 

to the grassroots; 
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ii. Implement activities that promote sharing of good practices at national, regional and 

international level for improved performance and explore possibilities of involving the 

rural communities and other beneficiaries in the EAC integration agenda; 

iii. Utilize innovative ways of disseminating information and sensitizing citizens on the EAC 

integration; 

iv. Create a functional relationship with National EALA Chapters and National Parliaments on 

the implementation of the CDF.  

b. Commitments at Regional level 

Apex Bodies committed to: 

i. Mainstream the Consultative Dialogue Framework in their workplans and budgets; 

ii. Enhance intra Apex body dialogue and cooperation in the implementation of projects 

and programmes of the CDF; 

iii. Develop a scorecard to monitor the implementation of the CDF and report to the Annual 

SG Forum; 

iv. Provide input and propose appropriate solutions to address the declining intra-EAC 

trade; 

EAC Secretariat committed to: 

i. Mainstream the Consultative Dialogue Framework in the resource mobilization efforts of 

the EAC and finalize the draft CDF Resource Mobilization Strategy to facilitate joint 

resourcing of the dialogue process; 

ii. Establish a desk responsible for the implementation of the programmes and projects of 

the CDF in the Secretary General’s Office and allocate adequate human and financial 

resources each financial year; 

iii.  Report on “the State of EAC Integration” at the annual SG Forum;   

iv.  Review the recommendations from the previous SG’s Fora, in collaboration with 

dialogue parties, categories the unimplemented recommendations into sectoral clusters 

and distribute to the dialogue partners for implementation and follow up;  

v. Institutionalize the National Dialogue Process as an Agenda item for consideration by the 

Sectoral Council of Ministers responsible for EAC Affairs and Planning;  
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vi. Work with EALA to raise awareness on the CDF process at both regional and national 

levels and encourage EALA Members to create the necessary linkages with the National 

Parliaments to champion the CDF at national level;  

vii. Support the establishment of the National dialogue process in the Republic of South 

Sudan;  

viii. Explore the possibility of developing a regional framework under the EAC Treaty (Article 

127(4), 129(2) to facilitate hosting and registration of Regional Bodies; 

ix. Involve dialogue parties to participate in the EAC pre-budget conference; 

 

 

INTERVENTION: CONSTITUTIONALISM 

DESIRED OUTCOME:  Governance and Democracy Prevail in East Africa. 

ACHIEVEMENT: EACSOF engaged PALU to file an Appeal at the East African Court of Justice 
(EACJ) on Burundi Crisis, whereas the Appeal was Struck out on directions to apply the case in 
First Division Court for hearing and Judgement. 

Overview 

Upon the court’s ruling at first Division, EACSOF in partnership with PALU as the legal councils 
representing EACSOF in this case filed an appeal at the EACJ, on the following grounds:  

1. That the Honourable Learned Judges of the First Instance Division of the Court erred in 
law by disavowing themselves of jurisdiction expressly donated to them by the Treaty for 
the Establishment of the East African Community (the Treaty), to wit jurisdiction to review 
any Decision of any Court (or indeed of any organ or institution) of a Partner State on the 
basis that it is unlawful or a violation of the Treaty. 

2. That the Honourable Learned Judges of the First Instance Division of the Court erred in 
law and committed a procedural irregularity by incorrectly reframing the Appellant’s 
Application for the said Court to revise, review or quash the impugned decision of the 
Constitutional Court of Burundi in Case Number RCCB 303 delivered in 5th May 2015, 
which Application was premised on the basis that the impugned decision was, inter alia, 
unlawful or a violation of the Treaty, as if the Applicant had merely appealed or applied 
for review on the sole basis of the municipal law of the 1st Respondent State. 

3. That the Honourable Learned Judges of the First Instance Division of the Court erred in 
law by failing to follow the precedent that the Court had set in Reference No. 7 of 2013: 
Burundi Journalists’ Union (BJU) versus Attorney General of Burundi and Another, or, in 
the alternative, that the Honourable Learned Judges of the First Instance Division of the 
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Court erred in law by failing to sufficiently distinguish the latter case (Reference No. 7 of 
2013) from the instant case (Reference No. 2 of 2015). 

4. That the Honourable Learned Judges of the First Instance Division of the Court erred in 
law by failing to acknowledge that there were compelling reasons which motivated the 
Appellant to seek to enjoin the 3rd Respondent [The Secretary General of the East African 
Community] as a party to the proceedings in his own right. 

