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New members of EACSOF Governing Council. From left: Peter Kiama(Kenya), Saida Abdullah(Zanzibar), Janet 

Munywoki(Kenya), Zaa Twalangete(Tanzania), Marie Immaculee Ingabire (Rwanda-EACSOF President), Aimmable 

Mwananawe (Rwanda), Richard Kimboa(Uganda), Godefroid Manyirankunda (Burundi) and Janvier 
Bigirimana(Burundi) 

 

  

EACSOF Meets EAC Secretary General 

Over Burundi  

 
EAC Sec General Hon. Amb. Dr. Liberat Mfumukeko 
receiving  EACSOF’s Strategic Plan and Communiqué  from 
EACSOF Ag. CEO Martha Makenge on the situation in 

Burundi at  the EAC headquarters in Arusha, Tanzania.   
 

“What is EACSOF doing to ensure the rule of law is 
upheld within East African Community, and how 

are good governance and democracy portrayed in 
East Africa?” That was the question the EAC 
Secretary General posed to Ms Makenge. 

The questions curved around the main points of 

discussions of the meeting with the political 
situation in Burundi forming a major part of the 

discussions. The SG was eager to know EACSOF’s 

stand on the venue of the 5th SG’s forum that 
would take place in June. He was concerned 
EACSOF was not comfortable attending the SG 
forum in Burundi. Ms Makenge explained that the 
civil society felt insecure to visit Burundi for it felt 
their             well-being was threatened due to the 

information they had on the political environment 
in Burundi. Besides, the fact that the civil society in 

Rwanda as well as those from other partner states 
were reluctant to set foot in Burundi was worrying 

such that they should all work in solidarity and 
attend the 5th SG Forum in Burundi. 

The SG suggested that EACSOF should analyse 
how Civil Society in East Africa are actively 
involved in what happens at the EAC. Secondly, 
EACSOF should play a major role in bringing all 

EAC citizens together and form one voice. He 
said he was very much interested in a working 

collaboration with EACSOF on bringing together 
the Burundi’s civil societies in exile to a 
roundtable discussion with the mainland civil 

societies so as to discuss how they can work 
together and ensure reinstating of the exiled 

CSOs back to Burundi. 

The SG suggested that as a civil society, EACSOF 
should make an effort to advocate from within. 
With that, the ambassador said, EACSOF would 

courageously and fearlessly attend the SG’s 
Forum and advocate to the Burundi Government 
while in the country. 

At the moment things don’t look good. According 
to the update released this month by Atrocities 
Watch Africa, the situation in Burundi remains 
tense with a remarkable number of killings 
reported. The government of Burundi recently 
released an official statement rejecting the 

opening of an investigation into the situation in 
Burundi by the International Criminal Court (ICC). 

Time for Climate-aware, Trade-driven and Food 
Security-enhancing Agro-industry policies 

 
EACSOF Secretariat led by Ag. CEO Martha Makenge 

presenting at the Climate-aware, Time-driven and Food 
Security-enhancing Agro industries in Kigali, Rwanda. 

    CUTS international  in col laboration with ACORD 

Rwanda organized a  two-day regional  
consultation in September 4th  and 5th this year in 
Kiga l i , Rwanda with the theme: “Time for climate-
aware, trade-driven and food security- 

enhancing Agro-industry policies. This  regional  
meeting reviewed ongoing and upcoming policy 
efforts  geared towards  making agro-processing 

more cl imate-aware, trade-driven and food 
securi ty-enhancing in East Africa . Two years into 

the PACT EAC2 project, s takeholders  in five 

countries  are engaging pol icy makers  through 
advocacy campaigns , whose lessons are captured 

in research s tudies . Bes ides  sharing good 
practices  and pol icy options , regional  experts 

briefed on the s tatus  of current multilateral trade 
and cl imate negotiations  where important 
international  conferences  wi l l  take place this 

year. 
 

 

EACSOF’s Thematic Areas: 

 Democratic Governance 

 Peace & Security 

 Sociasl & Economic Justice 

 Agriculrure, Natural Resources, 
Environmental Protection & Climate 
Change 

 Science & Technology 
 

Upcoming Event: 

 11th  – 13th December 2017  - Launch of EAC 

Citizens Training on African Governance 
Architecture (AGA) and ACDEG, in 
partnership with ActionAid.  

