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Dear Colleagues and Partners,

I am very happy to introduce and welcome you to yet another edition 
of the East African Civil Society Organizations’ Forum (EACSOF) 
E-newsletter. In this newsletter, we bring you news about various 
developments during the period of January to April 2016 that took 
place in EACSOF, its members, the EAC and beyond. We also reflect 
on various Civil Society Organisation initiatives, including important 
meetings, workshops and conferences as highlighted below:

  FOREWORD FROM THE SECRETARIAT

Ms. Martha Makenge

•	 The	EAC	Small	scale	Farmers	Summit	2016
•	 EALA	Concludes	on	PALU	Petition	on	the	Humanitarian	Situation	in	Burundi
•	 Joint	Statement	to	the	17th	EAC	Heads	of	State	Summit	on	Burundi
•	 The	4th	Annual	Secretary	General’s	Forum
•	 EACSOF	adopts	the	Strategic	Plan	for	2016—202	&	Strengthens	its	Governance	at	2016	AGM
•	 International	Alliance	on	Natural	Resources	in	Africa		Multi-Stakeholder	Conference	and		
              Model  Mining  Legislation Launch
•	 EALA		Enacts	Legislation	on	Disaster	Risk	Reduction
•	 EALA	set	to	pass	Omnibus	Law	on	Integration
•	 Featured	Stories	on	Right	to	Nationality	and	Eradication	of	Statelessness.

I wish you all happy reading.
Ms. Martha J. Makenge
EACSOF Co-ordinator.



Study on EAC Air 
Transport Regulations

3

EAST AFRICAN CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATION’S FORUM  JANUARY - APRIL 2016 NEWSLETTER

EACSOF JANUARY- APRIL 2016 NEWSLETTER

The	EAC	Small	scale	Farmers	Summit	2016	was	held	on	10th	February	2016	at	Arusha	International	Conference	
Centre (AICC), Arusha - Tanzania .Key participants included : EALA Chair of the Committee on Agriculture 
Tourism	and	Natural	Resources	ATNR,	Hon	Christopher	Bazivamo	;	EAC	Directorate	of	Agriculture	and	Food	
Security	-	Tim	Wesonga;	President	and	General	Secretary	of	the	East	Africa	Civil	Society	Forum	(EACSOF)	
Mr.	Morris	Odhiambo,	and	Mr.	Zaa	Twalangete;	EALA	Senior	Staff;	EAC	ESAFF	National	Chairpersons	–	Mr.	
Alfayo	Kuruna	-	Kenya,	Ms.	Rachel	Muyoboke	(Rwanda);	Mr.	Mario	Mungu	Acel	(Uganda)	M	Haji	Ussi	Haji	
(Tanzania),	Mr.	 Selemani	Niyonkulu	 (Burundi);	 ESAFF	 Smallholder	 farmer	members	 from	EAC	 countries;	
Smallholder cross border traders and CSOs and Media personnel from Arusha and Dar es salaam. 

The	Purpose	and	objectives	were:

 (i) To identify areas for lobbying and advocacy towards the EAC Domestication of the Malabo Declaration of 
June	2014,	borrowing	a	leaf	from	the	SADC	Dar	es	salaam	Declaration	of	2004	and	the	COMESA,	Kampala	
Declaration 
(ii) EAC intra-regional agriculture commodity trade opportunities and challenges especially on cross border 
Non	Tariffs	Barriers	(NTBs)	
(iii)	The	 role	 that	 regional	 civil	 society	 bodies	 like	 EACSOF	 plays	 to	 advance	 the	 voice	 of	 citizenry	 in	 the	
integration processes 
(iv)	To	develop	positions	on	the	3	issues	to	be	presented	to	the	Secretary	General	4th	Annual	Forum	to	be	held	
in	Dar	es	Salaam	on	3rd	and	4th	March	2016	

In a nutshell the following were discussed and deliberated: 

•	EAC	Domestication	of	the	Malabo	Declaration	2014.	This	was	a	major	demand	of	smallholder	farmers	that	
EAC domesticate the Malabo by putting in place a binding protocol or legal framework that will require EAC 
Member	States	to	fulfill	the	7	Malabo	Commitments:	(i)	Recommitment	to	the	CAADP	Values	and	Principles;	
(ii)	Upholding	10%	public	spending	target	into	the	agriculture	sector;	(iii)	Ending	Hunger	by	2025,	(iv)	Halving	
Poverty by sustaining agriculture 6% annual growth, (v) Triple Intra African Trade in Agricultural Commodities 
and Services, (vi) Enhancing resilience in livelihoods to climate variability and (vii) Commitment to Mutual 
Accountability to Actions and Results by holding biennial evaluation.

THE EAC SMALL SCALE FARMERS SUMMIT 2016

Delegates at the EAC Small Scale Farmers Summit 2016
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KESSFF Chairman, Mr. Alphayo Kuruna restated the encounter between ESAFF and EALA on April 2012 
in which ESAFF called for the domestication of the Maputo and the establishment of the EA Agricultural 
Advisory Council made of smallholder farmers, academia, public officials, EALA and private sector as 
well as CSOs 

In Response the guest of honour who was the chair of the committee of the EALA on Agriculture 
Tourism	 and	Natural	 Resources	 (ATNR)	Hon.	Christophe	 Bazivamo	 said	 that	 his	 committee	would	
support a petition by small-scale farmers to EALA about the domestication and also would support a 
joint	workshop	between	ESAFF	and	ATNR	committee	members	to	discuss	and	sent	a	joint	resolution	to	
the	EALA	House	calling	for	domestication	of	the	Malabo	in	the	EAC.

•	EAC	regional	opportunities	and	challenges	brought	by	the	EAC	Integrations	especially	on	the	agriculture	
related	cross	border	Non	Tariffs	Barriers	(NTBs).	It	was	informed	that	there	is	inadequate	information	
on what is required to export agri trade commodities to neighbouring countries within the EAC, a call 
to harmonise trade rules and introduce a single currency in the EAC to easier trade.
•	The	role	that	other	regional	civil	society	bodies	like	EACSOF	plays	to	advance	the	voice	of	citizenry	in	
the integration processes. Mr. Morris Odhiambo appreciated the very innovative relevant platform that 
brought	together	farmers,	EAC	and	EALA.	He	retaliated	a	call	for	national	dialogues	and	promised	to	
share	the	recommendation	the	4th	EAC	Secretary	General	Annual	Forum	in	Kigali,	Rwanda.	He	hinted	
that probably the event might be postponed for few days.