5. That the Honourable Learned Judges of the First Instance Division of the Court erred in 
law and committed a procedural irregularity by declaring that there was no cause of 
action against the 3rd Respondent [The Secretary General of the East African 
Community].  

 
 

 
The Appellant proposes to seek the following Orders from the Court: -  
1. The Appellate Division of the East African Court of Justice (EACJ) reverses the above-

mentioned (parts of the) decision of the First Instance Division of the Court; 
2. The Appellate Division of the East African Court of Justice (EACJ) reverts the above-mentioned 

(parts of the) decision to the First Instance Division of the Court for a decision on the merits; 
3. In the alternative, the Appellate Division of the East African Court of Justice (EACJ)to make 

the following Declarations and Orders against the Respondents:  
a. A DECLARATION that the Decision of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of 

Burundi in Case Number RCCB 303 delivered on 5 May 2015 violated the letter and 
spirit of the Arusha Peace and Reconciliation Agreement for Burundi, 2000 (the 
Arusha Accord) and in particular Article 7(3) of Protocol II to the Arusha Accord and 
the Constitution of Burundi; 

b. A DECLARATION that, by reason of the aforesaid breach of the Arusha Accord and the 
Constitution of Burundi, the decision of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of 
Burundi in Case Number RCCB 303 delivered on 5 May 2015 equally violated Articles 
5(3)(f), 6(d), 7(2), 8(1)(a) and (c) and 8(5) the Treaty for the Establishment of the East 
African Community (the EAC Treaty); 

c. A DECLARATION that the decision of the CNDD-FDD political party to nominate or put 
forward Mr. Pierre Nkurunziza as a candidate for election to the office of the 
Presidency in the Republic of Burundi violated the Arusha Accord and the Burundi 
Constitution aforesaid and is unlawful and a violation of the EAC Treaty; 

d. A DECLARATION that any decrees, decisions or orders of the 2nd Respondent (the 
CENI) of the Republic of Burundi for the purposes of organizing or supervising 
Presidential elections in 2015 in which Mr. Pierre Nkurunziza was candidate for the 
Office of the President of Burundi were, are and shall be considered incompatible with 
the Arusha Accord and the Constitution of Burundi and, therefore, unlawful and a 
violation of the EAC Treaty; 
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e. AN ORDER setting to quash and set aside the decision of the Constitutional Court of 
the Republic of Burundi in Case Number RCCB 303 delivered on 5 May 2015; 

f. AN ORDER directing the 3rd Respondent (the EAC Secretary General) to constitute and 
give immediate effect to the judgment of the First Instance Division of this Honorable 
Court in Reference No. 1 of 2014 (East Africa Law Society versus the Attorney General 
of Burundi and the Secretary General of the East African Community), and to advise 
the Summit of Heads of State and Government of the East African Community (EAC) 
on whether the Republic of Burundi should be suspended or expelled from the East 
African Community under Articles 29, 67, 71, 143, 146 and 147 of the EAC Treaty.  

g. AN ORDER directing the 1st and 3rd Respondents to appear and file before this 
Honorable Court not later than 14 days from the date of any decisions or orders that 
the Court may make, a progress report on remedial mechanisms and steps taken 
towards the implementation of the Orders issued by this Honorable Court.  

h. AN ORDER that the costs of and incidental to this Reference be met by the 
Respondents.  

Following the decision from the Appellate Division on 20th November 2018, whereas, the court 
ruled that; 

a) Having found that the trial court erred in not proceeding to hear the Reference on its 
merits we hear by order that this matter be reverted to the Trial Court to be heard on its 
merits and to determine whether or not the implunged decision of the Constitutional 
Court of Burundi was in violation of Articles 5(3)(f), 6(d). 7(2). 8(1)(a) and (c) and 8(5) of 
the EAC Treaty. 

b) Having further found that there is no cause of action against the Secretary General of the 
East African Community (as third Respondent). We strike him out as a part to this case.  

c) As to costs, we agree with the finding of the Trial Court that this case was brought in the 
public interest and so each part should bear its own cost. 

