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Dear Readers, 

 
Welcome to the March edition of the East 
African Civil Society Organisations’ 
Forum (EACSOF) E-newsletter. In this 
issue, we bring you information on the 
forthcoming 4th Annual EACSOF, 
information on the pertinent fee for 
EACSOF’s members’ registration, the 
Governing Council Strategic Planning 
meeting and the recently concluded 
national consultation on the draft EAC-
EACSOF Civil Society Mobilization 
Strategy in the EAC Partner States. 
We also feature news from the East 
African Community (EAC) on the 
upcoming activities namely; the 20th EAC 
Council of Ministers’ meeting, 
Formulation of the EAC Civil Society 
Mobilization Strategy. This e-newsletter 
edition also features news from other 
membership organizations’ as you will 
read on the last page of the e-newsletter. 
 
I wish you all happy reading. 
 
Ms. Joyce Kevin Abalo 
EACSOF Co-ordinator. 
 
 
EACSOF to hold its 4

th
 Annual Forum 

in Arusha 

 

The East African Civil Society 
Organizations’ Forum (EACSOF), in joint 
partnership with the East African 
Community, East Africa Law Society, the 
German Technical Cooperation (GTZ) and 

Oxfam Great Britain, plans to organize the 
4th Annual Civil Society Organisations’ 
Forum on the EAC, to be held in Arusha, 

Tanzania on 22
nd

 and 23
rd

 April 2010. 
 
This year’s forum is themed ‘The Roles of 
Civil Society in the EAC Common 
Market’ and will feature presentations on 
various topics namely:  
 

� The East African Community 
CommonMarket:The Opportunities 
and Challenges for the Civil 
Society and Professionals in the 
region,  

� The Structure of EACSOF within 
the Architecture of the East African 
Community,  

� Analysis of regional Peace and 
Security and exploring the Roles of 
Civil Society in Promotion and 
Protection of Democracy, Good 
Governance and Public 
Accountability in the region and 
African Union,  

� An overview of the regional draft  
HIV/AIDS Bill, its Process and 
Advocacy Strategy,  

� Analysing the Trends in the Region 
to Control CSOs and Change the 
Power Matrix: A Case of Uganda, 
Burundi and Kenya,  

� Exploring the Status of Gender and 
Development in the EAC: 
Application of the Human Rights 
Based Approaches to 
Mainstreaming Gender in all 
Sectors in the region,  

� Assessing the Impact of Climate 
Change on Food Security, 
Agriculture, Ecosystem and Trade 
in the East African Community.  

 
The Forum will host about 100-150 
representatives of CSOs and development 
partners who have keen interest in the 
integration process in East Africa and 
beyond to share experience and best 
practices to strengthen their participation 
as well as networking in the integration 



process. The Guest of honour at this Forum 
is expected to be the Secretary General of 
the East African Community, Amb. Juma 
Volter Mwapachu. Other expected 
dignitaries are from the Southern African 
Development Council of NGO (SADC-
CNGO), West African Civil Society 
Organisation Forum (WASCOF), Centre 
for Citizen Participation at the African 
Union (CCP-AU), Centre for African Civil 
Society and development partners as 
observers will also be invited to grace the 
occasion. 
 
Bona fide CSOs, NGOs, CBOs and 
Network in the region that will be invited 
to the Forum are requested to formalize 
their membership and are called upon to 
come along with their annual subscription 
fee for the year 2010 of $250. Those with 
ready membership application to the 
Forum are also welcome to send their 
application to the Forum Secretariat before 
the 15th April 2010 for it to be considered 
by the Governing Council at their next 
meeting in April 2010. 
 
Due to financial constraints, organizations 
interested and in a position to self fund for 
their participation in the 4th Annual Forum 
are invited to contact the EACSOF 
Secretariat by the first week of April 2010, 
through the following e-mail addresses, 
Jabalo@ealawsociety.org or by Telephone 
(+255 27) 250 3135.  
 
EACSOF Governing Council Strategic 

Planning 

 
The Governing Council of EACSOF is 
scheduled to meet on the 19th-20th April in 
Arusha Tanzania to complete the draft  
three years strategic plan of the Forum. 
The  strategic plan is expected to drive the 
functioning and operational activities of 
the forum for the next three years. This 
completion of the strategic plan is made 
possible with the financial support from 
German Technical Co-operation (GTZ) 
and Oxfam GB. The governing council 

will then proceed to conduct their meeting 
to deliberate on the Forum bussiness. 
 
Information on Membership to 

EACSOF  

 

The Governing Council is expected to 
meet on the 21st of April 2010 in Arusha to 
deliberate on the upcoming 4th Annual 
Forum conduct other bussines of EACSOF 
which among others, shall debate on the 
membership application to the Forum. 
Members who have applied to get formal 
membership to the Forum will be able to 
get feed back on their application status 
during the Annual General meeting. 
Among the members who have applied for 
formal membership to the Forum includes, 
 

� Southern and Eastern African 
Trade Information and Negotiating 
Institute (SEATINI) 

� Eastern and Southern Africa Small 
Scale Farmers’ Forum (ESAFF) 

� Mwanza Non Governmental 
Organization (10/08/2009) 

� Human Rights Network Uganda 
(Hurinet) 

 
Members and new organizations interested 
in formalizing their membership to the 
Forum are invited to tender in their 
application to EACSOF Secretariat before 
the 17th of April for the governing council 
consideration of their application for the 
year 2010. 
 