 

 

 

 

EACSOF Secretariat 
PO Box 12583, Njiro-Nanenane, Arusha, Tanzania 
Tel: +255786027746.  
Email: info@eacsof.net      web: www.eacsof.net  

 

mailto:info@eacsof.net
http://www.eacsof.net/
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As  the main s takeholder in this meeting (and CUTS 
being a  member to EACSOF), EACSOF gave a  
presentation on the "Regional  Industrialization: 
What Synergies with Climate, Food, and Trade?”  
To which EACSOF provided very clear measures to 
be taken by EAC to ensure that the interventions 
are cl imate-aware, trade-driven, and food 

securi ty-enhancing whi le EAC implements  
regional  interventions  for agro-process ing.   
 

EACSOF highl ighted chal lenges which are likely to 
be faced by EAC on the implementation of the 

same and the support EAC countries would need 
in this  regard such as  infrastructure (road and rail 
networks , energy etc). or macro-economic factors 

(interest rates , exchange rates , fi sca l  and non-
fisca l  incentives  etc).  
 

The need for pol icy coherence ca l l s  for harmony 
between industria l  pol icy and other domestic 

measures  such as  exchange rate pol icies , 
monetary and fi sca l  pol icies , and pol icies  that 
affect infrastructure development and the 

investment cl imate. Another challenge highlighted 
by EACSOF was  the need for insti tutional  
Arrangements  for i ts  Implementation.  
 

For i t to be success ful , the EAC wi l l  need s trong 

insti tutional  mechanism to guide i ts  
implementation. There should be Insti tutional 
framework for pol icy related matters  to provide 
overa l l  guidance on how i t can work out. EACSOF 
a lso provided how key s takeholders  can be 
involved in this  process  and what their roles in 
genera l  should be. 
 

Meeting Outcome   

• Learnt about ongoing pol icy efforts  geared 

towards  making agro-process ing more climate-
aware, trade-driven and food security enhancing 

in East Africa .  

• Acquainted with next EAC interventions  for 
agro-industry development. 

• Shared good practices  with other experts from 
EAC, regional  and international organisations, and 
trade and cl imate change negotiators  to help 
break the “s i lo mental i ty” and develop a  
pluridiscipl inary thinking for hol is tic pol icy 
solutions   

• Briefed by EAC trade (WTO) and cl imate 
(UNFCCC) negotiators  regarding preparations  

towards  the UNFCCC COP23 and the WTO MC11 
both to be held later this  year, and shared  on 
opportunities  for boosting agro-process ing 

development. 
 

EC-PANAF Project in Partnership with 
ActionAid  

EACSOF took part in the inception of the project 
“Mobilizing Civil Society Support for 

implementation of the African Governance 
Architecture (AGA)”.  

Lilian Alex of EACSOF Secretariat presenting at the EC-
PANAF Project Inception in Nairobi, Kenya 
 

The purpose of the workshop was to discuss and 

ensure common understanding among a l l  
appl icants  and relevant s takeholders  of the 
project, discuss  key project documents , and 
officia l  launch of the PANAF Project. 

EACSOF participated as  a  co-partner in the EC-
PANAF project to which EACSOF had s igned a  

memorandum on the project “Mobilizing Civil 
Society Support for implementation of the 
African Governance Architecture”, speci fica lly on 

the implementation of the African Charter on 
Elections , Democracy and Governance (ACEDG). 
This  i s  a  mi lestone achieved by EACSOF in the year 
2017.  
 

The project enta i l s  working in partnership with 
ActionAid and the East African Civi l  societies to 

ensure the s igning, rati fication and 
implementation of the charter in the East Africa 
partner s tates . 

 

East & Southern Africa Regional Youth 

Consultation on Enhancing Young 
People’s Meaningful Participation in 
Electoral Processes  

The two-day consultation workshop was  
organized by African Governance Archite cture 
(AGA) s ecretariat based in the department of 
Pol i tica l  Affa i rs  on behal f of African Union 
Commiss ion from, 28-30th August 2017.  

The Consultation was  hosted by the East African 
Community Secretariat in Arusha, Tanzania under 

the theme “Enhancing Young People’s Meaningful 
Participation in Electoral Process in Africa”.  

