
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

HIGH LEVEL HORN, EAST AND CENTRAL AFRICA REGION ANNUAL CIVIL SOCIETY 

DIALOGUE SYMPOSIUM 

 

Introduction 
 
Themes: 

 
 EAC@20: People Driven Integration - The Role of Civil Society in Developing the 

Regional Economic Communities 

 Influencing in difficult contexts: navigating the Shrinking Civic Space in EAC and 
HECA Region  

 EACSOF Governing Council and Annual General Meeting 

The East African Civil Society Organisations Forum (EACSOF) in joint collaboration with Oxfam has 
organised Horn, East and Central Africa Region Annual Civil Society (CS) Symposium on the EAC 20 
Years Celebration and High Level Dialogue on influencing in difficult context – navigating the 

Shrinking Civic Space in HECA Region followed by EACSOF Governing Council and Annual 
General Meeting which will take from 27th to 30th November 2019 at the Corridor Springs Hotel in 
Arusha, Tanzania.  

Objectives 

While commemorating 20 years of East African Region existence this symposium will facilitate an 
initial discussion among the stake-holders for the learning experience on the topic Influencing in 
difficult contexts: navigating the shrinking civic space in Horn, East, Central Africa region 

(HECA). It presents the rationale and key issues at stake to ensure that all the actors involved share 
a common understanding of the dialogue. 

EACSOF and OXFAM motive behind the learning symposium under this specific theme is meant to 
steer a regional conversation on the declining trend against civic space which is affecting the 
freedoms of assembly, speech and association and its adverse effects on impact of influencing work 
across the region. Within HECA Region, this forms the foundation piece of one of the critical pillars 
in the regional learning agenda, supporting reflection among staff and partners on how to effectively 
engage and influence within the shrinking space. 

The learning event will bridge the gap and create the need to engage with the East African Legislative 

Assembly (EALA) with the aim of developing a regional CSO Bill to harmonize the national 
legislations at the EAC Region. To this end, a regional committee was established to review the 
principles that will inform the Bill and thereafter present the same to the EALA – General Purpose 
Committee1.  

It is in the spirit of the above that EACSOF will further seek support from Oxfam and other partners 
to take the process forward towards the development of the CSOs Operating Environment Bill. 

                                                           
1 See the Report of the Regional meeting on the Legislative Environment for Civil Society Organizations in East African Region (Kenya, 
Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda, Burundi and Southern Sudan) 

https://twitter.com/eacsof
https://www.facebook.com/EACSOFArusha/


 

 

The Symposium will end up with the EACSOF Annual General Meeting which has been hosted 
annually for the past 10 years and is the main event for civil society in the region to analyse current 
developments, elaborate common strategies and foster solidarity between the civil society actors in 
pursuit of greater and more impactful engagement with EAC at continental, regional and national 
levels. This year’s EACSOF 11th Annual Meeting builds on the previous forums that have over the 
years developed distinct value-adding dimensions which are unique, including that: 

 The CSOs forum builds consensus and unity on the burning issues facing CSO in the 

region and address itself in particular to the challenges and opportunities facing 
regional integration and contributes towards a common and shared plan of action on 

agreed priorities for CSO in the region.  

 The CSOs forum fosters solidarity and unity amongst the diverse communities of 
interest and facilitates cross-sectoral unity and understanding amongst CSOs and 

holds the organisations of civil society accountable for the mutual and agreed actions 
and inculcates a culture of transparency in the affairs of CSO in the region. 

 
It is against this background that EACSOF is organizing this symposium jointly with the EAC 
Secretariat with financial support from Oxfam on the subject theme and sub-themes.   
 
Participants 
 
The event will gather around 70 participants, with attention to representations from all sub-regions 
of Africa: 
 

 Representatives from East African Community  

 Representatives from East African Legislative Assembly Members 

 Representative from the Ministry of East African Community Affair (Uganda) 

 Selected government representatives  

 Oxfam staff and their partners 

 CSOs Regional Bodies from ECOWAS and SADC Regional Economic Communities’ (RECs)  

 Regional Thematic/ Sectoral NGO networks (youths, media, think tanks, women); 

 Social Movements operating at regional and national level; 

 EACSOF members (National NGO Coalitions from 6 EAC member states 
 

 Media and all other beneficiaries 
 
Format 
 
Plenary sessions  
 
Tapping into the CSOs’ knowledge and experience, the Forum sessions are designed on thematic 
threads in order to foster constructive dialogue and best practices to support EACSOF in 
implementing this agenda further in the region. The sessions will facilitate open dialogue and 
participant’s interaction through active discussions, peer sharing of experiences and group solution 
finding. 
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Breakout sessions  
 
Breakout sessions are scheduled as part of the Forum, where specific topics related to the Forum’s 
agenda will be discussed by a smaller group. Recommendations from these sessions will be validated 
during the next plenary and presented at the Annual Meetings for incorporation into Secretary 
Generals Forum and different platforms for policies and projects implementations. 
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