The membership fee for the formal 
membership for all member organization is 
$250 per annum. 
For membership transfer of funds to East 
African Civil Society Organizations’ 
Forum can be made at Barclays Bank 
Tanzania Limited on the following account 
detail, 
 
Beneficiary Name:   East African Civil 

Society Organizations’ Forum 

(EACSOF) 



Beneficiary Account Number: A/C no 

002-6011647 USD Account 

Beneficiary Bank Name: Barclays Bank 
Tanzania Limited, P.O. Box 14652 Arusha, 
Tanzania 
Beneficiary Bank SWIFT Code: 

BARCTZTZ. 
 
Invoice for membership payment is 
available at the EACSOF Secretariat. 
Recepts shall be issued immediately to the 
organizations that have notifed us of the 
mnembership payment. For more 
information on the membership application 
form, invoice and application status, please 
contact Joyce Abalo at 
Jabalo@ealawsociety.org 
 
EACSOF to meet the EAC Secretary 

General 

EACSOF is in the process to meet the 
EAC Secretary General in April 2010. The 
objective of this meeting is to discuss 
formal working relationship between 
EACSOF and the EAC. The justification 
for this meeting has been laid by the  fact 
that, the EAC as a regional economic 
community requires civil society 
participation it it’s organs, institutions and 
activities institutionalised in a policy 
framework to ensure that the active 
participation and involvement of civil 
society is prioritised in the regional 
integration process. 

More-so, the East African Community 
(EAC) Treaty and the East African 
Community Development Strategy take 
cognisance of the fact that the process of 
economic and social integration is complex 
and its attainment depends on the 
collective efforts of its Partner States, civil 
society as well as the individual peoples of 
East Africa. The East African Treaty in 
particular addresses the participation of 
Non-State Actors, and the five Partner 
States agreed to provide an enabling 
environment for the private sector and civil 
society to participate and undertake to 
formulate strategies to promote continuous 

dialogue at national and community level 
to help create an improved business 
environment for the implementation of 
agreed decisions in all economic sectors. 

Further to the above, the EAC Council of 
Ministers at its 19th meeting directed the 
Secretariat to formalize the Forum 
provided for under Article 127(4) of the 
Treaty with a proposal on Rules of 
Procedure to guide the participation of the 
private sector, civil society and other 
interest groups and report to the Council at 
its 20th Meeting; (EAC/CM 
19/Directive 27) 
  
In addition to the above, during the EAC 
1st meeting of Civil Society Mobilization 
Experts held at Silver Springs in 
Nairobi from 25th to 27th November, 2009 
where the experts formulated a draft Civil 
Society Mobilization Strategy, the experts 
recommended that EACSOF should be 
fully recognised by the EAC as a 
mechanism for civil society engagement 
and mobilization and that a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) between the 
EAC and EACSOF be signed in order to 
start a formal working relationship with the 
East African Community. 

It’s also worth noting that, the 5 EAC 
states are all at different levels in terms of 
their commitment towards working and 
advancement of civil society and putting 
policy implementation of the same. This 
demonstrates the need for adequate civil 
society participation and sharing of 
experiences to raise the bar for those 
countries lagging behind and raise it even 
higher for those countries showing some 
progress towards inclusive participation of 
all stakeholders in development and 
integration process.  

Therefore, the proposed meeting shall 
present an opportunity to discuss 
appropriate mechanisms of collaboration 
with specific focus on the following; 

1. To brief the EAC on the 
progress made towards 



institutionalization of the East 
African Civil Society 
Organizations’ Forum 
(EACSOF) 

2. Discuss the possibility of 
signing an Memorandum of 
Understanding between the 
EAC and the EACSOF;   

3. To agree on the appropriate 
projects for joint intervention 
between the EAC and 
EACSOF; 

4. To get update and share 
experiences on recent 
development  at the EAC in 
relation to civil society 
participation; 

5. Discuss the Forthcoming 4th 
Annual East African Civil 
Society Forum.  

In attendance from EACSOF, shall be the 
President, Prof. Chris Maina Peter, the 
Forum Coordinator, Ms. Joyce Kevin 
Abalo, and Ms. Alice Nayebare, Ag. CEO, 
East Africa Law Society. 

NEWS FROM THE EAST AFRICAN 

COMMUNITY 

EAC Develops Civil Society 

Mobilization Strategy 

 

The first meeting of the civil society 
mobilization expert was held from the 25th 
-27th November 2009 at Silver Spring 
Hotel, Nairobi Kenya. The objective of the 
three days meeting was to formulate the 
EAC civil society mobilization strategy. 
This meeting saw the participation of 
EACSOF Governing Council and the 
representatives of the national government 
in each Partner States. The main purpose 
of the strategy is three folds; 

� To provide space for civil society 
participation in deepening and 
widening the integration process 

� To institutionalize dialogue 
between the EAC  and the civil 
society 

� Enhance participation of the 
citizenry in the integration process. 