Convened under the auspices  of the AGA Youth 
Engagement Strategy and part of activi ties  to 
commemorate the 10th Anniversary of the  
adoption of the African Charter on Democracy, 

Elections  and Governance, the consultation 
assessed young people’s  participation in electoral 
processes  in Africa . It contributed to the objectives 

of the decis ion of the African Union Heads of State 
and Governments  to declare the theme of 2017 as 

“Harnessing the Demographic Dividend through 
Investments in Youth".  

This  consultation continued to build on the work 
that EACSOF is  doing in the area  of mobi l i zing 
youth and women on the i ssues  of good 
governance speci fica l ly advocating for the African 
Charter on democracy, elections and governance. 

Regional Meeting on the Legislative   

Environment for CSOs in East Africa  

Fol lowing the consultative meeting between 
EACSOF delegation and East African Legislative 
Assembly (EALA) Genera l  Purpose Committee 

Meeting in August 2016, there was  a  
recommendation agreed between the two 
parties . EACSOF, in partnership with 

Westminster Foundation for Democracy (WFD), 
commiss ioned a  pol icy focused research on 

legis lative environment for CSOs and EALA in East 
African Region, convene  a  regional  meeting to 
launch the findings  of a policy research paper and 

i ts  va l idation. The CSOs  discussed the s tate of 
legis lation in their countries  and the effect that 
exis tent legis lation has  on the operating 
environment for CSOs, and drew lessons  from 

progress ive ini tiates  in Africa . 
 

Way Forward: 
 

EACSOF was  tasked with mobi l i zing 
representatives  at EALA, specifically the General 
Purpose Committee and the speaker of EALA 

invi ting them to attend a  s ide event during 
EACSOF’s  Annual  Genera l  Meeting to discuss  

development of the CSO bi l l  to promote 
operating environment for SOs  East Africa . 
 

EACSOF was  a lso tasked to conduct country 
consultations  for the second time, to find out on 

the matters  which the partner s tates wished to 
see addressed in the formation of the operating 
environment of the CSOs  in East Africa . EACSOF 

managed to form an operating task force that 
would be obl igated to follow up on development 

of the bi l l . 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 

EACSOF advocates for 
Children’s rights in East 
Africa so they can have 

space in decision making 
processes. 

 Universal Children’s Day 

20th November 2017  

Let #KidsTakeOver 
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Global Meeting of Policy Forum on 
Development in Brussels 

The fi fth global  meeting of the Pol icy Forum on 
Development (PFD) took place in Brussels from 21 

to 23 March 2017.  

 

 Policy Forum  on Development in Brussel in March 2017. 
 

The meeting mobi l i zed more than 160 

representatives  from Civi l  Society Organisations 
(CSOs) and associations  of Loca l  Authorities (LAs), 
the private sector, Member States  and 
representatives  from EU I nsti tutions .  

EACSOF was  interested in enabling environment for 
the implementation of the Susta inable 

Development Goals  (SDGs) at loca l , national , 
regional , and global  levels .  

Di fferent s takeholders  shared several comments 
and concerns , notably regarding policy coherence, 
especia l ly concerning trade and investment 
pol icies , PFD members  shared their concerns on 
how current practices  could widen inequalities, and 
on the role of the private sector in the development 
sphere.  

Tanzania Civil Society Organizations hold a   
Reflection Meeting in Arusha  

Tanzania  Human Rights  Defenders  coal i tion 

organized a  two-day reflection meeting on internal 
eva luation. The meeting was  held on 13th and 14th 
of October, 2017 at Mount Meru hotel , Arusha.  

Directors of CSOs in Tanzania pose for a photo to mark the 
end of Reflection Meeting held in October 2017, at Mt Meru 

hotel in Arusha  
 

The purpose of the meeting was  to reflect on day-
to-day operations  of the civi l  society organizations 
in Tanzania . CSOs  shared a  platform to review laws 

and pol i cies  governing CSOs  in Tanzania , their 
progress  and development in the region through 

CSOs  comparative reflection. They a lso learned 
how to improve l inkages  and engagement with the 
government. 

EACSOF learned that there i s  a  need for the  civi l  
society to engage with the government and private 
sector to ensure proper flow of information so as to 
develop s trategies  sui table for the current economic 
and pol i tica l  environment. EACSOF also learned that 
umbrel la  organizations  have to work hand in hand in 
recognizing the s tatus  of their member organizations 

to create a  peaceful  and working environment.  