•	EAC	regional	opportunities	and	challenges	brought	by	the	EAC	Integrations	especially	on	the	agriculture	
related	cross	border	Non	Tariffs	Barriers	(NTBs).	It	was	informed	that	there	is	inadequate	information	
on what is required to export agri trade commodities to neighbouring countries within the EAC, a call 
to harmonise trade rules and introduce a single currency in the EAC to easier trade.
•	The	role	that	other	regional	civil	society	bodies	like	EACSOF	plays	to	advance	the	voice	of	citizenry	in	
the integration processes. Mr. Morris Odhiambo appreciated the very innovative relevant platform that 
brought	together	farmers,	EAC	and	EALA.	He	retaliated	a	call	for	national	dialogues	and	promised	to	
share	the	recommendation	the	4th	EAC	Secretary	General	Annual	Forum	in	Kigali,	Rwanda.	He	hinted	
that probably the event might be postponed for few days.

Recommendation and Way Forward

ESAFF should consider continuing pushing for the domestication of the Malabo within the EAC to 
give	basis	to	farmers	to	demand	for	its	full	implementation	with	local	references	and	instruments.	The	
domestication will provide momentum through increased awareness and ownership at regional, national 
to	local	level.	The	call	for	the	EAC	Agriculture	Advisory	Council	(EAAAC)	was	the	right	platform	to	
advice on the agriculture issues with an outsider perspectives.

•	ESAFF	EAC	members	could	register	cross	border	small	traders	to	their	membership	and	get	skills	how	
to trade in the region
•	Production	of	policy	position	on	the	new	EAC	CAADP	Compact	that	will	be	launched	soon
To continue lobbying for the domestication of CAADP within the EAC through national MPs of the 
Committee ATNR 
•	Advocacy	and	lobby	EALA		and		Gather	more	information	on	the	importance	of	domestication	from	
distinguished academia and CAADP personnel like Unami Mpofu, Prof Lukuni Mandi, Trust Africa, 
Martine	Bwalya	and	others

THE EAC SMALL SCALE FARMERS SUMMIT 2016
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On	16	November	2015,	six	civil	society	organizations,	all	registered	within	the	East	African	Community	(EAC)	
Partner	States,	filed	and	served	a	Citizens’	Petition	on	Hon.	Dan	F.	Kidega,	Speaker	of	the	East	African	Legislative	
Assembly (EALA), requesting the EALA to seize itself of the deteriorating political, human rights and humanitarian 
situation	in	Burundi.

Taking	 action	on	 the	matter,	 the	EALA	Regional	Affairs	 and	Conflict	Resolution	Committee	held	 a	 four-day	
public	hearing	on	the	human	rights	and	humanitarian	crisis	in	Burundi,	from	13	to	16	January	2016,	in	Arusha,	
Tanzania, where the Petitioners and other stakeholders provided background information on the current situation 
to	the	Members	of	the	Committee.		Further,	on	25	January	2016,	a	delegation	from	the	Government	of	Burundi	
was given the opportunity to respond to the Petition and present their own views on the situation.

The	EALA	 Plenary	 concluded	 its	 Debate	 on	 the	 Report	 of	 the	 Committee	 on	 Regional	 Affairs	 and	 Conflict	
Resolution	on	the	human	rights	and	humanitarian	situation	in	Burundi.	EALA’s	prayers	to	the	Summit	were:
1.	 That	the	Assembly	requests	the	Summit	to	affirm	that	the	Community	has	a	duty	of	care	and	responsibility	
to	protect	the	people	of	Burundi	from	violence	and	guarantee	the	safety	and	security	of	all	citizens	and	persons	in	
Burundi
2.	 That	 the	 Summit	 to	 consider	 to	 facilitates	 and	 supports	 the	 establishment	 of	 a	 credible	 investigative	
mechanism	to	independently	investigate	all	allegations	of	human	rights	violations	in	Burundi
3.	 That	the	Summit	will	put	in	place	measures	that	will	 fully	utilize	all	possible	measures	allowed	by	the	
Treaty and Community law to be directed against any person or entity that will undermine the establishment and 
Operationalisation of a credible investigative mechanism
4.	 To	urgently	 do	 all	 that	 is	 possible	 to	 stop	 the	humanitarian,	 human	 rights	 and	political	 crises	 in	 the	
Republic	of	Burundi
5.	 To	fully	empower	and	facilitate	the	work	of	the	Mediator	and	his	office	including	appointing	a	team	of	
respected States men and women to aid in his cause and/or office
6. To consider to apply all possible measures allowed by the Treaty and Community law to be directed 
against	any	party,	person,	group	of	persons	or	entity	that	will	undermine	the	efforts	of	the	Community	including	
the office of the mediator in its work.
Click here to read the report. 

PALU	on	behalf	of	the	Six	Petitioners	appreciates	Hon.	Dan	F.	Kidega,	Speaker	of	the	East	African	Legislative	
Assembly	(EALA),	for	his	leadership	in	addressing	the	situation	in	Burundi;	Hon.	Abdullah	Mwinyi,	Chairperson,	
Regional	 Affairs	 and	 Conflict	 Resolution	 Committee	 for	 having	 conducted	 the	 debates	 with	 diplomacy	 and	
courtesy,	and	for	the	Members	of	the	Regional	Affairs	and	Conflict	Resolution	Committee,	as	well	as	the	entire	
EALA	Plenary,	for	dedicating	their	time	and	wisdom	to	determine	the	best	way	to	resolve	the	situation	in	Burundi.

About the six Petitioners:
1. Pan African Lawyers’ Union (PALU)
2. Atrocities Watch Africa
3. Centre for Citizens’ Participation on the African Union (CCPAU)
4.	 East	African	Civil	Society	Organizations’	Forum	(EACSOF)
5.	 East	Africa	Law	Society	(EALS)
6.	 Kituo	cha	Katiba	–	The	Eastern	Africa	Centre	for	Constitutional	Development

EALA CONCLUDES ON PALU PETITION ON THE 
HUMANITARIAN SITUATION IN BURUNDI
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On	 Monday	 29th	 February	 2016,	 Burundian	 Civil	 Society	 Organisations’	 and	 International	
Organisations, including the Pan African Lawyers Union (PALU), presented a Joint Statement during 
a	press	conference	at	Palace	Hotel,	Arusha,	Tanzania	concerning	the	17th	Summit	of	Heads	of	State	of	
the	East	African	Community	(EAC),	on	the	humanitarian	crisis	in	Burundi.

The	seventeen	(17)	signatories	were,	among	other	issues,	questioning	why	Burundi	was	not	mentioned	
on the Summit’s agenda despite the continuing deterioration of human rights in the country, as well as 
the	nomination,	on	Wednesday	2nd	March,	of	the	next	Secretary-General	of	EAC	by	Burundi.