The draft civil society mobilization 
strategy was formulated at the Nairobi 
meeting. EAC with the financial support 
from the German Technical Cooperation 
(GTZ) and in collaboration with the East 
African Civil Society Organization Forum 
has gone through the Partner States to 
consult with national civil society and 
government representatives on the draft 
strategy before presenting the final strategy 
to the sectoral committee on gender and 
community development meeting which 
took place on the 17th -18th March 2010 in 
Arusha. The Forum was represented in the 
national consultation on the civil society 
strategy by Ms. Joyce Kevin Abalo, 
Coordinator, EACSOF and the respective 
Governing Council in each Partner States. 
 
The EAC Council of Ministers Meeting 

in Arusha 

 

The 20th  meeting of the Council of 
Ministers is taking place at the AICC, 
Arusha, Tanzania. The meeting shall be 
running from the 19th–24th March 2010. 
According to the Background paper                                             
(Ref: EAC/CM 20/BP/2010), the 20th 
Council of Ministers as usual has 
commenced with the session of Senior 
Officials on Friday 19th to Sunday 21st  
March 2010. This will be followed by the 
sesssion of the Co-ordination Committee 
(Permanent Secretaries) on Monday 22nd –
Tuesday 23rd March 2010. The meeting 
shall conclude with the Sesssion of the 
Ministers and Hon. Attorneys General on 
Wednesday 24th March 2010.  In 
attendance, are the Officials from the 
Partner States, civil society with observer 
status at the East African Community and 
international observers. 
 
The meeting shall consider the following; 
 



� A report on the implementation of 
previous decisions 

� The report of the office of the 
secretary general among which 
shall feature; 

1. Report on the 12th Meeting 
of the Sectoral Council of 
Ministers Responsible for 
EAC Affairs 

2. Report on the 9th Meeting of 
the Sectoral Council on 
Legal and Judicial Affairs 

3. Proposal for the 
Amendment of the Treaty 
for the Establishment of the 
East African Community  

4. Proposals for the 
Amendment of Rules of 
Procedure of Executive 
Organs 

5. Report on Co-operation in 
Defence 

6. Report on the Establishment 
of the EAC   Development 
Fund 

� A report on planning and 
infrastructure  

� A report on productive and social 
sectors 

�  A report on political matters 

� A report on customs and trade 
matters 

� The report of finance and 
administration committee 

� Reports of other EAC organs 

1. East African Court of 
Justice 

2. East African Legislative 
Assembly 

� Reports of EAC Institutions 

1. East African Civil Aviation 
and Safety and Security  

Oversight  Agency, 
(CASSOA) 

2. Lake Victoria Basin 
Commission(LVBC) 

3. Lake Victoria Fisheries 
Organization (LVFO) 

4. Inter-University Council for 
East Africa (IUCEA) 

5. East African Development 
Bank (EADB) 

 

� The draft annual reports 2007/2008 
and 2008/2009 

� The report of the eac 10th 
anniversary observance 

� A progress report on the 
implementation of the east african 
community common market 
protocol. 

 

MEMBERS COLUMN 

EASSI EADGE Campaign Meeting 

Held in Arusha 

The East African Sub-Regional Support 
Initiative for the Advancement of Women 
(EASSI) in Collaboration with the East 
Africa Law Society (EALS) held a one day 
national awareness creation meeting on the 
Draft East African Community Protocol on 
Gender Equality on the 12th February at the 
East African Hotel, Arusha, Tanzania.  The 
objective of the meeting was to procure the 
inputs of the Tanzanian civil society and 
NGOs on the draft EAC gender protocol. 
 
EASSI is a sub regional organization 
working in eight countries in the Eastern 
African Sub-Region.  These countries are: 
Burundi, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Somalia, 
Rwanda, Tanzania, and Kenya.  Each of 
these countries has a focal point for 
EASSI. 
 



EASSI’s core business is to monitor 
government implementation of the Beijing 
Platform for Action that was signed during 
the 4th World Conference on Women held 
in Beijing China in 1995. 
 

EASSI has embarked on a campaign to 
support governments’ efforts to ensure that 
gender is mainstreamed within the 
Community and its organization as well as 
implemented within the East African 
Community member states. It is in line 
with this that EASSI has developed a Draft 
Protocol on Gender Equality (EADGE), 
whose overall goal is to contribute to 
gender equality, equity and sustainable 
development within the East African 
Community. 
 
The EADGE campaign was launched in 
each EAC state between November and 
December 2008. The East African 
Declaration on Gender Equality Project 
(EADGE) together with other coalition 
partners under EASSI has come up with a 
document – the EAC Protocol on Gender 
Equality- which is expected to re-ignite 
unity amongst all East African Countries 
into one Gender Agenda. 
 
For more information on the EADGE 
Project and the draft EAC gender Protocol, 
please contact the Project Officer, EADGE 
on eassi.eassi@gmail.com 


