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  Introduction from the CEO 
Dear Compatriots and Partners,

Welcome to the October - December 2012 Newsletter of the East 

African Civil Society Organisations’ Forum (EACSOF).

In this issue, we bring you the outcomes of various processes, including important meetings, work-

shops and conferences. EACSOF members and partners undertook a number of strategic interven-

tions including Workshop on the National Dialogue Framework for CSO/PSO participation in the EAC 

processes, KcKs Regional Consultative Meeting on Tanzania’s Proposed Amendment of the EAC Trea-

ty Relating to EALA’s Legislative Function, Film Making for the Secretary General’s Workshop in Dar es 

Salaam in Partnership with Giz, Tanzanian Civil Society  Conference, Gender Equality within RECs in 

Africa and UNNGOF Survey on the EAC – “Half Of Ugandans Ignorant about the EAC”.

The last three brought many successes at EACSOF and a sense fulfi llment in the wider civil society. 

Work at EACSOF Secretariat gained momentum upon the arrival of two new colleagues - Finance 

Management Advisor and Organizational Development Expert from VSOJitolee Nairobi with OSIEA 

support.EACSOF together with EABC launched a joint EAC Health Platform. The Dialogue Framework 

for CSO/PSO participation in the EAC integration process was approved by the Council of Ministers 

and the fi rst SGs Forum launched with support from GiZ, TMEA and OSIEA.    

I wish you all happy reading.

Martin Mwondha.

Chief Executive Offi  cer.



 I want to thank MEACA for initiating this process 
and my colleagues from SEATINI for leading the 
process of developing a discussion document that 
we can start working with.  

Let me start by noting that East Africa is a region 
with lots of opportunity.  It has a total land area 
of 1.82 million sq. km, a population (2010) of 133.1 
million and a GDP (at current prices) of $79.2 billion 
with an average GDP per capita of $685.  There are 
minerals in several parts, some of the best tourist 
spots in the world – from Kilimanjaro, to the Goril-
las and memorable rivers.  

As a region we are blessed but also have gone 
through several challenges that stand in the way 
of progress. Integration therefore offers promise 
and opportunity to the people of East Africa.     

Before we delve into the dialogue framework, it is 
important for us to conceptually clarify what we 
are dealing with. 
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Mr. Richard Ssewakiryanga

EACSOF’s   President Mr. Richard Ssewakiryanga, who is 
also the Executive Director of the Uganda National NGO 
Forum made the following opening remarks at the start 
of the workshop.

Welcoming Speech

• The Permanent Secretary – MEACA
• The Commissioner/PSS
• Civil Society and Private Sector Leaders
• Ladies and Gentlemen 
• All Protocol Observed 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this meet-
ing where we are considering the possibility of develop-
ing a national dialogue framework as part of the process 
of domesticating the East African Dialogue Framework 
process. 

Workshop on the National Dialogue Framework for Civil Society Organisations 
(CSOs)  and Private Sector Organisations (PSOs) participation in the EAC processes.

Background

A workshop on the National Dialogue Framework for CSO/PSO participation in the EAC processes was 
held on 2nd October 2012 at Silver Springs Hotel in Bugolobi, Uganda. This was an initiative of the Min-
istry of East African Community Affairs (MEACA) that brought together stakeholders to discuss the pos-
sibility of developing a national dialogue framework as part of the process of domesticating the East 
African Dialogue Framework Process. 



 
 Scholars have characterized integration in three dimensions:

1. Open regionalism characterized by outward -orientation, where policies of integrating countries are collec-
tively set; lowering and eliminating obstacles to trade and investment, including tariff and non-tariff barriers; 
market driven integration in which the state discourages multinational monopolies; private and civil society 
sector involvement where the overall purpose of integration is for the benefit of the people in the region and 
the state becomes a facilitator of the process through policy, while the people remain the main drivers of the 
process. 

2. Subsidiarity – This is a term popularized by the Europeans, which refers to a situation whereby states do 
not create regional institutions or structures that are already effective at national level.  In other words re-
gional institutions should be accountable on activities that are better handled at the regional level. Thus the 
recent rejection of the regional university accreditation bill by the East African Legislative Assembly is in this 
light. (The East African December 5-11 2011, p.14). This is important to avoid straining administrative capacity 
and also to leave room for commitment and authority at regional level. This principle should also apply for 
civil society and private sector actors. 