Mrs.	Marie-Louise	Baricako,	from	the	Women	and	Girls	Movement	for	Peace	and	Security	in	Burundi,	
presented	 the	 Joint	 Statement	 to	 the	 journalists.	 Afterwards,	 representatives	 added	 information	
provided by their own organisations, among them, Mr. Vital Nshimirimana, Director of Forum pour le 
Renforcement	de	la	Société	Civile	(FORSC),	and	leader	of	the	Mouvement	Citoyen	Halte	au	Troisième	
Mandat	(HTM),	underlined	the	importance	of	Burundi	to	not	nominate,	neither	assume	the	positions	
of either Secretary General, or Chairmanship of EAC. Mr. Donald Deya, CEO of PALU, criticized the 
EAC	Heads	of	State	 for	 letting	down	the	Burundi	citizens,	 the	EAC	citizens,	as	well	as	 the	African	
Union and the United Nations for counting on them to resolve the crisis. Ms. Rachel Nicholson from 
Amnesty International raised the issue of mass graves that her organisation reported last month in one 
of	its	field	research	and	Mr.	Dismas	Nkunda,	CEO	of	Atrocity	Watch	–	Africa,	raised	the	high	risk	of	
genocide	in	Burundi.

Among the signatories, twelve (12) organisations were represented at the Press Conference: Amnesty 
International,	 Atrocity	 Watch	 –	 Africa	 (AWA),	 Burundi	 Coalition	 for	 ICC	 (CB	 CPI),	 Centre	 for	
Citizens’ Participation in the African Union (CCP-AU), East Africa Law Society (EALS), Forum pour 
la Conscience et le Développement (FOCODE), Forum pour le Renforcement de la Société Civile 
(FORSC), Groupe de Recherche et d’Appui au Développement des Initiatives Démocratiques (GRADIS), 
Mouvement	Citoyen	Halte	au	Troisième	Mandat	(HTM),	International	Commission	of	Jurists	–	Kenyan	
Chapter (ICJ-K), Pan African Lawyers’ Union (PALU) and Women and Girls Movement for Peace and 
Security	in	Burundi.

Read the official Joint Statement here.

JOINT STATEMENT TO THE 17TH EAC HEADS OF STATE SUMMIT ON 
BURUNDI CRISIS #AFRICA4BURUNDI 

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/f961a4382d60625bafd982436/files/20160229_Joint_Statement_on_Burundi_to_EAC_Summit_of_Heads_of_State_FINAL.pdf
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The	Annual	Secretary	General’s	Forum	 is	organized	based	on	an	agenda	developed	by	 the	Regional	
Dialogue Committee composed of representatives of the dialogue parties and is guided by the Rules 
of	Procedure	of	the	Forum.	The	vision	of	the	Forum	is	‘’to	be	the	platform	of	choice	for	an	all	inclusive	
sustained engagement in the EAC integration process’’. To date, four sessions of the Annual Secretary 
General’s	Forum	have	been	held.	The	first	Forum	was	in	Dar	es	Salaam	in	December,	2012;	the	Second	
in	Nairobi	in	October,	2013;	The	third	in	Entebbe	September,	2014	and	the	Fourth	Forum	was	hosted	by	
Dar es Salaam, in the Republic of Tanzania in March 2016.

The	4th	Secretary	General’s	Forum	was	held	at	Hyatt	Hotel,	Dar	es	Salaam,	Tanzania	from	3rd	to	4th	
March,	2016.	The	Forum	provided	an	opportunity	to	widen	and	deepen	the	EAC	integration	process	
especially in the area of Good Governance and Constitutionalism.  
The	Forum	was	organized	by	the	EAC	Secretariat	in	collaboration	with	Regional	Dialogue	Committee	
(RDC) and supported by the Germany International Development Agency (GIZ), Trademark East 
Africa	(TMEA)	and	International	Republic	Institute	(IRI)	and	attended	by	approximately,	150	delegates.
Objectives

The	overall	objective	of	the	4th	Annual	SG’s	Forum	was	to	provide	an	opportunity	for	the	Private	Sector,	
Civil Society and other interest groups to share experiences and good practices geared towards promotion 
of good governance and constitutionalism to inform the development of policies and programmes in 
the region.
The	specific	objectives	of	the	Forum	were	to:
a) Discuss the status of Electoral Reforms in the region and their implications on peace and stability 
in the region
b) Deliberate on how the civic space of EAC Citizens can be protected
c)	 Assess	the	effectiveness	of	decentralization	policies	and	their	implications	on	regional	integration
d)	 Discuss	the	attainment	of	Universal	Health	Coverage	in	the	EAC
e) Assess the extractive industries vis a vis the rights of local Ccommunities in the region

THE 4TH ANNUAL SECRETARY GENERAL’S FORUM

Hon. Amb. Richard Sezibera at the Official Opening of the 4th Annual EAC SG Forum
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The	Theme	for	the	4th	SGs	Forum	was:	’Good	Governance	and	Constitutionalism	in	the	East	African	
Community”	with	a	focus	on	the	following	sub-themes;
i) Electoral Reforms in East Africa: Topic- Electoral reforms in the region and their implications 
on	Peace	and	stability;	
ii)	 Protecting	the	Civic	Space	 in	 the	EAC:	Topic-	The	place	of	EAC	Citizens	 in	determining	the	
affairs	that	affects	them;
iii)	 Fiscal	decentralization:	Topic-	The	effectiveness	of	decentralization	policies	and	their	implications	
on	regional	integration;
iv)	 EAC	Electoral	Processes	vis	a	vis	trade	and	Investment:	Topic	-	The	economic	impact	of	electoral	
processes	in	East	Africa;	
v)	 Social	Protection	agenda	in	the	EAC:	Topic-	Universal	Health	coverage:	Rights	based	approach	
to	universal	Health	Coverage	in	the	EAC;
vi) Extractive Industries and marginalization: Topic- Assessing extractive industries Vis a Vis the 
rights	of	local	communities;	and
vii) Corruption and its impact on business in the EAC: Topic- the Role of the Private Sector in 
fighting	corruption;	a	case	of	Tanzania.

Read	Draft	Report	on	the	4th	Annual	Secretary	General	Forum

THE 4TH ANNUAL SECRETARY GENERAL’S FORUM

CSO Representatives During the Open Sessions on Protecting the Civic Space in the EAC and 
Extractive Industries and marginalization

http://eacsof.net/upload/SG%20Forum/4th%20SG%20Forum/4th%20SG's%20Forum%20Draft%20Report-Final%20version.pdf
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On the 16th March 2016, the East Africa Civil Society organizations’ forum (EACSOF) held the 8th 
Annual	General	Meeting	at	Naura	Springs	Hotel	in	Arusha,	Tanzania.	The	meeting	was	graced	by	46	
CSOs delegates from the East Africa Community partner states and key development partners such 
as	the	Commonwealth	Foundation,	The	Rosa	Luxemburg	Stiftung,	The	Swedish	Embassy,	Foundation	
for CSOs in Tanzania (FCSO-TZ), and Action Aid. EACSOF President, Mr. Morris Odhiambo chaired 
the meeting. 