Whereas, after the mention of this judgement from court of Appeal, the case reverted the 
Reference back to Trial Court to be heard on its merits, the Court scheduled the Reference for 

mention. The mention was on 20 November 2018 and it was agreed that both parties would file 

fresh submissions but not file new evidence, to be first heard on January 2019 and a rejoinder on 
February 2019. We now await the First Division Ruling that is scheduled for the 3rd December 

2019. 
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THE “AFRICA WE WANT” PROJECT ON MOBILIZING THE CSOs IN SUPPORT OF AGA ON THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AFRICAN CHARTER ON ELECTIONS, DEMOCRACY AND GOVERNANCE 
(ACDEG). 

Brief Summary of 2018 Activities 

The Second Year of the Project was a success, we managed to carry out most of our Project 
Activities within the Second Year despite some challenges such as fund disbursement delays, we 
still managed to carry out a number of activities and also attend to all cross-cutting activities that 
were scheduled during the year. More so in the second Year we managed to link closely with 
Government officials much closer at the National level, where we learned in Uganda, the Speaker 
of the Parliament expressed the political will to have the Charter discussed in the National 
Parliament. On the other hand, in Tanzania, we managed to schedule a meeting with the Deputy 
Foreign Affairs Minister, were able to understand the status on the Charter not being signed and 
Ratified to date. 

At the East African Region level, we managed to create close links and work with the Department 
of Political Affairs and also through this department we managed to work with the East African 
Legislative Assembly (EALA), where we carried a capacity building session to the EALA committee 
of Regional Affairs and Conflict Resolution (RACR) and the Committees of Legal, Rules and 
Privileges (LPR), whereas we lobbied for champions to discuss the Charter in the EALA parliament. 

More so, the continuous engagements with the Youth has also been of much merit to the 
achievement of the project objectives. In regard to the youth engagement we managed to 
arrange a youth Caravan from all EAC partner States and assembled all the youth in Arusha where 
they held an EAC Youth Parliamentary Session and presented a petition to the Speaker. 

Planned project Activities: 

  Regional CSO Capacity building Training in May 2018 
 CSO Training in Uganda in partnership with Action Aid Uganda in August 2018 
 CSO Training in Tanzania in Partnership with Action Aid Tanzania in December 2018 
 CSOs Networks Strategic Planning and Coordination at national and regional level 
 Organized the National Youth Assembly in April 2019 

 
At the EAC level: 

 Meeting with the EALA Committee 
 Meeting with the EAC Political Affairs Department 
 Holding the First and Second East Africa Youth Parliament in November 2018 and 2019. 
 Open House Presentation to EALA on ACDEG 
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 Meeting with the Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister, Dr. Damas Ndumbaro at his office in 
Dodoma to discuss on ACDEG implementation Status in Tanzania. 

The AU level: 

 Engagements with the AU Department of Political Affairs. 
 PRC engagements 
 Carry out of a side Event during the 63rd Ordinary Session of the Commission on Human 

and People’s Rights of the AU in Gambia 2018. 

 

EACSOF WRITES A PETITION TO THE EAST AFRICA LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (EALA) ON MATTERS 
OF CRUCIAL IMPORTANCE OF THE COMMUNITY 

DESIRED OUTCOMES; Hold the East African Community to their EAC Treaty Obligations 

ACHIEVEMENT: EACSOF presented the Petition that was discussed in the Parliament resulting 
to some Partner State Members adhering to their financial obligation by submitting Annual 
Contribution to EAC. 

EACSOF has been constantly following up the integration process of the EAC, with particular 
interest of observing the implementation of the EAC Treaty, Protocols, Laws developed in EALA 
as well as Policies, Strategies, Plans and Programs. To that end, EACSOF developed keen concern 
on areas that need to be considered by EALA, which are: 

i. The implementation of the budget of the EAC after being passed by EALA and assented 
by the Summit. 

ii. Implementation of the Customs Union and Common Market Protocols with specific focus 
on implementation of Article 24 of the Customs Union Protocol. 