3. Pragmatism and Gradualism - Integration also means that fundamentally, credible integration is built on 
pragmatic, gradual steps that reinforce trust and commitment so that the process is self-perpetuating. Re-
gional integration should have a clear vision achieved through building blocks determined by clear time-
tables and targets that are “credible and realistic”.

Workshop on the National Dialogue Framework for Civil Society Organisations 
(CSOs)  and Private Sector Organisations (PSOs) participation in the EAC processes.
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The above characteristics are very important in realizing the aspirations of the integration process.  
In Uganda we are lucky because there are several good practices in our policy history that have promoted 
ideas of dialogue and citizen participation.  We have had processes such as participatory planning and 
budgeting for a long time and in the early days there was intensive interaction between citizens and public 
servants. 

 Today there are several initiatives that are promoted by civil society as well as government, where different 
forms of citizen-state interactions are taking place.  These range from structured dialogue between gov-
ernment and civil society as evidenced in such processes as the CSO participation in various sector reviews 
and committees, like the Expanded Board for the National Planning Authority, the African Peer Review 
Mechanism (APRM) Process, The Technical and Oversight Committees of the Office of the Prime Minister, 
the Presidential Investors’ Roundtable for private sector actors and the recently signed Memorandum of 
Understanding between Parliament and CSOs.

 Government has also put in place such initiatives as the Baraza as platforms to enhance citizen dialogue 
and the monitoring of government programmes at sub-county level.  



•  Unfavorable climate for long-term, large-scale 
investments because policies are unstable, while 
risks    and transaction costs are still high.

Yet as all this happens, the East African region 
is increasingly becoming connected; with both 
political and social flux represented by more 
progress towards integration.  

On a social level, citizens are taking integration 
in their own hands. For instance, today musicians 
from Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania are collaborat-
ing a lot more. They are singing in their local lan-
guages and in Swahili, to create an all-inclusive 
and boundary-less listenership in the region.

 Many parents across East Africa are choosing 
education systems in neighboring countries for 
their children. In Uganda several schools and uni-
versities have got significant student populations 
from Tanzania and Kenya.

Many of the service providers such as telecom 
companies are providing services that are reach-
ing across all the five East African countries. In 
government, the national budgets are being 
read on the same day in all East African countries. 
There are several opportunities for security forces 
to jointly plan regional security initiatives across 
the region. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, East Africa is also a region 
with several similarities and complementarities.
 Some of these include:  

•   Comparable demographic transition – one of the 
    youngest populations in the world .

•   Similar challenges to education systems and job 
    markets.

•   Economic growth constraints arising from weak 
    infrastructure and energy
•   Private sector led and market-based development 
    policies with slow investment and employment  
     gains.

•  Failure to attract sufficient private capital and 
   exper-tise into agriculture to transform the liveli
   hoods of the poor.

In terms of the political character of the region, one 
can also see several interesting strands that include;

•  State systems that differ in back-ground but have 
   similarities on basics such as multi-partyism with 
   varying levels of fair participation from country to 
   country.

•  Deep political motivations still prevail in the region

•  Ethnic loyalties still endure and are expressed in 
    several ways, especially at election time.

•  Short term thinking of some politicians that breeds 
    incomplete economic liberalization.

•  Business still flourishes in protected niches where 
    rents can be extracted – with some countries 
    guarding their new found mineral resources jeal-
    ously.

Workshop on the National Dialogue Framework for Civil Society Organisations 
(CSOs)  and Private Sector Organisations(PSOs) participation in the EAC processes.



In Uganda, the President won with a large major-
ity but in probably one of the most contentious 
and contested Presidential elections that have 
been accompanied with numerous strikes, riots 
and protests following closely in the heels of the 
post-election victory. What we see in all these 
different countries is unprecedented levels of 
economic and political flux with citizens, in vari-
ous forms, standing up to state failure to manage 
the economy and public funds, and to deliver 
services, as well as agitating for the development 
of effective governance mechanisms. 

