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EACSOF BI-MONTHLY E-NEWSLETTER 
 
OCTOBER 2010 
 
Dear Members, 
 
Welcome to yet another edition of the East African Civil Society Organizations’ Forum 

(EACSOF) E-newsletter. In this issue, we bring you news about various developments in 

the EAC and beyond. These include the East African Civil Society Consultation Meeting 

themed ‘the EAC: AU Shared Values’ that was organized by East African Civil Society 

Organisations’ Forum (EACSOF), the Colloquium of African Human Rights Court and 

Similar Institutions held on 4th-6th October, the outcome of the SEATINI and EACSOF 

meeting on strengthening the capacity of E.A Civil Society to influence the EPA 

negotiations and the regional integration process which took place on September in 

Nairobi.  We also share with you highlights of the sixth SADC Annual Civil Society Forum 

that was held on 13 - 15 August, 2010 at the Heja Game Lodge in Windhoek, Namibia, 

themed: “Regional Integration: Responding to People’s demands”.  

 

The forthcoming regional conference by CUTS ARC Nairobi in collaboration with the 

CUTS Geneva Resource Centre (CUTS GRC) on “Strengthening the role of Civil Society in 

Deepening EAC Regional Integration”: Perspectives from the BIEAC Project to be held on 

2nd – 3rd of November, 2010 at Snow Crest Hotel, Arusha, Tanzania and EACSOF 

invitation to participate in the Open Society Initiative for Eastern Africa (OSIEA) Regional 

Board meeting on November 20, 2010. Furthermore the upcoming EALS 2010 Annual 

Conference and General Meeting, which will take place on Saturday 20th November 

2010, at the Celexon Conference Centre, Bujumbura, Burundi.  

 

We also feature news from Member organizations as you will read in the e-newsletter. 
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I wish you all happy reading. 

Ms. Joyce Kevin Abalo 

EACSOF Co-ordinator. 

 

THE EAST AFRICAN CIVIL SOCIETY CONSULTATION MEETING THEMED ‘THE 

EAC: AU SHARED VALUES’  

 

 

EACSOF PARTICIPANTS POSE FOR A GROUP  PHOTO DURING THE MEETING HELD IN 

ARUSHA AT SNOWCREST HOTEL ON 16TH – 17 TH OCTOBER 2010. 

 

The East African Civil Society Organizations’ Forum (EACSOF) in its capacity as the 

umbrella body of all Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in collaboration with the 

Centre for Citizen Participation at the African Union (CCP-AU) convened a consultative 

meeting between 16th and 17th of October 2010 in Arusha bringing together a cross 

section of about 20 Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) from East African Partner States.  

 

The main purpose of the meeting was to expound on the concept of “Shared Values” as 

it is articulated and prioritized by CSOs in the region for the purpose of contributing to 
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the development of an African continental concept and practice of shared values. 

Additionally, the meeting sought to enhance CSO capacity through information 

exchange, awareness raising, knowledge and experience sharing and ultimately 

effectual networking in the African Union (AU) and East African Community (EAC) 

integration process. 

 

The meeting followed the decision of the 16th Ordinary Session of the Executive Council 

of the AU which recommended vide decision (EX.CL/Dec.525 [XVI]) to make “Shared 

Values” which is the third pillar of the AU Strategic Plan for 2009-20121 the theme of the 

Ordinary Session of the Assembly in January/February 2011. It further noted the need to 

put in place a Pan-African Architecture on Governance and identify obstacles and 

measures to be adopted to facilitate continental integration based on such shared 

values.  