The	key	achievements	of	EACSOF	were	highlighted	by	the	Secretary	General,	Mr.	Zaa	Twalangeti	of	
Tanzania as follows:

	 EACSOF	 advocacy	 for	 the	 assent	 to	 the	Rights	Based	EAC	HIV	 and	AIDS	Prevention	 and	
Management	Bill	2015	succeeded	after	all	EAC	Head	of	States	signed	the	Bill.	

 Constitutionalism: EACSOF in collaboration with PALU filed an application at the EACJ to 
obtain	a	ruling	on	the	legality	of	the	decision	reached	by	the	Constitutional	Court	of	Burundi	on	5th	
May	2015,	which	allowed	President	Nkurunziza	to	run	for	a	third	term	in	elections.

	 Human	Rights:	 EACSOF	 submitted	 a	 petition	 to	 EALA	 on	 the	 deteriorating	 human	 rights	
and	humanitarian	situation	 in	 the	Republic	of	Burundi	and	undertook	a	workshop	on	the	Right	 to	
Nationality (R2N) in Africa to raise concern on statelessness and R2N.

	 EACSOF	 internal	 governance	 was	 strengthened	 by	 reviewing	 the	 Financial	 and	 Human	
Resource Policies.
 EACSOF, through a consultative process designed its Strategic Plan for the period 2016-2020.
 EACSOF received a token of recognition for undertaking initiatives in governance, diplomacy, 
peace and security from the International Peace Support Training Centre (IPSTC).

EACSOF ADOPTS THE STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 2016—2020, STRENGTHENS 
ITS GOVERNANCE AT 2016 AGM
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EACSOF ADOPTS THE STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 2016—2020, STRENGTHENS 
ITS GOVERNANCE AT 2016 AGM

At	 the	 AGM,	 EACSOF	 members	 adopted	 EACSOF’s	 Annual	 Report	 2015;	 the	 Strategic	 Plan	 for	
2016-2020 was also presented to the members for review and was adopted with various amendments 
specifically	EACSOF	Thematic	Areas	Inclusion	(Democratic	Governance,	Peace	and	Security,	Social	
and Economic Justice, Natural Resources, Environmental Protection and Climate Change), Gender 
mainstreaming, Sustainable Development Goals and Sustainability. Further, a committee was formed 
to spearhead amendments to the EACSOF Constitution. Among others, the Task Force has the mandate 
of soliciting views from EACSOF Country Chapter on possible amendments to the Constitution. 
The	AGM	enabled	EACSOF	to	account	to	its	members	and	strengthen	its	governance	regime	by	having	
a	more	cohesive	voice	and	a	clearer	strategy	that	will	guide	its	interventions	in	the	next	5	years.	
The	 new	 Strategy	 will	 be	 spearheaded	 by	 a	 robust	 EACSOF	 Governing	 Council	 composed	 of	
CLARION/National Civil Society Congress (NCSC) represented by the President of EACSOF, Legal 
Resource Foundation, the Forum for Strengthening Civil Society (FORSC), Association of Girls 
Guide	Burundi	(AGB),	Rwanda	Civil	Society	Platform	(RCSP),	Strive	Foundation	Rwanda,	Tanzania	
Association	of	NGOs(TANGO),	Association	of	NGOs	ZANIBAR	(ANGOZA),	Uganda	National	NGO	
Forum (UNNGOF) and Southern and Eastern African Trade, Information and Negotiations Institute 
(SEATINI). 

EACSOF Members during the 8th  EACSOF Annual General Meeting
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The	 IANRA	 held	 a	 	 Multi-stakeholder	 Conference	 	 on	 the	 26	 April	 2016	 at	 Silver	 Springs	 hotel	 in	
Nairobi,Kenya		and		a		Model	Mining	Legislation	Launch	in	Naivasha	on	the	27	April		2016.	

Multi-stakeholder	Conference	 	 enabled	participants	 to	 review	 the	The	Model	Mining	Legislation	 	 	 and		
recommended	for	inclusion	of	Gender	Mainstreaming;	Responsibility	of	the	State;	Community	definition	
to accommodate national constitutions. 

The	Model	Mining	Legislation	is	a	work	in	progress	document		and		EACSOF	members	are	welcomed	to	
improve the document, moreover  there is also need for CSOs to also come up with compiled EAC regional 
level research and case studies on natural resources policies and impacts on communities as a building 
block to Advocate for Model Mining Legislation adoption at African Union Level.  Read Africa Model 
Mining Legislation

INTERNATIONAL ALLIANCE ON NATURAL RESOURCES IN AFRICA (IANRA)
THE MULTI-STAKEHOLDER CONFERENCE AND MODEL MINING  LEGISLATION 
LAUNCH 

Over 300 delegates representing communities, traditional leaders, local authorities, government, civil 
society, policy makers, regional bodies, media and mining companies have gathered at Olkario, Naivasha 
to	witness	the	launch.	The	Model	was	launched	amidst	pomp	and	fanfare	with	entertainment	from	various	
community	groups	including	Masai	men,	women	and	children	performing	different	acts.	
The	Model	is	to	be	used	by	civil	society	organizations	and	policy	makers	to	advocate	for	reforms	to	mining	
policies	in	different	African	countries	and	especially	for	communities	to	organize	around	the	challenges	
that they face caused by extractives activities in their habitats.
The	model	 	 is	 one	 of	 the	major	 outcome	 of	 a	 3	 year	 project	 on	 Extractives	 by	 IANRA	 titled	 “Natural	
Resources ARE for Development: An inclusive dialogue on good governance in the minerals sector in Sub-
Saharan Africa” Other outcomes include a Case Study Synthesis, an Advocacy and Gender Mainstreaming 
Guide and a Policy Guide.
IANRA	chairperson	Maghenda	Mwikamba	urged	different	 countries	 to	 adopt	 the	 law	 since	 it	 captures	
issues	affecting	communities	at	the	grassroots.