 Across East Africa it is now clear that one of the 
most significant developments is the changing 
face of citizen engagement. Not only is citizen 
agency growing but it is creating various forms 
of state responses – from citizen responsiveness 
in Kenya, to strong-arm techniques in Uganda 
and hybrid forms of state engagement in Tanza-
nia. Clearly this instability points to a situation in 
which dialogue can play a role. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, what is clear is that we 
need to rethink our engagement models and 
strategies in the region. 
 We need to take advantage of; 

1.  The newly instituted free-trade area and cus-
toms union;
2.  The promised opportunities for cooperation in 
the provision of public goods and services;
3.  The common market;
4.  And the eventual goal of monetary and politi-
cal union under a federal constitution

Let me end by saying that as we deliberate today, 
we should think about all the dimensions that 
are happening both in the formal and informal 
spaces and use them to structure the nature of 
our national dialogue framework.
Welcome and wish you fruitful deliberations.
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The East African Legislative Assembly is designing 
ways of playing a more prominent role across East 
Africa, even with the ongoing threats to reduce its 
powers. There are several laws and protocols be-
ing reviewed today to try and respond to the op-
portunities arising from the integration process. For 
example, the immigration laws are under review, a 
common market has been established, as monetary 
union and political federation are being planned. All 
these aspects indicate that government and citizens 
across the region are working towards deeper inte-
gration. 

On its part, civil society is also looking at ways in 
which it can reposition itself. The East African Civil 
Society Forum has been formed to bring together 
civil society actors from all the five countries with the 
objective of strengthening the work of civil society 
across the region and supporting collaborative work. 
This platform provides an opportunity for civil soci-
ety actors across the region to find mechanisms that 
allow them to organize differently and meaningfully.  
Although this is currently a young structure, it offers 
opportunities for civil society to work together in a 
manner that can eventually provide meaningful lead-
ership and impact of civil society across the sector 
and across the region.  As Uganda we now have the 
presidency of EACSOF and we see this as an opportu-
nity for us to contribute meaningfully to deepening 
citizen-led integration.

On the political front, most of the governments in 
East Africa are faced with an active citizenry that is 
working under stringent conditions. In Kenya the 
alliance that was formed after the election violence is 
faced with a global inquiry in the International Crimi-
nal Court. The current President is not eligible for 
re-election and the political landscape is one that is 
driven by citizen energy, with citizens upbeat about 
the new Constitution and its prospects. In Tanzania 
the ruling political party has had to contend with a 
narrower margin of victory and now the Parliament is 
populated by a younger group of politicians. 

Workshop on the National Dialogue Framework for Civil Society Organisations 
(CSOs)  and Private Sector Organisations(PSOs) participation in the EAC processes.
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REGIONAL CONSULTATIVE MEETING ON TANZANIA’S PROPOSED AMENDMENT 

OF THE EAC TREATY RELATING TO EALA’S LEGISLATIVE FUNCTION 

 Deliberations 
Kituo Cha Katiba brought together differ-
ent civil society actors from the region to 
discuss the United Republic of Tanzania’s 
proposed amendment of the EAC Treaty 
relating to the legislative function of EALA.  
Dr. Adams Oloo, Head of Department 
Political Science and Public Administration, 
University of Nairobi Kenya; presented a 
scholarly lead paper on the subject, while 
Hon. Dan Wandera Ogalo, a legal practi-
tioner in Kampala Uganda and a former 
member of EALA, was the discussant. 
The outcome of the forum was the 
following communiqué: 

Background 
Kituo Cha Katiba: Eastern Africa Centre for Constitutional Development (KCK) 
with support from the Open Society Institute for Eastern Africa (OSIEA) un-
dertook an advocacy  project  to  counteract   a proposal to  amend the Treaty 
Establishing the East African Community. The proposed amendment seeks to 
curtail the East Africa Legislative Assembly (EALA)’s legislative function . The 
project  involved a Regional Consultative Meeting and media activities on the 
9th of November 2012 at the East African Hotel in Arusha-Tanzania.

The specific objective of the project was to influence  the proposed amend-
ment of the EAC Treaty regarding the legislative function of EALA to conform 
to basic constitutional, democratic and governance principles.