 

The participants narrowed down to three key areas in which they sought to identify and 

discuss shared values namely;  

1. Human Rights; 

2. Elections, Democracy and Governance; and  

3. Gender.  

 

The participants identified the regional shared values inherent in the Treaty for the 

Establishment of the East African Community within the areas of human rights, 

democracy, elections, governance and gender as; 

 

1. In regard to Human Rights, the sanctity of life, tolerance of diversity and the 

basic need and conditions necessary for human survival; 

2. Regarding democracy, elections and governance, there was consensus on the 

common  belief in equitable and effective participation; accountability, 

                                                
1 Assembly/AU/3 (XIII), July 2009. 
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transparency and integrity; holding free, fair and participatory elections as core 

values in democracy, good governance and elections;  

3. Concerning gender, shared values in protection against Gender Based Violence 

and discrimination and promoting health as a basic human right; gender equality 

and gender equity; 

 

Participants finally made recommendations calling upon EAC and AU to;   

 

1. Ensure the AU and EAC Partner States speed up the process of domestication 

and implementation of the various continental and regional protocols and 

declarations aimed at promoting human rights, democracy, elections and gender 

equality and to put in place implementation, monitoring and enforcement 

mechanisms;  

2. Put in place programmes to enhance awareness creation with particular 

emphasis on employing the use of public media to facilitate this and further hold 

and support civic education programmes regarding all continental and regional 

instruments and policies vis-à-vis regional integration and human rights;  

3. On their part, the members of the East African Civil Society Organisations’ Forum 

committed to ensure constructive engagement in national, regional and 

international development initiatives with the African Union and the East African 

Community and offer effective collaboration and support in the development of 

the Shared Values, their implementation and monitoring of related processes. 
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THE COLLOQUIUM OF AFRICAN HUMAN RIGHTS COURT AND SIMILAR 

INSTITUTIONS  

 

 

Group photo 

Venue: Arusha Corridor Springs Hotel and Conference Centre, Arusha, Tanzania. (4th – 6th 

October, 2010) 

 

The African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights (the African Court), in collaboration 

with the Danish Institute for Human Rights (DIHR),and with the financial and technical 

support of the Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ) GmbH and 

the European Union, organised and hosted a Colloquium for continental and sub-

regional human rights courts and similar institutions responsible for the promotion and 

protection of human rights in Africa, from 4 to 6 October 2010, in Arusha, United 

Republic of Tanzania. 

 

The overall purpose of the Colloquium was to initiate judicial dialogue among these 

institutions, with a view to exploring ways and means of ensuring cooperation and 
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coordination, including the sharing of information and expertise, amongst all 

continental and sub-regional judicial and quasi judicial bodies responsible for the 

promotion and protection of human rights in Africa.  

 

THE CONFERENCE ON STRENGTHENING THE CAPACITY OF E.A CIVIL 

SOCIETY TO INFLUENCE THE EPA NEGOTIATIONS AND THE REGIONAL 

INTERGRATION PROCESS 

 

 

Venue: All Africa Conference of Churches Guest House and Conference Centre, Nairobi 

Kenya. (6th – 9th September 2010) 

 

SEATINI in collaboration with the East African Civil Society Organizations’ Forum held a 

regional workshop from the 6th – 9th September 2010 in Arusha to chart a way forward 

in strengthening the participation of civil society in trade related regional integration 

processes. This, the organizers hope shall ensure the provisions of these processes take 
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into account the needs and aspirations of the people and the strategic interests of the 

East African region. 

 

The Objectives of the workshop were; 

1. To review the progress made thus far in the regional integration process and in 

the EPA negotiations;  and their implications on people’s livelihoods and on 

sustainable development  

2. To evaluate CSO participation in these processes, at the national and regional 

levels   

3. To come up with strategies to strengthen CSOs’ effective participation in the EPA 

and regional integration processes at national and regional levels.  

4. To establish and strengthen the EACSOF Trade cluster; 

 

Topics for discussion included; EAC-EU EPA negotiations, EAC regional integration 

process; Evaluation of existing structures for civil society participation and Strategies for 

enhancing CSOs participation in the EPAs & regional integration process at national and 

regional levels. 

 

Participants were drawn from the civil societies working on trade in the EAC region; EAC 

secretariat; Trade negotiators; Ministry of EAC integration affairs and the Media. 

