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EACSOF-TZ Governing
Council During the inaugu-
ral MEETIG AT EDEMA
CONFERENCE CENTRE IN
Morogoro

Help desk for Small-scale Business Interest Groups, CSO, Farmers and SMEs
EACSOF Tanzania Chapter (EACSOF-
TZ) will soon be launching a helpdesk
for Small-scale business interest group
(BIGS) , Small Scale Farmers (SSF) and
Small and Medium Enterprise (SMEs).

This come as an action taken to alley
the challenges faced by the above men-
tioned groups as they engage in the
East African Integration process.

The findings were part of a study spon-
sored by Trade Mark Africa and con-
ducted by Tanzania Association of Non
-governmental Organization (TANGO)
which was termed “scaling-up CSO
engagement in the East African In-
tegration (EAC) process”.

The findings were reaffirmed by BIGs,
SMEs and SSF own experience sharing
during training sessions conducted by

TANGO under the same “scaling
project”.

Similar results were established by a
study on the Non-tariff Barriers faced
by SSF which was conducted by the
East and Southern African Small-scale
Farmers Forum (ESAFF) in 2015.

The help desk will among other issues
furnish the above stated target groups
with user-friendly information on the
importance of and how  SMEs  can get
an introduction letter from Small Indus-
tries Development Organization
(SIDO)

Other information is on how to register
a business with Business Registration
and Licensing Authority (BRELA). The
help-desk will also provide information
pertaining to export permits/business

license and how to obtain such certifi-
cation as the health certificate from
Tanzania Food and Drug Authority
(TFDA) and product quality marks
from Tanzania Bureau of Standards
(TBS).

Other information which will be availed
by the help desk in a popular manner
will be ways of obtaining food and ex-
port permits and phytosantinary certifi-
cate from the Ministry of Agriculture,
Rule of Origin Certificate from Tanza-
nia Chamber of Commerce and Agri-
culture (TCCIA) and Barcode and Bar-
cord Certificate at GS1.

The help-desk will also provide infor-
mation on the Complete Single Bill of
entry which is done by the Custom
Authorities under Tanzania Revenue
Authority (TRA).

EACSOF Tanzania Chapter
(EACSOF-TZ) on July 1st

and 2nd 2016 held its inaugural
Governing Council (GC) at
Edema Conference Centre in
Morogoro.

EACSOF Tanzania Chap-
ter (EACSOF-TZ) on July
1st and 2nd 2016 held its
inaugural Governing Coun-
cil (GC) at Edema Confer-
ence Centre in Morogoro.

Apart from putting in place
the Executive Committee
the GC also approved the
Constitution and sanc-
tioned the kick-starting of
the process of registering
EACSOF-Tanzania.

The Office Bearers are
SARINGON (President),
ANGOZA (Vice Presi-
dent), TANGO (General
Secretary), ANGONET
(Deputy Secretary) and
Caritas (Treasurer).

The GC also agreed on two

important issues firstly that
EACSOF-Tanzania will be
registered under NGO Act
No. 24 of 2002 and that the
membership fees will be
Entry Fee TSH 60,000 and
annual contribution TSH
40,000.

Membership is now open
and would be members can
collect the forms from the
coordinator through the
telephone and email ad-
dress on the back of this
bulletin.

The caretaker office of
EACSOF as it completes
the registration process will
be located at TANGO Kiji-
tonyama near Mabatini
Police station. Continued on
page three

RDC decide on theme for 2016
SG Forum

EACSOF Regional Constitution
Review

What about Brexit ?

INSIDE ISSUES



The only formal mechanism for CSO’s engagement in the EAC integration process is Consultative Dialogue Framework which is operationalized by the Re-
gional Dialogue committee (RDC) stems from the National Dialogue Committees.

Regional Dialogue Committee is the body which engages into direct dialogue with the EAC Secretariat and Partner States MEACAs.