PRESS RELEASE: IANRA launches model mining legislation in Kenya 
- By Claire Wanja

http://eacsof.net/africamininglaw.pdf
http://eacsof.net/africamininglaw.pdf
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Mr.	Mwikamba	said	the	law	was	developed	from	views	of	the	community	after	carrying	out	research	in	
five	countries.	“It	is	the	first	time	we	are	having	law	which	is	developed	from	community	unlike	others	
which	are	endorsed	by	the	government	to	the	people.	This	is	a	product	if	well	utilized	it	will	resolved	
a	number	of	 issues	arising	in	different	mining	sites	 in	Africa,”	he	said.	He	added,	“We	urge	different	
parliamentarians	 in	 different	 countries	 in	Africa	 to	 adopt	 the	 law	 and	 localize	 it	 in	 their	 respective	
countries.” Speaking during the launch of the document in Ngondi Naivasha Kenya, Mr. Mwikamba 
also called on the policy makers to ensure communities living in areas endowed with various minerals 
participate	fully	in	decision	making	around	the	natural	resources.the	tools	that	this	project	has	developed	
to	work	towards	just	laws	for	effective	natural	resource	management	that	benefits	citizens.

“Among	the	issues	we	want	to	achieve	in	the	near	future	is	to	see	communities	being	involved	in	making	
decision	about	minerals	in	their	area.	This	can	be	achieved	through	having	agreements	made	in	public,”	
said Mr. Mwikamba.
The	 document	 got	 a	 boost	 after	 Pan	 African	 Parliament,	 the	 Africa	 Mineral	 Development	 Centre	
(AMDC), SADC-PF and Kenyan county governments promised to lobby politicians and experts adopt 
the document.
“I	will	lobby	my	fellow	parliamentarians	in	Pan	African	parliament	to	rally	behind	the	document.	This	
is a political process and we have to put up the right advocacy plan to see a number of countries accept 
to	support	the	law,”	said	Hon.	Onyango	Kakoba,	Member	of	Parliament	Buikwe	North	Uganda	who	is	
also	Chair	of	PAP	Committee	on	Justice	and	Human	rights.

Hon.	 Kakoba	 said	 it’s	 the	 positive	 to	 see	 a	 down-up	 kind	 of	 document	 which	 expresses	 wishes	 of	
community,	government	and	investors.	This	is	a	holistic	document	which	will	revolutionize	the	extractive	
sector in Africa.
Nakuru county Environment, Natural Resources, Water and Energy Executive Officer Richard Rop said 
they	would	use	the	model	to	develop	laws	to	govern	different	minerals	in	their	county.

“The	Kenyan	Constitution	 gives	 us	 powers	 to	 come	up	with	 laws	 at	County	 level.	 I	 have	 interacted	
with the document and there are a number of principles we can adopt as we make our laws at county 
assembly,” said Mr. Rop adding they will localize it to suit people at the County

IANRA urges communities, its members and civil society at large and policy makers across Africa to 
make	use	of	 the	 tools	 that	 this	project	has	developed	 to	work	 towards	 just	 laws	 for	effective	natural	
resource management that benefits citizens.

PRESS RELEASE: IANRA launches model mining legislation in Kenya 
- By Claire Wanja
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EALA  ENACTS LEGISLATION ON DISASTER RISK REDUCTION

The	East	African	Legislative	Assembly,	March	10,	2016;	Dar	es	Salaam,	Tanzania:	EALA	passed	the	Disaster	
Risk	Reduction	and	Disaster	Management	Bill,	2013,	paving	way	for	the	region	to	take	necessary	disaster	
preparedness, management, protection and mitigation measures as well as in handling disasters in a more 
co-ordinated way.
	The	Bill	 sailed	 through	smoothly	at	 the	Committee	stage	with	Members	adopting	clause	after	clause	of	
the	same	or	with	amendments	before	it	came	up	for	Third	Reading.		Debate	on	the	Bill	had	commenced	
yesterday	before	the	Speaker	ruled	that	it	be	finalized	this	afternoon.
	The	Object	of	the	EAC	Disaster	Risk	Reduction	and	Disaster	Management	Bill	2013	is	to	provide	a	legal	
framework	 for	 the	 intervention	and	assistance	 for	people	affected	by	climate	change	and	natural	 related	
hazards and to protect the natural environment through integration of comprehensive disaster risk reduction 
and management practices in the EAC.
The	passage	of	the	Bill	is	a	culmination	of	about	two	years	of	work	during	which	time	the	Assembly	has	
consistently advocated for it.

Debate	on	 the	Bill,	originally	moved	 for	 second	reading	 in	August	2013,	was	halted	 following	a	request	
by the Council of Ministers to consult and consider its policy implications.  At the same time, the move 
was to allow for pursuit of the ratification of the EAC Protocol on Peace and Security which among other 
objectives,	provides	for	co-operation	in	DRR	management	and	crisis	response.		The	Protocol	on	Peace	and	
Security has since been ratified by all Partner States.
	During	the	sitting	in	January	2016	in	Arusha,	debate	was	once	again	adjourned.	This	was	occasioned	by	
a	Motion	moved	by	the	Chair	of	the	Council	of	Ministers,	Hon	Dr.	Susan	A.	Kolimba.		The	Motion	sailed	
through	but	after	further	amendment	tabled	by	Chair	of	the	Regional	Affairs	and	Resolution	Committee,	
Hon	Abdullah	Mwinyi.	Under	Rule	30(a)	to	have	the	Bill	brought	back	to	the	House	at	the	March	Sitting.
 
The	 Chairperson	 of	 the	 Committee	 on	 Agriculture,	 Tourism	 and	 Natural	 Resources,	 Hon	 Christophe	
Bazivamo	said	the	Bill	anticipates	support	for	both	natural	and	man-made	disasters.Yesterday,	the	Minister	
for	EAC,	Republic	of	Burundi,	Hon	Leontine	Nzeyimana	informed	the	House	the	Council	of	Ministers	had	
no	objection	to	the	passage	of	the	Bill.
 
At	debate	time,	Hon	Judith	Pareno	said	the	Bill	had	been	before	the	House	for	a	period	of	two	years.		“I	
recall	that	at	time	of	public	hearings	and	immediately	thereafter,	we	had	several	disasters	including	the	fire	
at	Jomo	Kenyatta	International	Airport,	the	Central	Market	in	Bujumbura	and	even	the	Westgate	tragedy”,	
the legislator said.
	“Disasters	do	not	come	knocking	doors	or	give	notice”,	it	is	necessary	that	we	pass	the	Bill”,	she	added.	
	Hon	Mike	Kennedy	Sebalu	said	the	passage	of	the	Bill	was	timely	so	as	to	mitigate	the	different	disasters	
that have befallen the region. 
“The	 frequency	of	disasters	 that	have	befallen	our	Partner	States	 cannot	be	over-emphasised.	 	We	must	
create	an	environment	that	is	less	of	disasters	and	thus	a	legal	framework	is	the	right	way	to	go,	Hon	Sebalu	
noted.
	Hon	Adam	Kimbisa	said	fire,	drought	and	terrorism	were	some	of	the	disasters	the	region	continued	to	
face.				“All	disasters	care	less	about	when	to	occur,	where	or	when	to	hit,”	the	legislator	said.			He	remarked	
that	countries	 in	 the	west	had	 invested	better	 in	coping	mechanisms	 than	 in	 the	continent.	 	 	 “We	must	
equally invest in risk reduction activities”, he added.
	Hon	Martin	Ngoga	said	the	passage	of	the	law	was	urgent.		“It	is	a	reflection	of	how	prepared	we	are	to	
protect	the	lives	of	the	citizens”,	Hon	Ngoga	said.
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EALA  ENACTS LEGISLATION ON DISASTER RISK REDUCTION

Also	rising	in	support	of	the	debate	was	Hon	Saoli	Ole	Nkanae,	Hon	Dora	Byamukama,	Hon	Sarah	Bonaya	
and	Hon	Valerie	Nyirahabineza.