To these matters arising within the East Africa Community, EACSOF presented the following 
Prayers to the Legislative Assembly for considerations; 
 

i. To engage the Council of Ministers to recommend to the Summit to invoke article 143 
and 146 on Partner States that have met the criteria of activation of that particular article. 
EACSOF is considering to file a legal suit with EACJ on interpretation of Article 143 of the 
Treaty, and why it has not been invoked in such circumstances that are detrimental to 
EAC. EACSOF is anticipating appropriate action by EALA that would resolve the matter. 
 

ii. To engage the Council of Ministers to abolish the 0% budget increase stance for EAC. 
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iii. To put the Council on notice that implementation of Article 24 of the Customs Union 
Protocol is 15 years overdue. EACSOF is considering filing a litigation in the EACJ on this 
matter, as it affects East Africans. 
 

iv. To put a question to the Honourable Member of the Council from The United Republic of 
Tanzania as to why The Host Partner State which is also a pioneering Partner State did not 
clear the 2018/19 contribution (89%) and that until the First Quarter of 2019/20, no 
remittance has been made?  and whether that does not display commitment and 
leadership? 
 

v. To put a question to the Honourable Member of the Council from The Republic of Kenya 
as to why The Pioneering Partner State did not clear the 2018/19 contribution (98%) and 
that until the First Quarter of 2019/20, no remittance has been made?  and whether that 
does not display commitment and leadership? 
 

vi. To put a question to the Council, why is it that at the end of the 1st Quarter it is only 
Rwanda and Uganda that have remitted for 2019/20, does that mean the others are not 
committed? 
 

vii. To put a question to the Chair of the Council of Ministers what actions is the Council 
contemplating to take on the Republic of South Sudan, that many stakeholders view as a 
staunch defaulter. 
 

viii. To put a question to the Secretary General (as an Ex Officio Member of EALA), what action 
has his office taken with regards to remittances and implementation of Article 24 of the 
Customs Union Protocol; and why has he not made any public statement with regards to   
those two matters. Hence the Presentation of the Matter in the East Africa Legislative 
Assembly for further considerations and Actions to be taken. 

 
 

THEMATIC AREA 2: AGRICULTURE, NATURAL RESOURCES, ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND 
CLIMATIC CHANGE. 

 

DESIRED OUTCOME: ESSAF presents a Petition to EALA on request to increment of 10% budget 
allocation on agriculture within each East African Partner State. 
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ACHIEVEMENT: The Petition was received, discussed and Passed by EALA and presented to the 

Council of Ministers and awaits  

The Eastern and Southern African  Association of Farmers (ESSAF), together with EACSOF and 
other Civil society organizations, Petitioned the East Africa Legislative Assembly on the increment 

of 10% budget allocation on agriculture within every East African Partner State. The Farmers 

Association collected Signatures all over the Region from small scale farmers on the Petition 
within the partner States who support the 10% increment budget in Agriculture Sector.   

We had the opportunity to attend the EALA session as guests of the parliament where the 

Petition was discussed and passed by the Assembly to be presented to the Ministerial Council for 

final adoption and signing during the Heads of State Summit. 

 

THEMATIC AREA 3: SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE 

INTERVENTION: THE FUTURE OF INDUSTRIALIZATION AND STRUCTURAL 
TRANSFORMATION IN THE EAC IN THE CONTEXT OF TRADE POLICIES AND 
AGREEMENTS. 

DESIRED OUTCOMES: Build awareness among strategic stakeholders on the issues at stake and 
potential outcomes of the CFTA negotiations and related processes,  

ACHIEVEMENT: SEATINI, HakiMadini and EACSOF successfully manage to Advocate for the 
Termination of a Bilateral Investment Treaty between Tanzania and Netherlands.   

EACSOF was among the participants who managed to attend a workshop prepared by SEATINI in 
partnership with HakiMadini Tanzania and with support from Diakonia Africa Economic Justice Program 
and Both ENDS that convened a consultative meeting for CSOs in Tanzania and key government officials 
to discuss strategies towards the review of the Tanzania-Netherlands BIT. This meeting provided an initial 
consultative platform for engagement between CSOs and the government (Ministry of Industry, Trade 
and Investment and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation) who discussed and agreed on the 
contentious areas for consideration and notification of the Netherlands government of Tanzania’s interest 
to renegotiate the agreement.  

Outcomes;  
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The CSOs, Trade Unions, private sector and the legal Councils in support from Both ends and Rosa 
Luxemburg agreed to form a working coalition that will work on analyzing the Bilateral Investments 
Treaties (BITs) signed by Tanzania so far and the legal remedy provided by these BITs in case of breach of 
contract by either party. 