 

THE OUTCOMES; 

 The participants were equipped with an increased understanding of the EAC regional 

integration processes, the EAC-EU-EPA negotiations and the impact of these 

processes on livelihoods. 

 The workshop strengthened networking among the participating CSOs, and 

increased collaboration within the East African Civil Society Forum as a basis for 

building momentum for further engagement in trade and trade related processes 

especially during the negotiations for a comprehensive EPA agreement. 
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 The participants also agreed on concrete plan on how CSOs can effectively engage 

the next phase of the EAC-EPA negotiations in the next three months outlining 

action plans at local, country and regional level. 

 They also agreed on communication and linkages between countries, regional and 

continental level initiatives. 

For more information about the workshop, please contact Mr. Samuel Kasirye, 

Programme Officer, SEATINI on skasirye@seatini.org and Joyce Abalo, EACSOF 

Coordinator on, eacsof@gmail.com 

 

 

6TH SADC ANNUAL CIVIL SOCIETY FORUM 

 

The sixth SADC Civil Society Forum was held on 13, 14 and 15 August, 2010 at the Heja 

Game Lodge in Windhoek, Namibia. The theme of the Forum was: “Regional 

Integration: Responding to Peoples’ demands”. 

 

The forum was the climax of all civil society consultations. The aim of the forum was to 

influence the resolutions made during the Head of States’ Summit through a strong and 

unified civil society voice, as these determine the SADC agenda for the following year. 

 

Outcomes: 
 

 Input to SADC main meetings; 

 Cross learning and enhanced collaboration 

 Consensus built on civil society position on regional issues  

 Civil society positions agreed on for engagement at the Regional 

Consultative Conference 

 Improved partnership between civil society and  regional governments on 

issues related to regional development;  

 Communiqué stating the focus of discussion and the outcomes of the Civil 

Society Summit. 

 

mailto:skasirye@seatini.org
mailto:eacsof@gmail.com
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 The 6th Civil Society Forum was a culmination of a process preceded by various activities 

to ensure thorough civil society consultation both at national and regional levels to 

ensure concrete recommendations.  

In addition to this, the forum discussed and built consensus around the upcoming SADC 

Consultative Conference on the Financial Crisis which is to be held in Maseru, Lesotho in 

October, 2010. EACSOF has been invited to this meeting and is privileged to be part of 

the sixth Annual Forum of the SADC CNGO 2010.  

 

For more information about the sixth annual forum, please contact Ivy Mutwale, 

Membership and Networking Manager on ivym@sadc-cngo.org.bw Alternative, e-mail: 

ivy.mutwale@gmail.com 

 

 

REGIONAL CONFERENCE ON “STRENGTHENING THE ROLE OF CIVIL 

SOCIETY IN DEEPENING EAC REGIONAL INTEGRATION”: PERSPECTIVES 

FROM THE BIEAC PROJECT. 

 

CUTS ARC Nairobi (CUTS ARC) in collaboration with the CUTS Geneva Resource Centre 

(CUTS GRC) has organised a regional conference on “Strengthening the role of Civil 

Society in Deepening EAC Regional Integration”: Perspectives from the BIEAC Project to 

be held on 2nd – 3rd of November, 2010 at Snow Crest Hotel, Arusha, Tanzania. The 

specific role of this conference is to empower Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) in the 

EAC to identify their roles and engage proactively in the EAC integration process. 

Specifically, the project was initiated to empower CSOs to be able to identify challenges 

relating to effective implementation of the EAC regional integration policies. The 

themed project has been implemented through trade policy researches, a number of 

studies with national and regional implementations on the EAC integration process have 

since been carried out within the project. It is upon this background that on the 2nd 

mailto:ivym@sadc-cngo.org.bw
mailto:ivy.mutwale@gmail.com
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November a synthesis paper on CSOs perspectives will be presented documenting the 

study findings from the two phases. 