The Aims of the Meeting were to:
1.  Provide a forum for stakeholders from within civil society across the region 
to discuss the implications of Tanzania’s proposal and Uganda’s proposal in 
light of the basic principles of democracy, good governance and constitution-
alism as well as its legal implications including its effect on EALA Bills pending 
assent by the Summit, and to devise specific recommendations and a way 
forward.
2. Create awareness in the region on the proposed amendment and its impli-
cations.

Left Picture:
CSO representatives at the Regional 
Consultative Meeting on Tanzania’s 
Proposed Amendment of the EAC 
Treaty Relating to EALA’s Legislative 
Function on the 9th of November 
2012 at the East African Hotel in 
Arusha-Tanzania.



East  African Civil Society Organisations ‘ Forum

EACSOF  October-December 2012 Newsletter 

8

Ea
st

  A
fr

ic
an

  C
iv

il 
 S

oc
ie

ty
  O

rg
an

is
at

io
ns

’  
Fo

ru
m

Joint CSO Communiqué 
Regional Consultative Meeting on Tanzania’s Proposed Amendments of the EAC 
Treaty Relating to the Initiation of Bills in the  East African Legislative Assembly 
9th November 2012 

1.  We, the participants at the regional consultative forum by civil society organisations held in Arusha, Tanzania, under the 
auspices of Kituo Cha Katiba on the 9th Day of November 2012, drawn from all the East African Community (EAC) member states 
to consult on the proposed changes by The United Republic of Tanzania on the Treaty establishing the East African Community 
with regards to East African Legislative Assembly (EALA’s) legislative function.2.   Following the deliberations on the proposal 
relating to the initiation of Bills in EALA submitted by Tanzania [letter Ref.  CHA.129/129/240/01 “E” dated 16th April 2012 to the 
Secretary General.] the following are our key observations:

The justification for the proposal is:
a.  First, increasing the role of Council as representatives of Partner States in EAC’s legislative process
b.  Second, ensuring that sectoral ministers participate effectively through the Council in the legislative process and 
c.  Third, provide for the roles of national parliaments in the legislative process.
3.   Aware that the proposal has not had the input of the people of East Africa as provided for in Article 7(1) (a) of the EAC Treaty;
4.   Noting that EALA is the most progressive regional legislative body on the continent, and further noting that EALA is the 
      only regional parliament that has a direct mandate to make laws, the meeting resolved that EALA’s current functions should 
      be enhanced rather than curtailed.
5.    An enhanced EALA mandate would facilitate the objectives set out in the Treaty and in particular the ultimate attainment of  
      the East African Political Federation.
6.   With the exception of Uganda that partly supported the Tanzania proposal in relation to private members’ bills, the other 
      three member states [Burundi, Kenya and Rwanda] have affirmed that the issues raised in the proposal can be addressed 
      through provisions already contained in the EAC Treaty and improved implementation of administrative mechanisms.
7.   All the four countries have expressed the sentiment that the proposal if adopted would undermine the doctrine of separation
      of powers which is essential for good governance and accountability. 
8.   With the exception of Uganda which submitted written comments, all the other countries have made preliminary comments 
      as follows:

 Kenya
   Proposal can be adequately addressed by the relevant provisions in the Treaty.
   Need for further research by experts from all the Partner States on other Regional Economic Communities.
   Proposal may contradict the intention of partner states to provide for good governance including separation of powers in EAC 
      institutions. 

 Rwanda 
   Proposal could hinder further smooth operation of the Community and violates the principle of separation of powers. 
   There are existing Treaty provisions that address the concerns, i.e. – Article 49 (2), 63 and 65.
   Administrative mechanisms should be strengthened.
   The co-legislation of the European Union (EU) is not entirely ideal for the EAC.