 

Achievements 

As a result of the coalition formation, the coalition immediately raised a flag on the Agreement for 
Encouragement and Reciprocal Promotion and Protection of investments is a BIT between the United 
Republic of Tanzania and the Kingdom of Netherlands which was signed in 2001 and came into force on 
1st April 2004 for a period of 15 years. The agreement, under Article 14, provides that it shall enter into 
force on the first day of the second month following the date on which the Contracting Parties have 
notified each other in writing that their constitutionally required procedures have been complied with, 
and shall remain in force for a period of fifteen years. It further provides that unless notice of termination 
or review has been given by at least one of the Contracting Parties at least six months before the date of 
the expiry of its validity, the present Agreement shall be extended tacitly for another period of ten years.   

In so doing, the coalition managed to engage with the Attorney General of Tanzania and it was agreed 
that there is need to review this agreement given a number of issues many of which emanate from its 
provisions. Some of these issues include the fact that the agreement like other agreements that Tanzania 
has signed over the years contains gaps in as far as the development interests of the country are 
concerned. Civil society argued that the agreement remains silent on issues of human rights, gender and 
environment and threatens to narrow the policy space of the Tanzanian government to regulate FDI and 
pursue development goals. They have also argued that it does not make provision for performance 
requirements or local content promotion. As a result of raising this issue to the office of the Attorney 
General, the Attorney General recommend to the government of Tanzania to terminate the Treaty until 
further review of this Treaty are conducted so as to negotiate a fresh with the Dutch Government. 

This being the first Achievement this coalition attained, they then moved forward to institutionalizing the 
coalition with the main coordinator HakiMadini (who is an EACSOF member), and formally singing of legal 
Memorandum of Understanding amongst the coalition members to work together and review all BITs 
signed by Tanzania as one of the recommendations from the Attorney General of Tanzania. 

 

 

INTERVENTION: EACSOF ENGAGEMENT ON FISCAL JUSTICE 
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DESIRED OUTCOMES; The Achievement of Prudent Fiscal management for EAC economic 
integration through mobilizing for ownership and participation of Non-State Actors in public 
Finance Management (PFM) for EAC integration; 

ACHIEVEMENT: EACSOF as part of a working coalition with the Civil Society for Budget 
Advocacy Group working on Fiscal Justice, Economic and Trade Policies and Citizen 
engagement. 

EACSOF is part of a Civil Society Coalition that was formed on 28th March 2019 to engage with 
the East African Community on issues of Fiscal Justice through mobilizing the ownership and 
participation of Non-State Actors in public Finance Management to foster integration within the 
EAC region. The coalition aims at constructively influence EAC institutions and structures for EAC 
integration Policy Agenda, and also engage with the EAC institutions and MEACAS towards the 
implementation of key EAC projects as committed by Heads of State through budget advocacy. 

The coalition already made an effort to introduce its activities through scheduling an introductory 
meeting with the Deputy Secretary General of the East Africa community. 

EACSOF ISSUED STATEMENTS: 

 A call to action in the implementation of the African Charter on Democracy, Elections 
and Governance in EAC Region. 

 EACSOF Petition to the East Africa Legislative Assembly (EALA) 
 EACSOF issued a Statement on the Post Referendum Situation in Burundi 
 EACSOF issued a Statement condemning the Xenophobic Attacks in the Southern Africa 

 

DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS 

In the period of 2018-2019 EACSOF attracted funding and technical support from different 
development partners. EACSOF and its partner branches would like to extend their appreciation 
to development partners for their tremendous support in achieving EACSOF vision and mission. 
Development partner’s guidance and facilitation of EACSOF activities has been beyond the call of 
duty, EACSOF would like to appreciate the guidance and facilitation provided by the development 
partners without whose support EACSOF would not have come to such a sensible and successful 
conclusion of its annual activities. 

ACTION AID DENMARK  
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EACSOF would like to appreciate the Action Aid Denmark with the support provided on from the 
year 2017 on promoting and advocating for the implementation of the ACDEG in EAC under the 
three years funds for the project of “Mobilizing the CSOs in support of AGA on the 
Implementation of the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance (ACDEG)”. 

GIZ 

German development cooperation has made substantial contributions to the integration process 
in East Africa, in accordance with the German Government’s Africa Strategy. GIZ has worked with 
EACSOF in improving dialogue between the EAC Secretariat and private sector/civil society 
organizations under the SGs Forum and IIDEA Project. 