 

On 3rd November 2010, CUTS International in partnership with the Commonwealth 

Foundation under its Commonwealth Fund will host a one day Forum dubbed “Pre Least 

Developed Countries (LDC) Civil Society Forum”. This will be a preparatory meeting in 

view of the forthcoming United Nations Conference on LDCs that will be held early next 

year in Istanbul Turkey. The preparatory meeting will provide a forum to suggest 

measures in favour of LDCs taking into account the weaknesses realised during the 

implementation process of the Brussels Program of Action for the decade 2001-2010 

that was adopted at the United Nations Conference on LDCs held in Brussels in 2002. 

The Forum will have the following objectives: 

1. To provide a platform for CSOs from African LDCs to discuss the 

implementation of the Brussels Program of Action 

2. To contribute to better understanding of CSOS from African LDCs issues 

related to LDC IV thus enabling them to contribute more substantively 

towards a successful LDC IV. 

3. To reduce the "advocacy" gap on developmental challenges faced by the 

LDCs and 

4. To prepare appropriate recommendations for the consideration of LDC IV. 

On our part the conference seems relevant as we form part of myriad of Civil Society 

Organizations in East African bloc under the umbrella of the East African Civil Society 

Organization Forum. 

 

 

 

EACSOF INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE OPEN SOCIETY INITIATIVE 

FOR EASTERN AFRICA (OSIEA) REGIONAL BOARD MEETING ON 

NOVEMBER 20, 2010 
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The Open Society Initiative for Eastern Africa (OSIEA) has organized one day Regional 

Board meeting to be held at the African Tulip in Arusha, Tanzania on Saturday, 

November 20th, 2010.   

 

In 2005, OSIEA was established to promote public participation in democratic 

governance, the rule of law, and respect for human rights by awarding grants, 

developing programs, and bringing together diverse civil society leaders and groups 

from Eastern Africa.  

 

The objective of this meeting is to discuss how OSIEA might better accommodate 

regional interventions in both existing and future areas of work. In this meeting valued 

partners and strategic players at the regional level will be called upon to share not so 

much what their organization does; rather, their perspectives on possible openings at 

the regional level in which OSIEA might be able to make a contribution and/or add value 

in the coming years. It is our hope that our attendances will strengthen working ties 

with the OSIEA. 

 

EALS 2010 ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND GENERAL MEETING   

 

The East Africa Law Society is organizing its 15th Annual General Meeting for the Year 

2010 which is to be held on Saturday 20th November 2010, at the Celexon Conference 

Centre, Bujumbura, Burundi.  

 

The Agenda in this meeting  will include: Confirmation of the minutes of the Annual 

General Meeting held in Kigali on November 28, 2009; Report of the Governing Council; 

Report of the Treasurer; consideration of the application by the Somaliland Lawyers 

Association and the Eritrea Law Society to join EALS; and EALS Governing Council 

elections. 
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Furthermore the Annual General Meeting will be preceded by the Annual Conference of 

the East Africa Law Society, under the theme ‘One East Africa: Democracy And Good 

Governance’, which shall be held on November 19, 2010 from 9.00 am at the same 

venue.  

 

EALS shall invite the participation of international speakers of repute to this meeting 

and the conference programme will include presentations on various relevant topics of 

interest.  

 

EALS is pleased to welcome all its members and Lawyers in East Africa to attend this 

Conference and meeting. 