The	passage	of	 the	Bill	whose	original	mover	 is	Hon	Patricia	Hajabakiga,	 is	a	culmination	of	a	process	
whose idea began five years ago. In December 2010, EALA Committee on Agriculture Tourism and Natural 
Resources held key discussions with a delegation from the United Nations International Strategy for 
Disaster Reduction (UNISDR).  

The	meeting	was	called	to	raise	awareness	within	the	legislature	on	the	importance	of	disaster	risk	reduction	
as an instrument for achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  EALA and UNISDR further 
agreed	to	collaborate	to	develop	a	model	legislation	which	can	be	used	to	support	the	efforts	of	the	EAC	
Partner States in building disaster resilience in East Africa.
 
The	next	stage	is	the	process	of	Assent	by	the	EAC	Heads	of	State	in	line	with	Article	63	of	the	Treaty	for	the	
Establishment of the East African Community.

 
-Ends- 
For	more	information,	contact:	Bobi	Odiko,	Senior	Public	Relations	Officer,	
East	African	Legislative	Assembly.	Tel:	+255-27-2508240	Fax:	+255-27-2503103,	Cell:	+255-787-870945	
+254-733-718036.	Email:	BOdiko@eachq.org,	Web:http://www.eala.org

EALA SET TO PASS OMNIBUS LAW ON INTEGRATION
The	East	African	Legislative	Assembly	has	proposed	enactment	of	an	omnibus	law	to	harmonize	national	
laws appertaining to the Community and to institute an administration law for the Common Market 
Protocol.
The	Assembly	is	of	the	view	such	a	move	shall	cure,	existing	challenges	of	harmonization	of	Partner	State	
laws appertaining to the Community. At the same time, the Assembly wants the Council of Ministers 
to	 direct	 the	 Sectoral	Council	 on	 Legal	 and	 Judicial	Affairs	 to	 hold	 regular	meetings	 and	 to	 prioritize	
harmonization of laws for EAC in order facilitate integration within the set time frames.
In	order	to	meaningfully	facilitate	co-operation	in	legal	and	judicial	affairs	as	provided	for	under	Article	
126 of the Treaty, EALA urges EAC Council of Ministers to expedite implementation of the entire Article 
which	obliges	Partner	States	to	harmonize	 legal	 training	and	certification;	encourage	standardization	of	
judgments	of	courts	within	the	Community	as	well	as	in	establishing	common	syllabus	for	the	training	of	
lawyers.
Late yesterday, EALA approved the Report of the Committee on Legal Rules and Privileges on the oversight 
activity	on	the	harmonisation	of	national	laws	in	the	EAC	context.	The	Report	presented	to	the	House	by	
Hon	Dora	Byamukama	on	behalf	of	the	Chair	of	the	Committee,	Hon	Peter	Mathuki,	follows	an	oversight	
activity carried out by the Committee in February 22- 26, 2016.
Chapter	24	of	the	Treaty	provides	for	co-operation	in	Legal	and	Judicial	Affairs.	Specifically,	Article	126	(2)	
(b)	of	the	Treaty	provides	that	“Partner	States	shall	through	their	appropriate	national	institutions	take	all	
necessary steps to harmonize all their national laws appertaining to the Community”.
In line with that Treaty provision, EAC Partner States established a sub-committee on the approximation 
of national laws in the EAC context.
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EALA SET TO PASS OMNIBUS LAW ON INTEGRATION

During	the	oversight	activity,	 the	Committee	was	 informed	that	Partner	States	are	at	different	stages	of	
implementation of the directives of the Council of Ministers on harmonization on national laws. It further 
observed that Partner States were slow when it comes to amending laws to comply with the directive of 
the Council of Ministers pertaining to harmonization of national laws. Further on, the criteria used and 
timelines for harmonization of laws is also unclear.
The	Committee	cites	a	number	of	challenges	including	frequent	changes	in	the	membership	of	the	Task	
Force,	conflicting	commitments	of	members	of	the	Task	Force	as	well	as	different	legal	systems.	In	addition,	
the slow pace in the implementation of the harmonisation agenda at national level and the lack of monitoring 
mechanisms to ensure Partner States comply with the adopted approximation proposals are also cited.
During	debate	 time,	Hon	Judith	Pareno	said	the	activity	of	harmonising	and	approximating	 laws	was	a	
Treaty	matter	and	said	it	was	important	for	the	Community	to	have	a	system	of	the	laws	to	harmonise.	Hon	
Shyrose	Bhanji	remarked	that	slow	implementation	of	harmonising	laws	was	retrogressive	for	integration.	
She	asked	 the	House	 to	request	 the	Council	of	Ministers	 to	 share	with	 the	Assembly	a	matrix	 showing	
progress of implementation.
“We	also	need	a	special	strategy	to	popularise	the	laws	passed	by	the	Assembly	to	the	citizens”,	Hon	Bhanji	
said.	Hon	Martin	Ngoga	called	for	a	rethink	of	strategy	in	the	way	the	Community	undertakes	its	mandate	
as	it	advances	the	objectives	of	integration.	Harmonisation	of	laws	is	just	one	of	the	ways	but	there	are	a	
number of things we need to do with reference to Article 126.
“Why	are	we	not	publishing	East	Africa	Law	Journals?	There	are	over	600	laws	that	we	need	to	harmonise	
to	make	EAC	realise	the	Common	Market	and	we	must	move	faster,”	he	said.	The	legislator	said	EALA	must	
take the lead.
“It	is	the	Assembly’s	role	to	make	laws	and	we	should	not	take	back	the	matter	to	Partner	States”	he	said.	
“We	must	reassess	our	mode	of	work”,	he	added.
Hon	Susan	Nakawuki	remarked	that	it	was	key	for	the	harmonisation	of	immigration	laws	to	be	speedily	
undertaken.	“One	of	the	key	issues	we	need	to	address	is	that	of	the	yellow	fever	certificates	and	I	request	
the	Council	of	Ministers	to	inform	us	of	the	position	of	the	Community	on	the	matter”,	Hon	Nakawuki	
said.
Chairperson	of	the	Legal	Rules	and	Privileges	Committee,	Hon	Peter	Mathuki	urged	the	Ministers	of	EAC	
to	be	in	attendance	during	the	Plenary	Sitting.	“The	continuous	absence	of	EAC	Ministers	may	be	another	
reason	for	the	slow	implementation	of	activities	of	integration”,	Hon	Mathuki	said.	The	legislator	also	said	
bureaucracies needed to be reduced.
The	3rd	Deputy	Prime	Minister	and	Minister	for	EAC	in	the	Republic	of	Uganda,	Rt	Hon	Kirunda	Kivejinja	
remarked that progress on the pillars of integration were notable while, the Deputy Minister for Foreign 
Affairs,	 East	African,	Regional	 and	 International	Co-operation,	Hon	Dr	 Susan	Kolimba	 remarked	 that	
the Council of Ministers was committed to ensuring issues brought to fore by Members are adequately 
addressed.
Also	 rising	up	 to	 support	 the	 report	was	Hon	 Joseph	Kiangoi,	Hon	Abdullah	Mwinyi	and	Hon	Valerie	
Nyirahabineza.