WFD  

WFD as UK based Organization and supports institutions that work in democracy like parliaments 
and CSOs. Currently, WFD is working together with the East African Youth Network that was 
formed by EACSOF on the Advocacy for the Ratification and Implementation of the African 
Charter on Elections, Democracy and Governance (ACDEG). EACSOF is highly humbled and Proud 
to have started this initiative with the Youth Network leaders from the East African partner 
States. 
OXFAM  

Oxfam International is a development, relief, and campaigning organization working with others 

to find lasting solutions to poverty and suffering around the world. Oxfam Horn, East, Central 

Africa region (HECA) covers ten countries working on diverse thematic areas. These countries 

include Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Burundi, Rwanda, DRC, Somalia, Ethiopia, South Sudan and 

Sudan.  

GENERAL ACHIEVEMENTS OF EACSOF IN THE YEAR 2019; 

 Managed to carry out the 2018 AGM and Governing council meeting 
 Managed to carry out all year 2 activities on the “Africa You want” Project in Partnership 

with Action Aid Denmark 
 Managed to Secure New Funds from Oxfam to work on the Civic Space environment 

within the EAC region. 
 Managed to Petition EALA on the Crucial Matters faced by the EAC Community. 
 Managed to issue a number of Press releases  
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 Managed to continue the Case against the Burundi Government on the Appellate 
Division and currently wait for the Judgement from the First Instant Court Division in the 
East Africa Court of Justice.  

 Forming of new working Networks with other stake holders such as ECCOSOC, CSBUG, 
Catholic University Kenya, UDN, Faraja Foundation, Hakimadini. 

 Forming of more working alliances with GIZ, through the EAC-IIDEA Programme, in which 
EACSOF has worked together with GIZ and other Apex bodies to coordinate the activities 
in IIDEA Project. 

 ESSAF together with EACSOF presented a petition to EALA, which was passed by the 
Assembly and presented to the Council of Ministers. 

 Increase of working Partnerships and alliances with various Stakeholders such as, AA 
Uganda, AA Tanzania, AA Kenya, AA Zambia, AA Zimbabwe, AA Nigeria, AA 
Mozambique, WACSOF, SADC, MPOI, Global Platform, African Rising, Youth Networks 
from EAC countries, Taskforce working on Bilateral Investment Treaties. 

 Proposal writing to apply for various project funds to different Donor organizations 
 Managed to engage the Tanzanian Government on Terminating the BIT between the 

Netherlands and Tanzania, on which the Termination was a success. 
 EACSOF Staff Managed to attend Various Trainings on matters relating to Democracy 

and Governance through new partnership with Action Aid Denmark through the EC-
PANAF Project and also workshops on Trade and Investment prepared by SEATINI. 

 Managed to have a number of increased of Members joining EACSOF 
 Increased EACSOF Brand visibility, increased media coverage about EACSOF, Increased 

EACSOF recognition by the EAC Secretariat, Organs, Institutions, African Union and 
beyond Africa. 

 EACSOF E-Newsletter produced every quarter  https://eacsof.net/EACSOF/category/eacsof-
newsletters/  

 EACSOF website https://eacsof.net/EACSOF/ is active and streamline communication to a 
number of stakeholders who are tuned for Regional Civil Society updates and 
engagements. EACSOF generated 52,214 traffics from May 2018 to May 2019. 
Noteworthy is that EACSOF website has attracted 52,214 web visitors of which 10,562 
are unique visitors.  In the year 2016 and 2017 EACSOF website total hits was 25,786 and 
28,631 hits respectively.  With these developments, there have been an increasing 
number of inquiries from within and out of continent expressing their interests of joining 
or partnering with the EACSOF family, which is expected to pave a way for the broad 
operation and increment of the EACSOF membership. Attached is the social media report 
which is a separate document from this one for evaluation on EACSOF public reach. 
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 INTERVENTION: STRENGTHENING EACSOF NATIONAL CHAPTERS 

Desired Outcome: EACSOF is working on Establishing the EACSOF South Sudan Chapter in 

South Sudan. 