Why EAC Needs Gender Barometer  

Article 121 of the  EAC Treaty defines  and 

emphas izes  on the role of women in    socio-
economic development.  

Champions For Gender Barometer during its   launch at 
the EAC headquarters in Arusha, Tanzania.  

 

The inspiration of the  EAC gender barometer comes 

from the work done by Southern African 
Development Community (SADC), Gender Links, a  

South African NGO committed to gender equal i ty 
reportedly helping in championing the SADC project.  

The champions  success ful ly advocated for a SADC 
gender protocol  and they do annual  assessments 

through a  SADC gender barometer. In order to 
generate evidence for holding leaders accountable 

on gender equal i ty. The Barometer i s  both easy to 
understand and to communicate  as well as support 
decis ion-makers  i n assess ing how far individual 

partner s tates  are reaching gender equal i ty.  

Bes ides  giving more vis ibi l i ty to gender equality by 
making i t poss ible to measure its progress over time, 
the use of the new tool  permits  meaningful  

comparisons  to  be made between different 

policy areas across partner states. 

Case for Improvement 

The EAC gender barometer wi l l  conta in updated 
factual  data  reflecting trends  and progress  by 

countries  to achieve the goals  set in l ine with 
di fferent commitments  to gender equal i ty.  

Workshop on Free Movement within the 

African Continent  

African Union (AU) organized a  workshop in 
Seychel les  on free movement of people in 

col laboration with FES to discuss  the AU draft 
protocol  of Free Movement of People.  Many issues 
came up regarding health coverage to African 
ci ti zens  a l l  over the continent.  

It was  suggested in the forum that Regional 
Economic Committees  (RECs) and Civil Society 
Organisations  (CSOs) should ensure that 
partner s tates  adapt free mobility of citizens, 
and a lso advocate for the formation of 
friendly pol icies  to be put in place to ensure 
mobi l i ty of the people of Africa .  

The discuss ions  a lso touched on Common 
African passport to a l l  Africans  within and 

outs ide the continent.  

It was  suggested that Africans  should be 

recognized by a  common passport and not 
respective countries ’ pass ports , with a  
suggestion to abol ish visas  within the African 
s tates .  

The other matter discussed which was of more 
concern was  s tatelessness  of some Africans 

who end up in other countries  as  a  result of 
migration or displacement brought about by 
unstable environments  in  their countries of 
origin.  

EACSOF was  tasked with advocating for the 
free movement of people within and beyond 

East Africa  by scrapping of visas with an aim of 
bringing together ci ti zens  from member 
s tates . EACSOF would therefore follow up on 

the Common Protocol  to eva luate i ts  
implementation within East Africa  region. 

 

The 5th PAN African Conference on 
Tax & Illicit Financial Flows  

 

Tax Justice Network Africa  (TJNA) in 

col laboration with the United Nations  
Economic Commiss ion for Africa  (UNECA) 

hosted the 5th Pan-African Conference (PAC) 
on Taxation and Il l i ci t Financia l  Flows  in 
Nairobi  on 11th and 12th October 2017. 

 

 

EACSOF was  among the invi ted CSOs  who 

attended the conference  where tax and illicit 
financia l  flows  in the African Continent. In this 
conference there was  a  clear call for the CSOs, 

the government and the private sector to play 
their roles  by ensuring the illicit financial flows 

are put to a  s top in their respective countries. 
The CSOs  were tasked to monitor the 
col lecting and dis tribution of revenues in the 
country and flag out any i l l i ci t financial flows 
and any improper utilization of collected Tax.  

The private sector were tasked to ensure tax 
payment on time and should avoid i l l i ci t 
financia l  flows  within their da i ly bus iness  

transactions . Governments  were tasked to 
ensure transparency and proper accountability 
of the tax collecting and distribution process .  
 

However, governments  were condemned for 

poor fol low-up of financia l  flows and failure to 

http://www.trademarkea.com/countries/eac/
http://www.trademarkea.com/?s=women
http://www.trademarkea.com/countries/eac/
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manage and control  activi ties  that promote 
corruption in their countries .  
 

EACSOF saw an opportunity to join in partnership 
with TJNA to carry out tra ining to Civi l  Societies in 

the East Africa  on the revenue col lection and 
dis tribution processes  within the partner states. 
Hence discussed the idea with TJNA, and looking 

forward to have a  partnership that can lead to 
conducting of tra inings  of the civil societies in the 

region. 
 