The apex Forum for the CDF is the Secretary Generals Forum (SG Forum) in which the stakeholders can meet and discuss critical
issues regarding the integration process and they get an immediate response from the Secretary General and his team.

Through the SG forum issues affecting the stakeholders are addressed in good time, solutions identified and timelines set. The SG is
also able to take the issues as agenda for the Sectoral Councils, Council meetings and Summit meetings if necessary.

The provisions of CSO engagement in the EAC are observer status, MOU (with the EAC Secretariat), Adhoc meetings with the EAC
Secretariat, Public interest litigation with the East African Court of Justice (EACJ) and Lobbying and advocacy with the East African
Legislative Assembly.

For the 2016 Secretary Generals Forum the RDC has agreed on the following themes;
1. realizing the right to work and right to residence within the EAC, 2. Sustainable development in East Africa, 3. Sustainable develop-
ment in East Africa and 4. Public procurement as a tool for EAC Development.

On theme one which is related to rights to decent work the SG Forum will deliberate on ways of achieving a free labor area in the
EAC: eliminating all barriers to free movement of labor and services, development and negotiation of MRAs Skills development, Out-
comes of Manpower surveys and quality assurance of services. The theme will also deliberate on the issues of how to transition of in-
formal economy to formal economy

Theme two will cover such subjects as; enhancing food security and agricultural value chains in the region and localising the climate
change agenda. In this regard the RDC wants to move the agriculture and climate change agenda from mare policies to practical inter-
ventions.

The SG Forum will also reflect on gender parity in EAC with special emphasis on tracking inclusivity and participation of women in
economic, political and public leadership in the EAC Region.

Under theme three the SG Forum seeks to deliberate on the role of ICT in enhancing the free movement of goods and services
within the  EAC region. The theme will also see how the Media can be used as a vehicle for effective citizen participation and engage-
ment within the   EAC integration process.

Theme four will cover Promoting local production through public procurement, here the main thrust will Local Content Policy as a
way of supporting investment in infrastructure in the EAC and exploiting opportunities in EAC infrastructural projects.

EACSOF-Tanzania is calling upon CSOs which are involved in EAC integration matters to provide us with commentaries on the
above stated subjects so that we can include our views in the consultations regarding these subjects which will be undertaken very
soon.

EACSOF-Tanzania really needs our expert views of the themes so that the Tanzanian CSOs can this time around have a well articu-
lated agenda regarding the SG Forum.
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EACSOF Regional constitutional review consultations around the corner



The GC also deliberated on
modalities of making the chap-
ter visible  and the key action
planned are documenting the
actions of Tanzanian CSOs in
terms of engagement in the
EAC processes.

In this regard EACSOF-
Tanzania is asking the general
CSO fraternity involved in
matters relating to EAC Inte-
gration  to provide us with
detailed information regarding
the activities done by our or-
ganizations in terms of facili-
tating the Tanzania CSOs and
general citizenry engagement in
the EAC Integration process.

The GC strategic meeting also
resolved to undertake advocacy

action to Parliament
(URT&EALA), Government
and EAC Secretariat.

In regard to the engagement
with Parliament, EAC Ministry
and EAC Secretariat  EACSOF
-TZ is asking the members of
the Tanzania CSO fraternity
who are involved in EAC mat-
ters to propose the subjects on
which the advocacy and dia-
logues should focus.

The EACSOF-Tanzania GC
meeting was financed by the
Foundation for Civil Society
(FCS) by the support of Trade
Mark East Africa.

EACSOF-TZ Governing Council’s strategic meeting story continued from page 1

EACSOF Regional constitutional review consultations coming soon

Page 3 VOLUME 1, ISSUE 1

The Regional body EACSOF as a result of the changing regional and global CSO landscape last year undertook a strategic thinking exer-
cise which involved national consultations in four of the five EAC  Partners Sates with an exception of Burundi which could not be
funded by the sponsor of the consultations the Commonwealth Foundation (CF).