-Ends-
For	 more	 Information,	 contact:	 Bobi	 Odiko,	 Senior	 Public	 Relations	 Officer;	 East	 African	 Legislative	
Assembly;	Tel:	+255-27-2508240	Cell:	+255	787	870945+254-733-718036;Email:Bodiko@eachq.org,www.
eala.org
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RIGHT TO NATIONALITY AND ERADICATION OF STATELESSNESS

In 2009 AfriMAP, now the AfRO, published two ground breaking studies focusing on issues of exclusion and 
citizenship	in	Africa.		Those	reports	stated	that	Africa’s	wars	are	fuelled	by	many	factors,	most	notoriously,	
natural	resources	and	land.		However,	citizenship	also	ranks	atop	the	contributors	to	conflict	on	the	African	
continent.		The	rampant	and	unresolved	issue	of	discrimination	of	citizenship	has	led	to	conflict	in	Côte	
d’Ivoire	and	Democratic	Republic	of	Congo.	The	studies	made	an	urgent	case	for	the	right	to	a	nationality	
to	be	included	in	Africa’s	laws.		The	studies	also	argued	the	case	that	citizenship	discrimination	in	Africa	
has reached a crises point. Millions of Africans without citizenship are deprived of the right to vote, to 
access public services, possibility to leave or return to their countries of origin since they do not have travel 
documents, or even transfer their nationality to their spouses or children, and right to register their child 
at birth or enrol them in school.  

In	advancing	”Right	to	Nationality	and	Eradication	of	 	Stateless”		Agenda,	The	East	Africa	Civil	Society	
Forum (EACSOF), Pan African Lawyers’ Union (PALU) in partnership with Open Society Foundation’s 
Africa	Regional	Office	(AfRO)	and	International	Refugee	Rights,	organized	a	forum	for	CSOs	at	The	East	
Africa	Hotel,	Arusha	Tanzania,	on	the	26th	November,	2015.	The	meeting	accorded	CSOs	the	opportunity	
to share information on the recent findings and recommendations of continental studies1 indicating a 
need for a protocol on the rights to a nationality in Africa. Additionally, due focus was paid on Gender, 
Burundi	Crisis		and	the	concept	of	accelerated	regional	integration	agenda,	which	is	hampered	by	policies	
of exclusion at the regional level.  A key outcome of the meeting was the need for CSOs to in one voice and 
with relevant stakeholders to minimize the cost of statelessness and come up with new rules and policies on 
the	issue,	furthermore	CSOs	should	take	advantage	of	the	year	of	Human	Rights,	2016	to	push	for	the	Right	
to Nationality and Eradication of  Stateless agenda by sharing their technical expertise and advocating for 
political	goodwill	for	instance	at		EAC	level	CSOs	should	advocate	for	Enriching	Draft	Gender	Equality	Bill	
to incorporate Right To Nationality.

In	December	2007,	the	Government	of	Tanzania	announced	its	willingness	to	offer	naturalization	as	part	
of	a	comprehensive	solution	 for	Burundian	refugees	who	had	been	 in	Tanzania	 since	1972.	This	policy	
announcement was a surprise to many observers of refugee issues in Tanzania in light of the country’s 
restrictive	approach	to	asylum	since	the	1990s	—an	approach	which	was	ultimately	formalized	in	Tanzania’s	
2003	National	Refugee	Policy.	By	June	2010,	however,	Tanzania’s	newfound	willingness	to	offer	naturalization	
saw	162,156	applications	 for	naturalization	approved.	The	process	 then	stalled,	 and	 the	Government	of	
Tanzania	became	more	reluctant	to	see	the	process	to	its	full	conclusion.	Then,	to	the	surprise	and	delight	
of	many,	the	Government	of	the	Tanzania	announced	on	the	margins	of	UNHCR’s	Executive	Committee	
meeting	 in	Geneva	 in	October	2014	that	 it	had	decided	to	go	ahead	and	fully	 implement	 the	program.	
Tanzania’s President, Jakaya Kikwete, granted citizenship to all approved applicants, along with their 
dependents	born	after	the	application	process,	on	October	14,	2014.	Read	more.

Featured Stories on Right to Nationality  and Eradication of Statelessness
Naturalization in Tanzania: Lessons from the Ebb and Flow of the Process
Source: RefLAW
Published: 15/Mar/2016
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20 Sub-Saharan African Countries Still Do Not Treat Women As Equal Citizens 
Published: 15/Feb/2016
By Flavia Mwangovya, Equality Now