Achievement: EACSOF ENGAGEMENT WITH SOUTH SUDAN CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS 

In the year 2018 to 2019 EACSOF Secretariat was able to Identify a network of CSOs from South 

Sudan Community Empowerment for Progress Organization (CEPO) and engaged further in the 
following areas: - 

 EACSOF Secretariat in collaboration with CEPO supported EACSOF Chapters from Kenya, 
Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda and Tanzania and other South Sudanese Civil Society 
Organizations (CSOs) held an East African Civil Society Solidarity for Peace Meeting in 
Juba, South Sudan to deliberate on peace, security and civic space in the East African 
region and agreed on; 

 To  continue engaging among CSOs on matters of peace and security in the East African 
region, establish an  East African Civil Society conflict prevention system (early warning) 
with CEPO as the host in South Sudan, collectively work for promotion of civic space for 
civil society in the East African region,  lobby the EAC member states to review their 
policies and legislation on promotion of civic space and adherence to best democratic 
practices, request for regular CSOs-EALA dialogue on matters of peace and security in the 
East African region, continuously call upon South Sudan parties to the R-ARCSS to commit 
themselves for genuine implementation of the peace agreement and urge those parties 
that are not signatories to the agreement to resolve their political differences in a 
peaceful and non-violent manner.   

 EACSOF Secretariat provided capacity building on the issues of EAC Security Sector 
Reforms in South Sudan: Sharing experiences of EAC CSOs on influencing authorities on 
Community Safety and Security Sector Reforms within the Region to which about 30 CSOs 
from South Sudan were mobilized and undergone learning on practical strategies for CSOs 
engagement with authorities, exploring opportunities for South Sudan CSOs at the EAC 
Level, What Security Sector Reforms (SSR) entails in EAC. Members of CSOs were also able 
to review of performance of the 4th EAC Development Strategy 2011/12 – 2015/16 and 
looked at the achievements in Peace and Security Sector that oversee the EAC SSR and 
how they can position themselves to tackle different challenges within the sector. 

 EACSOF in collaboration with CEPO agreed to support South Sudan CSOs to establish 
South Sudan Civil Society Forum Umbrella body and ultimate EACSOF Chapter 



24 
 

formulation in South Sudan and in a process to gear towards this partnership CEPO has 
registered as EACSOF active Member to facilitate this agreement. 
 

 EACSOF in collaboration with EAC Community and other partners from CSOs and Private 
Sector engaged in the gap assessment on the private sector and CSOs in South Sudan and 
their capacity/ capability to engage with EAC. The assessment objective was to come up 
with a report that looks at the General Landscape and Environment under which the two 
sectors operate in RSS, enabling Organisational and Institutional Arrangements put in by 
Government to support the Operations of the two sectors, Capacities/Capabilities of the 
Private Sector and Civil Society Associations Relative to the Region, Expectations of the 
Private Sector and Civil Society from the Regional Integration and Implementation of the 
Consultative Dialogue Framework (CDF) in South Sudan. 

 

 

 

Desired Outcomes: EACSOF strengthens it collaboration and Alliances with the African Union 

Civil Society Platform (ECOSSOC)  

Achievement: EACSOF became an active ally with ECOSOCC at the regional level 

In 2018, EACSOF made an application to subscribe to ECOSOCC Membership regarding 

candidature for elections into the Third ECOSOCC General Assembly as it was directed by the 

EACSOF Annual General Meeting (AGM). In the end of 2018, we were informed that we had 
passed through the first vetting process and thereafter more documents were requested to go 

to the next stage to which we successful submitted.  

In early 2019, the Interdepartmental Committee of African Union Commission mandated by the 

ECOSOCC General Assembly to determine the credentials of all CSO’s applications did an 
evaluation of our application with its accompanying documents and the Committee directed the 

ECOSOCC Secretariat to notify us that the application of our organization did not meet the 
eligibility requirement for membership set out in Article 6(6) of the ECOSOCC statute which 

require at least fifty percent be derived from contribution of members of the organization or 

coming from within Africa.  

However, the Committee has further directed the ECOSOCC Secretariat to urge that We remain 
engaged with ECOSOCC and the African Union in their various efforts. In that conclusion, EACSOF 
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remained as a very crucial stakeholder with ECOSOCC at the regional level by participating in 

different activities to represent the voice of CSOs at the AU level.  