The consultation aimed at providing EACSOF with the strategic direction which it will have to follow for next three years. The exercise
involved collecting the views EACSOF members and the general CSO fraternity in all five countries so as to fish out the critical areas for
EACSOF.

The strategic planning consultations resulted into EACSOF setting of the following six thematic areas; 1. citizen’s capacity development,
2. democratic governance strategic engagement, 3. Peace and security, 4. social and economic justice, 5. Agriculture, Natural Resources,
Environmental Protection and Climate Change and 6. Mainstreaming Science and Technology.

Apart from giving pointers to issues which should form the basis of the EACSOF Regional Body’s strategic plan for 2017-2020 the con-
sultation also revealed that there was need to review the constitution. This was reaffirmed during the EACSOF Regional Annual General
Assembly which was held in Arusha in March even delegates were found referring to different versions of the Constitution in their delib-
erations.

In order to include the views of a broad section of CSOs across the EAC the EACSOF General Assembly agreed to put in place a team
of five people one from each EACSOF Chapter to organize national consultations on constitution and make recommendations to the
Governing Council on how each country wants the constitution to be amended.

The facilitator /coordinator of the constitutional review process in Tanzania is Mr. Petro Haham of Arusha NGOs Network
(ANGONET). Haham will be contacting you soon to get your views regarding the constitutional review process. However, those of you
who may need a copy of the current constitution which is under review can contact EACSOF-Tanzania on the addresses at the back of
this bulletin to get a copy.



Email: eacsoftz@gmail.com
Cell Phone: +255654225353

Vision

An East Africa in which
Tanzanian citizens are

benefiting and involved in
decision-making and

implementation of activities
aimed at improving the
standards of their lives.

Mission

To provide a platform and
catalyze a critical mass of
organized civil society to

engage in need driven, people
-centered East Africa

integration and cooperation
process effectively and

proactively for democratic,
equitable and sustainable

development.

EACSOF Tanzania
C/O Box 31147 Dar Es
Salaam
Physical Location (Mabatini
Road Kijitonyama (TANGO
Offices)
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The Tanzania government has recently announced that it will not be signing the Eco-
nomic Partnership Agreement  after Brexit the reason being that Tanzania first has to
weigh the odds to see if the benefits  outweigh the costs

EACSOF-Tanzania cheers the Tanzanian government’s move because of the uncer-
tainty that surrounds the implications that Brexit has on the current EPA texts.

EPA analysts from near and far agree that at a minimum EPA needs some textual
amendments, such as agreement on the definition of Parties, provisions on accession
of non-EU parties to the EPA and ironing out other issues such as the (non-)
participation of UK in the institutions set up by the EPA and application of rules of
origin.

Further the analysts have pointed to the also more important fact that the balance of
rights and obligations will be changed by the exit of the UK and that this probably
requires a renegotiation of concessions.

The analysts also urge Tanzania to take a cautious stand because there is need for the
EU and UK to clarify issues regarding trading relationship between UK and EU
(customs union, FTA or something else), and clarification of market access implica-
tions for ACP countries into the UK post-Brexit.

Other issue on which Tanzania needs answers is whether UK will continue to contrib-
ute to the European Development Fund (EDF) as non-EU member state (as EDF is
financed by EU member states) and other aid commitments under the EPAs.
.
Another important question which Tanzania needs answer on is about which  non-
reciprocal schemes are to be applied by the UK (GSP and LDC preferences) so Tan-
zania can make an informed choice between exporting to the UK under GSP/LDC
preferences and a potential UK FTA/EU EPA).

Therefore the analysts say it prudent to re-evaluate whether the current draft texts of
EPAs could be signed in their current form or we should wait until there is more clar-
ity on these major questions.

Dear CSOs who are involved in the EPAs campaign provide us with
your expert views regarding the course which Tanzania should take fol-
lowing Brexit? Send your views to the address on the top of this page .

What does Brexit mean to Tanzania and the EAC EPA?

Food for thought and general deliberations
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