 Burundi 
   Concerns could be addressed through improved coordination between national assemblies and EALA.
   Heads of State can withhold assent to any Bill that contradicts the Treaty through Article 63.
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Joint CSO Communiqué 
Regional Consultative Meeting on Tanzania’s Proposed Amendments of the EAC 
Treaty Relating to the Initiation of Bills in the East African Legislative Assembly 
9th November 2012 

 Our Submission
9.   On the first reason of increasing the role of the Council as representatives of Partner States in EAC’s legislative process the 
      meeting noted that:
a.   The Council already plays a significant role of initiating, submitting bills and taking part in the deliberations on the bills.
b.   Granting Council the mandate to approve bills would subordinate EALA to Council and undermine the doctrine of separation
       of powers as any bill passed by EALA will only be realized through the consent of Council.
c.   The Treaty allows the Heads of States to withhold assent to any Bill passed by the EALA and can prevent it from becoming law,
      the proposal now seeks to vest the same powers in the Council; the effect of which is to limit debate and consultations on Bills  
      in EALA.
d.   The implication of Council approving Bills will undermine the parliamentary practice of voting and making decision by major-
      ity and subordinate it to the Council practice of arriving at resolutions through consensus.
e.   By enacting this proposal EALA will be reduced to a rubberstamp organ in its legislative function.
f.     This will undermine the principle of a people driven community as enshrined in Article 7 (1) (a) of the EAC Treaty. 
g.   Over 70% of Bills passed by EALA are private members’ bills.  This proposal will put private members’ bills at the mercy of the
       Council and deny EALA the only alternative avenue for originating legislation.
h.   Restricting private members bills to Council’s approval will seriously compromise EALA’s legislative role.
10. On the second reason; ensuring that sectoral ministers participate effectively through the Council in the legislative process:
a.   Sectoral ministers already play this role since they clear all bills in their respective sectors before they are submitted to the 
      Council of Ministers.  There are 16 such Sectoral Councils. 
b.  Private members bills are referred by the Council of Ministers to the relevant sectoral councils for input before Council 
      makes a decision on the matter.
11. On the third reason; provide for the roles of national parliaments in the legislative process:
a.   Integration demands some ceding of sovereignty to a supra-national body, the proposal would negate this noble principle.
b.   Articles – 49, 63, 65, 123 (4) (f) already define and provide for relations between national parliaments and EALA.
c.   The proposal runs the risk of reviving parochial nationalism when the Treaty seeks to create a new East African Identity.
d.  Presently the EAC Powers and Privileges Act (2003) empowers committees of the assembly to receive opinions on bills from 
      the people of East Africa before they are enacted into law.  The proposal cuts out the people and vests that consultation into 
      national parliaments.
e.   Subjecting EALA bills to national parliaments carries the risk of creating legislative gridlocks as a result of partisan national 
      interests 
12. Arising from the above, the participants resolved that:

The United Republic of Tanzania considers withdrawing the proposal 
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FILM MAKING FOR THE SECRETARY GENERAL’S WORKSHOP IN DAR- ES- SALAAM IN PARTNERSHIP 
WITH GIZ 
Back ground 
EACSOF attended the (film making preparatory meeting for the upcoming SGs workshop) meeting at GIZ with 
representatives from EAC, GIZ and EABC on the 20th November 2012 at GIZ Offices in Arusha, Tanzania. The team 
mainly discussed what information the film needed to capture. The predominant suggestion was that there was 
need to capture and highlight success stories of both CSO’s and PSO’s including benefits from the integration 
process. GIZ supported the process of Film Making for the EAC Secretary General’s Workshop

Alongside the film-making project, the EAC organized a training session for journalists from the region on the 
6,7 and 8  of December in Dar Es Salaam, sponsored by GIZ to equip them to capture the proceedings of the SG’s 
workshop.  
EACSOF was allocated a five minute slot to make a presentation at the training.  This availed EASCOF a platform 
for exposure in the region.
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TANZANIAN CIVIL SOCIETY 
CONFERENCE

One of the main issues that arose from 
the discussions was the need for civil 

society organizations to come together 
so as to engage with the East African 

community more effectively. 

Secondly participants were exposed 
to the role of EACSOF in the integra-

tion process, as well as its legitimacy as 
the umbrella body that represents civil 

society organizations in the region

Panel Discussion and 
Emerging Issues 

Back ground 

Tanzanian Civil Society Conference was held on 27th -28th November 
2012 at   Arusha International Conference Center (AICC) in Arusha. This 
was a joint effort of the Foundation for Civil Society and TradeMark East 
Africa, Tanzania Programme.
Over 120 civil society organizations representatives attended the con-
ference. Participants discussed  the role of CSOs in strengthening East 
African integration,   realization of East African citizenship and enhancing 
collaboration between partner state Governments and CSOs.  
This was opportunity to learn from over ten speakers through group 
work  and panel discussions.   In addition to discussions, the conference  
provided space for CSOs to show-case their work, EACSOF was among 
civil society organizations that participated actively in exhibitions
  
The Event 

The District  Commissioner of Arusha officially opened the Conference.  
Representatives of Foundation for Civil Society and Trade Mark East 
Africa, Tanzania Programme gave Welcome Remarks.