Everyone	has	the	right	to	be	born	with	a	nationality	–	safe,	fearless	and	free	–	and	secure	in	their	human	
right	 to	equally	 transfer,	 acquire,	 change	or	 retain	 it.	There	 is	no	 reason	why	over	50	countries	around	
the	world	 –	 20	 of	which	 are	 in	 Sub-Saharan	Africa,	 should	 still	 have	 sexist	 nationality	 and	 citizenship	
laws, which largely discriminate against women, potentially putting them and their families in danger and 
denying	them	the	rights,	benefits	and	services	that	everyone	should	enjoy.
A new global report by Equality Now demands that these laws, which discriminate on the basis of sex, 
should be urgently revised in line with international legal obligations. Although commitments have been 
repeatedly made by governments around the world to work towards repealing such discriminatory laws, 
many have yet to translate their promises into action.
Despite the reluctance to do this by many countries, momentum is gathering at the global level to fix sexist 
nationality	laws.	This	includes	a	target	in	the	post-2015	sustainable	agenda	for	eliminating	discriminatory	
laws, adopted by the UN, and the setting up of the Global Campaign for Equal Nationality Rights, a coalition 
with	a	steering	committee	made	up	of	UNHCR,	the	Women’s	Refugee	Commission,	the	Equal	Rights	Trust,	
the Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion and Equality Now.
At the regional level, we hope that the African Union Commission will facilitate the adoption of a Protocol 
to	the	African	Charter,	aimed	at	addressing	matters	linked	to	statelessness	in	particular	–	and	the	equal	
right of all Africans to their nationality.
At the national level, a number of countries have either removed, or taken steps to address, discriminatory 
provisions within their nationality laws in recent years. On the African continent, Senegal and Niger 
reformed	their	laws	in	2013	and	2014	respectively	so	that	women	can	now	pass	their	nationality	to	their	
foreign	spouse	and	children	on	an	equal	basis	with	men.	We	hope	that	this	will	create	a	ripple	effect	for	
neighboring countries. Others such as Togo have indicated that change may happen soon, and we hope 
they, and all countries with remaining discriminatory laws, will pick up the pace of reform in 2016.
Sexist nationality laws reinforce harmful gender stereotypes. Once married, a woman loses her independent 
identity	if	she	loses	her	nationality	of	origin;	a	child	“belongs”	to	a	father	rather	than	a	mother	if	only	the	
father can give the child citizenship. Other negative outcomes for women and their families include lack of 
access to education, social and medical services and even increased risk of child marriage.
Losing her nationality of origin can leave a woman especially vulnerable, if her marriage ends due to divorce 
or	the	death	of	her	husband	–	particularly	if	her	children	have	their	father’s	nationality.	Even	if	a	woman	is	
able to subsequently claim back her nationality, delays and other hurdles in regaining citizenship can cause 
her considerable trauma, anxiety and other hardship.
Having	committed	to	do	so	on	many	occasions,	all	governments	should	immediately	turn	words	into	deeds	
and	finally	prioritize	the	amendment	of	all	sexist	nationality	laws.	This	will	help	them	comply	with	both	
their international legal obligations, as well as their own national obligations to ensure equal access to civil, 
political, economic, social and cultural rights.
National legislation should be revised so that women and men can equally extend citizenship to each other 
and to their children, whether their children are born in or out of marriage, at home or abroad. It should 
also be revised so women and men can acquire, keep or change their own nationality in the same way.
This	will	send	a	clear	signal	that	everyone	is	valued	equally,	in	a	fairer	society,	where	everyone	can	reach	
their full potential. Getting these laws working for women and girls will mean a safer and more prosperous 
society. Nationality laws can be unnecessarily complex, but removing discrimination between men and 
women	is	not	a	complicated	concept	–	and	working	together,	this	is	something	that	can	be	achieved	in	a	
very short time, if governments truly care about girls and women. Please take action to change all sexist 
citizenship laws at: www.equalitynow.org/HOME   

Join Discussion on Twitter  #EACSOF #R2N #IBelong  
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Meeting of Task Force and Sub-Committee on harmonisation of National laws 
02 May 2016 to 05 May 2016
Arusha - Tanzania

14th Meeting of EAC Audit and Risk Committee 
08 May 2016 to 10 May 2016

Video Conference
Meeting of the EAC Railways Task Force 
13 May 2016 to 14 May 2016
Arusha - Tanzania

Judicial Training on Cross-border Investment and Role of the Courts in Dispute Settlement, Gender 
and the Laws 
16 May 2016 to 19 May 2016
Bujumbura - Burundi

Meeting of Task Force and Sub-Committee on Harmonisation of National Laws 
06 June 2016 to 10 June 2016
Bujumbura - Burundi

Meeting of the Task Force on Publication of the East African Law Reports and Community Law Journal 
13 June 2016 to 15 June 2016
Bujumbura - Burundi

13th Meeting of the Technical Committee of the Multinational Roads Projects 
13 June 2016 to 17 June 2016
Bujumbura - Burundi

7th Meeting of the Committee of Heads of Communications Regulatory Authorities 
14 June 2016 to 16 June 2016

Video Conference
20th Meeting of the Sectoral Council on Legal and Judicial Affairs 
20 June 2016 to 24 June 2016
Arusha - Tanzania

Evaluation of the EAC-YAP and Preparatory Meeting 4th EAC Youth Debate 
29 June 2016 to 30 June 2016
Arusha - Tanzania

UPCOMING EVENTS 2016

SAVE THE DATES FOR THESE UPCOMING EVENTS
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UPCOMING EVENTS 2016

12th - 21st May 2016  Consideration of the EAC Budget estimates of Revenue and Expenditure 
FY’2016/2017 General Purpose Committee Arusha EALA

22nd May 2016  Plenary All Members Arusha 6th Meeting

3rd June 2016 Plenary All Members Arusha 6th Meeting

5th- 8th June 2016 Oversight activity on Single Customs Territory Commutation, Trade & 
Investment Committee Partner States TMEA(TBC)

8th - 11th June 2016 Consideration of the Council report on the progress made by the Community in 
the development of its Common Foreign and Security Policy  Regional Affairs & Conflict 
Resolution Arusha TBC

9th - 28th June 2016 Sensitization activities in the Partner States All Members Partner States 
EALA (TBC)

SAVE THE DATES FOR THESE UPCOMING EVENTS

Are You Interested in Joining EACSOF Membership or Supporting EACSOF? 

EACSOF is the only inclusive platform for all CSO in East Africa ; EACSOF is a space for CSO shared learning 
and collective action. Under the EAC Consultative Dialogue Framework, EACSOF is mandated as the CSO focal 
point for active participation in the integration process in pursuit of Article 127 of the Treaty for establishment 
of the EAC.  EACSOF draws its membership from Civil Society Organizations include, Non-Governmental 
Organizations, Community Based Organizations, Faith Based Organizations, networks and Coalitions of such 
Organizations situated within the East Africa Community Member States. Join EACSOF Membership  so as 
to contribute to the empowering of active citizenry for sustainable development and growth in East Africa. 
Benefits Include: EAC news updates, attend EACSOF events and networking with other prominent CSO. 

For Further Information, Suggestions or Inquiries : Contact Us
East African Civil Society Organisations’ Forum (EACSOF) 

P. O. Box 12583   Nane - Nane, NJIRO Arusha | Tanzania.
Tel:   +255 786 027 746 

Email: info@easof.net / eacsof@gmail.com  
Website:  www.eacsof.net