 

For more information about the EALS fifteen Annual Conference and General Meeting, 

please contact Bobi Odiko, Information and Communication Officer on 

bodiko@ealawsociety.org  

 

MEMBER NEWS 

 

SID AND EASSI CIVIL SOCIETY CONSULTATIVE MEETING FOR THE 

ADOPTION OF A GENDER PROTOCOL FOR THE EAST AFRICA COMMUNITY 

 

 

Group Work Session 
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On September 6 -7 , 2010,  the Society for International Development – Regional office 

for East Africa (SID) -  jointly with the Eastern African Sub-Regional Support Initiative for 

the Advancement of Women (EASSI) held a consultative meeting in Nairobi with 

members of civil society from the East Africa Community (EAC) partner states working 

on women’s rights issues and gender equality. The meeting was undertaken with the 

support of Diakona Sweden and it was designed to present a draft Gender Protocol, 

developed by EASSI together with its network members. Different views about 

possibilities and contents of an EAC Gender Protocol (intended to be similar in 

substance to the Gender Protocol adopted by the Southern African Development 

Community) were shared and debated among participants. 

 

SID contributed to the discussion by proposing the creation of a regional monitoring and 

evaluation framework, to underpin such a Protocol to act as an accountability 

mechanism for states parties. The proposed structure of this monitoring and evaluation 

framework is built on the outcomes of a research undertaken by SID between 2008 and 

2009 on the availability of data within EAC for mapping out and evaluating gender 

disparities and women-specific developmental challenges within the region. The 

identification of data was informed by the African Gender and Development Index 

(AGDI), a monitoring tool developed by the United Nations Economic Commission for 

Africa and tailored to reflect the development context in Africa and the gender issues 

facing populations within the region. 

 

Representatives of regional institutions and national member states participated at the 

meeting. Matrine Chuulu, who is a member of SADC Gender Protocol Alliance and 

regional coordinator of Women and Law in Southern Africa (WLSA), shared the 

experience of the SADC Alliance in engaging southern African states to work together 

and adopt the Gender Protocol and highlighted strategies, gains, and lessons learnt. 

Perpetue Miganda, Principal Gender and Community Development Officer at the EAC 
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presented  the initiatives that the EAC Secretariat is carrying out (together with its 

development partners) towards the advancement of women’s rights and gender 

equality issues within the regional integration agenda, and the opportunities for 

collaboration with civil society. Ms. Miganda also highlighted the challenges of 

advocating for a Gender Protocol based on the current institutional set-up.  The Chief 

Executive Officer of the East Africa Law Society, Tito Byenkya, also presented on the 

legal processes that would need to be followed in the adoption of such a Protocol for 

the region. 

 

Participants discussed what in their opinions were the main opportunities and hurdles 

of such initiative and developed country-specific strategies aimed at: 

 

1. Creating awareness around this initiative among the broader civil society 

within their countries; 

2. Advocating for national governments to take on-board this agenda; 

3. Lobbying for a regional platform that enables discussions to begin within 

EAC institutions on the adoption of the Protocol and of a corresponding 

monitoring and evaluation framework. 

 

At the end of this meeting it was agreed by the participants that, SID and EASSI will seek 

to facilitate the development of national strategies, with the support of EASSI’s country 

focal points. 

 

 

EACSOF INVITATION TO REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON HUMAN RIGHTS, HIV 

& AIDS AND THE LAW 

 

The East African National Network of AIDS Service Organisations, EANNASO, together 

with the United Nations Development Programme, UNDP has invited EACSOF to 
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participate in a training workshop for Legislative Drafters and other legal experts from 

relevant government ministries and government institutions from the EAST African 

Community Partners States on HIV & AIDS, Human Rights, and the Law scheduled to 

take place on 22nd 23rd November 2010 in Nairobi, Kenya. 

 

The training is essential in that it underscores the relationship between HIV & AIDS and 

Human Rights with a focus on the existing legislations in the region. The training will also 

specifically assess issues around criminalization of HIV transmission in the current 

regional context and look at applicable international and regional human rights 

instruments and their implication to the response to HIV & AIDS in East Africa. 

 

The workshop aims at achieving the overall goal of building a deeper understanding for 

responsive and rights – based HIV and AIDS legislation in East Africa 

 

For any inquiry about the meeting you may contact Julius Sabuni on 

Sabuni@eannaso.org or eannaso@eannaso.org     
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