Topics Discussed

1. The Role of CSOs in the Realization of East Africa Citizenship by  Prof. 
     Samwel Wangwe, the panelists were Marie Shaba and Marcossy 
     Albanie, MEAC Representative and, EAC Secretariat Representative 
     respectively. 
2.  Youth and Employment in East Africa: Potentials and Challenges by 
     Mark Okello, and the panelist was David Chanyeghea.
3.  Improving Accountability to Women in East Africa by Gemma Akilimali 
4. Enhancing the Participation of People with Disability in Regional Inte-
     gration Processes” by Gideon Mandesi.
5.  Enhancing CSOs, Public and Private Sector Partnership in East Africa  
      by TPSF.
6. Role of CSOs in Monitoring the Implementation of EAC Policies and 
     Strategies in Promoting Good Governance and Accountability.
7.  Role of CSOs in Removal of Fear and other Disbeliefs on the Regional 
     Integration amongst Partner States Citizens.
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TANZANIAN CIVIL SOCIETY 
CONFERENCE

Exhibition

EACSOF participated in the exhibitions, show casing its vision, mission, 
strategy, role and achievements.

 Results of participating in the Exhibition
• Over 62 representatives out of  the 120  CSO  participants invited to the 
   conference visited  the EACSOF exhibition booth.
• Many of these indicated interest to  become members of EACSOF and  
   five actual enquiries have been made through email.
• Clarification of the role of EACSOF in the integration process as well its 
   mandate as the umbrella body of CSO’s in the region.
• EACSOF  gained greater visibility and a higher profile.

EACSOF’s Organisation Development Officer (Miss. Janette Watila),
welcoming a CSO representative  at the EACSOF Exhibition, during the
Tanzanian Civil Society Conference that was held on 27th -28th Novem-
ber 2012, at Arusha International Conference Center (AICC) in Arusha. 

EACSOF engaged with interested CSO repre-
sentatives through follow up emails and there  
were positive responses from various CSO’s.

Way forward from the 
meeting for EACSOF

EXHIBITION  GALLERY
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PARTNERSHIPS FORUM ON GENDER EQUALITY 
WITH REGIONAL ECONOMIC COMMUNITIES
{RECs} IN AFRICA .
 Back ground 
Partnerships Forum on Gender Equality with RECs in Africa was held on the 27th -28th November 2012, Gaborone, Botswana.  
This forum was a joint effort of the Sonke Gender Justice Network and UNFP. The forum brought together RECs, UN and civil 
society to discuss and provide initiatives, priorities and challenges towards achieving joint strategies to take forward gender 
equality initiatives, How to strengthen advocacy role of the RECs to better support Government in fulfilling their national and 
regional commitments for gender equality, Mobilizing political and financial resources and Agreed priorities for action in line 
with those initiatives.
The meeting brought together staff from the Gender Unit in all the RECs in Africa, including the African Union (AU) Gender 
Unit, South African Development Community (SADC), International Conference on the Great Lakes Region (ICGLR), Economic 
Community of West African States (ECOWAS), Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), East African Community 
(EAC), Indian Ocean Commission (IOC), Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA), Economic Community 
of Central African States  (CEMAC) and regional institutions such as the New Partnership for Africa’s Development  (NEPAD) 
Gender Unit, Pan African Women Organization (PAWO), as well as UNFPA staff, Sonke staff, key government representatives, 
Civil Society and partners from the MenEngage Africa network, making 34 participants.

Context to this Forum 
• UN Initiatives for Gender Equality.
• Sonke analysis of regional policies and protocols.
• SIDA and UN Trust Fund to End Violence Against Women- supported commitment to support the RECs and engage them on 
   this regional analysis.
• Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) 2013.
• Building on existing partnerships between Sonke, UNFPA and SADC.