 Therefore, EACSOF has engaged in the African Union Continental Symposium on the 
Implementation of the International Decade for People of African Descent (IDPAD)with 

objectives of Promote respect, protection and fulfilment of all human rights and fundamental 

freedoms by people of African Descent, as recognized in the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights; Promote a greater knowledge of and respect for the diverse heritage, culture and 

contribution of people of African descent to the development of societies;   Adopt and strengthen 
national, regional and international legal frameworks according to the Durban Declaration and 

Programme of Action and the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 

Discrimination and to ensure their full and effective implementation.  

EACSOF also engaged with the Africa Union ECOSOCC Stakeholder Coordination Meeting which 
enabled the sharing of information about the operational and programmatic activities of the 

ECOSOCC Secretariat in CIDO, including in the areas of civil society and diaspora engagement, 

Update the PRC and civil society representatives on the status of implementation of Executive 
Council Decisions on ECOSOCC Reforms,  Update the PRC and civil society représentatives on the 

ongoing relocation process of the Secretariat of ECOSOCC. 

EACSOF will continue to engage with ECOSOCC in future in order to secure and use the space 

provided with an outcome to: -  

 Enhanced awareness among CSOs stakeholders on AU member states, Regional Economic 
Communities (RECS) and the general African public of the IDPAD and its Program of 
Action.  

 Improved coordination and synergy between national, regional, and continental 
stakeholders on the implementation of actions and targets set forth within the Program 
of Action of the Decade.  

 Enhanced participation of African Diaspora actors especially derived from CSOs Sector 
with the African Union and its member states and regional communities within the 
context of the IDPAD. 

 Enhanced awareness and understanding among the PRC through sharing of information, 
and by extension, AU member states of the mandate, functions, programs and future 
direction of ECOSOCC. 

 Improved coordination and synergy between CSOs, ECOSOCC and the PRC and other 
stakeholders on the implementation of actions and targets set forth within the relevant 
Executive Council Decision on ECOSOCC as well as the ongoing African Union Reform 
process.  
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Enhanced participation of civil society organizations in the structures of ECOSOCC, including the 
General Assembly, the National Chapters and Sectorial Cluster committees resulting from 
increased awareness of the organ by the PRC and other stakeholder groups.  

 

Intervention: Membership Mobilization 

Achievements: EACSOF increased with 4 New Members 

Community Empowerment for progress organization (CEPO) from South Sudan, Alliance for 

Finance Monitoring (ACFIM) from Uganda, Freedom House from Tanzania, The East African 

Center for Human right. EACSOF Secretariat have forwarded their application to the governing 

council for approval. 

 

GENERAL CHALLENGES FACED BY EACSOF AS OF THE YEAR 2017; 

Resources (Funding) availability 

 Insufficient man power at the Secretariat 
 Pro long of the Burundi case at the EACJ 
 Failure to carry out the GC at least every quarter as agreed in Last year’s meeting due to 

fund constrains. 
 Failure to conduct National Consultations on Matters to be presented to the SG’s forum 

due to fund unavailability 
 Continuous shrinking of the Civic space in East Africa region 
 Despite many efforts been done to create awareness to the Citizen of EAC, there is  
 much more that needs to be done to create more awareness to the Citizen of EAC. 

 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Going forward in 2020, EACSOF has compiled its Documentary in Complementing the 20 years 0f 
EAC celebrations, previewing the various Activities and Achievements attained by EACSOF in 
engaging the East Africa Community for the past 11 years since the formation of EACSOF in 2007. 
EACSOF appreciates the efforts of founding members, governing council, secretariat staff team, 
members, EAC Secretariat, the East Africa Legislative Assembly (EALA), development partners, 
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and other key stakeholders that have played a crucial role in successes of EACSOF since its 
inception.  EASOF will also undertake more resource mobilization efforts to reinforce institution 
development and run key programs in line with its strategic plan 2016 -2020.  To enhance policy 
engagement through energetic thematic working, EACSOF recommends members to volunteer 
to spearhead the different thematic issues by sharing research, case studies and policy briefs for 
review and compilation in to “EACSOF Policy Brief Digest” which will be present to EAC Secretary 
General, EAC Council of Ministers, EALA and different Policy Makers with the aim of making “EAC 
Integrating Work for the Citizen”. EACSOF appreciate the crucial support received from Action 
Aid Denmark who has facilitated the attainment of key programmes and successes since 2017 to 
date and also appreciates the New Support coming in from Oxfam as of May 2019 and the 
continuous support from Action Aid and European Commission.  
 
 