Regional Meeting on the Legislative 

Environment for CSOs in East Africa  
 

Due to the consultative meeting between EACSOF 
delegation and EALA Genera l  Purpose Committee 
Meeting in August 2016, there was  a  
recommendation agreed between the two parties. 
(WFD), commiss ioned a  policy focused research on 

legis lative environment for CSOs  and EALA in East 
African Region.   
 

 

  
Attendees of the Regional Meeting on Legislative 
Environment 

 

EACSOF in partnership with WFD convened a  

regional  meeting to launch the findings of a policy 
research paper and i ts  va l idation. The CSOs  

discussed the s tate of legislation in their countries 
and the effect that exis tent legislation has on the 
operating environment for CSOs, and drew lessons 

from progress ive ini tiates  in Africa .  
 

EACSOF, in partnership with Westminster 

Foundation for Democracy (WFD), 
commiss ioned a  pol icy focused research  
legis lative environment for CSOs  and EALA in 
East African Region.  EACSOF in partnership with 
WFD then convened a  regional  meeting to 

launch the findings  of a  pol icy research paper 
and i ts  va l idation. The CSOs discussed the state 
of legis lation in their countries  and the effect 
that exis tent legis lation has  on the operating 
environment for CSOs, and drew l essons from 
progress ive ini tiates  in Africa . 

 

Way Forward: 

EACSOF was  tasked with mobi l i zing 
representatives  at EALA, speci fica l ly the 

Genera l  Purpose Committee and the speaker 
of EALA invi ting them to attend a  s ide event 
during EACSOF’s  Annual  Genera l  Mee ting to 

discuss  development of the CSO bi l l  to 
promote operating environment for SOs East 
Africa . 
 

EACSOF was  a lso tasked to conduct country 

consultations  for the second time, to find out 
on the matters  which the partner states wished 
to see addressed in the formation of the 
operating environment of the CSOs  in East 
Africa . EACSOF managed to form an operating 
task force that would be obligated to follow up 
on development of the bi l l .

 

 

 

 

EACSOF New Governing Council 

EACSOF held its annual Governing Council meeting on 31st March 2017 at Corridor Springs Hotel in Arusha, Tanzania and elected its new 
members of the Governing Council: 

Country Executive Committee GC Member 

Rwanda Marie Immculee Ingabire – President MwananaweAimable 

Tanzania Zaatwalangeti – Vice President SaidaAmul 
Uganda Jane Nalunga – General Secretary Richard Chimbowa 

Burundi ManirankundaGodefroid- Deputy General Secretary JanvierBigirimana 
Kenya Janet Munyuoki – Treasurer Peter Kiama 

 

The new EACSOF President, Ms. Immaculee Ingabire from Rwanda, in her acceptance speech , thanked the GA especia l ly delegates  from 
Rwanda who saw the potential in her and nominated her as the first lady President of EACSOF. She  s tated that her priori ties  wi l l  include 
capacity building of the secretariat to ensure sustainability as well as to ensure improved communication between the secreta riat and national 
chapters and/or the Governing Council. Ms  Ingabire encouraged the new GC to work closely with the secretariat to s trengthen resource 
mobi lization and further to explore collaboration and synergy building of EACSOF and EASSI in order to maximize performance. She sa id her 
other priority i s to ensure that within a  year, EACSOF will have had the observer s tatus  at the  EAC. She a lso emphas ised on the need for 

reaching out to grassroot civil society organisations on issues concerning EAC integration process.  The new President requested the out-going 
pres ident to work closely with the secretariat and the executive committee to ensure continuity.  

EACSOF e-Learning Academy 

The EACSOF’s Citizen Empowerment Programme focuses on strengthening the civic confidence and competency of EA citizens to know their 

rights and obligations to organize in effective CSOs that eventually form national platforms through which they would be able  to assert those 
rights in the EAC integration processes. Capacity building and creating awareness on the EAC i ntegration process is a key initiative that EACSOF is 

undertaking via online Course on EAC Structures and Processes. Registration is open for all interested participants: Register online here 

Please send your suggestions or feedback to: communications@eacsof.net                                                                                                            

http://eacsof.net/EACSOF/academy/
mailto:communications@eacsof.net
mailto:communications@eacsof.net