Objectives
1. Discuss selected global and regional initiatives for the advancement of gender equality .
2. Strengthen the advocacy role of the RECs to better support Government in fulfilling their national, regional    
     and international commitments for gender equality .
3.  Disseminate and present a policy brief on regional protocols and policies on GBV and HIV, with a focus on     
     the engagement of men and boys .
4.  Explore promising strategies on male involvement/develop strategies for strengthening work within the RECs on engag-
      ing men for gender equality and HIV and GBV prevention .
5.  Mobilise political and financial resources for national ownership of the different initiatives .
6.  Share information on the 2013 UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) .
 
Expected Outputs 
•  Strengthened collaboration between SADC, UNFPA, Sonke, the RECs and other organisations.
•  Scaling-up and widening in scope of gender equality programmes, strategies and models already known to 
   be effective, particularly on engaging men.
•  Plans developed for integrating work with men into existing regional government mechanisms.



Emerging Issues 
Despite the progress of recent decades, violence against 
women has not yet received the priority required to enable 
significant change. Many innovative and promising approach-
es developed by women’s groups and NGOs have yet to be 
replicated and institutionalized by States. 

Additionally, while there is wide agreement that compre-
hensive and coordinated multi-sectoral efforts by multiple 
stakeholders are necessary to eliminate violence against 
women, such efforts are rarely forthcoming on a large scale 
or in a sustained manner. Although models of comprehensive 
integrated approaches have been developed, these have been 
sporadically implemented and replication has not always been 
successful, owing to the absence of vital components, includ-
ing resources. Furthermore, despite detailed recommenda-
tions for action on violence against women, such as contained 
in the Solemn Declaration of Gender Equality, and the SG 
campaign to end VAW significant gaps remain in their effective 
implementation. 
 
The challenges encountered include low priority placed on 
addressing violence against women and girls, and severe un-
derfunding translated into small-scale interventions of limited 
scope and coverage; a lack of national capacities and exper-
tise; underdevelopment of effective and proven strategies; and 
scanty availability of evaluative knowledge and reliable data, 
including about the nature and prevalence of the pandemic, 
as well as what works to reverse it.

East  African Civil Society Organisations ‘ Forum

EACSOF  October-December 2012 Newsletter 

14

Ea
st

  A
fr

ic
an

  C
iv

il 
 S

oc
ie

ty
  O

rg
an

is
at

io
ns

’  
Fo

ru
m

PARTNERSHIPS FORUM 
ON  GENDER EQUALITY 
WITH RECs IN AFRICA.
The Event 
The event was officially opened by the SADC Represen-
tative Ms. Magdeline Mathiba-Madibela and welcome 
note was presented by both representatives of SONKE 
Gender Justice Network and UNFP.
 
Way forward – Key Joint Priorities on

 Gender Equality for 2013 - 2014
1. Coordination and collaboration between the RECS.
2. Focus on CSW: Theme is Violence against women –      
     this is a potential space to carry this initiative forward.
3. Focus and accelerate Unite Africa Campaign.
4. Pool all resources.
5. This type of forum should be repeated and ensure 
    that the message is carried forward.
6. Establish a small committee -  to collate these 
     messages from this meeting and drive this movement 
     forward.
7. Use upcoming elections as a platform to push the 
     gender agenda.
8. Prepare now goals for post 2015.
9. Identify spaces where we can play greater advocacy 
    roles around GBV, for example World Cup where we
     use footballers as champions.
10. GBV like HIV – should be championed as a national 
      priority – the GBV prevalence is very high.
11. Advocate for women leadership in key government 
      sectors.
12. Improvement of data management systems.
 

Event  representatives during the  Partnerships Forum on Gender 
Equality with RECs in Africa  on the 27th -28th November 2012, in  

Gaborone, Botswana. 



 According to the Uganda National NGO Forum study, nearly half of those sampled did not know all the 
countries that make up the East African Community and others appeared totally ignorant of the total num-
ber making up the five member states. 

“We asked a question: How many countries are in EAC, about four out of 10 didn’t know all the names of the 
partner states. And two out of 10 didn’t know anything at all,” the Executive Director, Uganda National NGO 
Forum, Mr. Richard Ssewakiryanga, said yesterday during the launch of the citizen voices on the EA integra-
tion report. 

He added: “We had several situations where people were mentioning South Sudan and DRC on the list of 
the five East African partner states and we thought this calls for more sensitization because for the integra-
tion to succeed everybody should be moving on equal footing.” 

It was also discovered that of the entire four regions, central was more knowledgeable about the EAC coun-
tries, probably because of its proximity to the capital city where the information flow is more widespread 
than in the other three regions—namely northern, eastern and western. 

Countries that are not known, according to the report, are mainly Rwanda and Burundi, and this is because 
they are both new entrants in the EAC.

The good news is that out of 10 people sampled from 24 communities, 8 were optimistic that the integration 
meant something positive to them. Many who were asked the question; what does integration mean to you? 
Responded that it either means coming together for a common purpose or enhancing friendship among 
countries or sharing and learning from each other. 

Many others were also of the view that integration means working together for development and an oppor-
tunity for countries to foster peace and security. 

METHODOLOGY
 
Regional diversity was taken into considerations to ensure that all regions in the country were represented. 
Districts were stratified into three i.e. city, border and non-border districts. And then further into four geo-
graphic and ethnic regions e.g. the Central region, Western Region, Eastern Region and Northern region. 
The Survey was done in 15 districts but Kampala was taken as a standalone because it is the only city in the 
country where trading and businesses take place and where most elite and decision makers reside
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HALF OF UGANDANS IGNORANT ABOUT EAC – SURVEY
 KAMAPALA. About 12 years after the revival of the regional integration process, nearly half of 
Ugandans are not sure yet.
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 The CEO attended a number of important meetings including the following:
African civil society engagement with AU Decision Making Processes - Gaborone, Botswana, organized by 
the SADC Council of NGOs (SADC-CNGO); Establishment of the EAC Health Platform, a joint initiative by 
EABC and EACSOF  supported by the EAC and GiZ – Arusha;  Civil Society position on Extended Jurisdic-
tion of the EACJ to cover human rights, trade disputes and international crimes against humanity – Arusha, 
organized by Pan-African Lawyers Union (PALU) with support from OSIEA;  EAC Ministerial Meeting -  Sec-
toral Council of Ministries for East African Affairs (SCMEACAs) & Planning. 

EACSOF was one of non-state actors who attended the 5 day meeting to advocate for the Dialogue 
Mechanism for CSO/PSO participation in the integration process. 

SEATINI REGIONAL SYMPOSIUM: Strengthening Stakeholder Engagement in the EAC Regional Integration 
Process for Sustainable Development – Entebbe Uganda; TMEA - Partners Training on Monitoring, Evalu-
ation and Learning (MEL)- Nairobi;  Research Uptake in Policy Advocacy – Arusha by African Research and 
Resource Forum (ARRF); and the First EAC Secretary Generals Forum  (SGs Forum) - Dar Es Salaam. 

While at the SGs forum EACSOF presented findings from a study on EAC integration by the Uganda Na-
tional NGO Forum (UNNGOF) and also engaged in follow up discussions with the SG regarding the Draft 
Gender Policy, the HIV / AIDs Prevention and Management Bill and the Anti-counterfeit bill. 
The SG announced  positive developments on the Anti-counterfeit bill, saying that those clauses threaten-
ing access to generic medicine have been removed from the bill.

 

MEETINGS ATTENDED BY THE CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE OFFFICER (CEO)
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THE FOLLOWING ARE UPCOMING EVENTS JANUARY - MARCH 2013 :

• Validation meeting for the Regional Economic Communities Guide expected 

January 2013 in Arusha with support from OSIEA.

• Rwanda East African Legislative Assembly (EALA) - Civil Society Organisations 

meeting with Westminster Foundation for Democracy (WFD) in Kigali 8-9 Jan 

2013.

• East African Community (EAC) - Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 

Zusammenarbeit (GiZ) Planning Meeting. 

• Trade Mark East Africa - Civil Society Organisations breakfast meeting 15 Jan 

2013.

• East African Community (EAC) - Southern African Development Community        

(SADC)- Economic Community Of West African States (ECOWAS) joint meeting 

in Nairobi - March 2013.


