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EACSOF JUNE NEWSLETTER 2012. 
 

CIVIL SOCIETY TRAINING ON VIOLENCE, CONFLICT AND FRAGILITY 
 
The World Bank Institute (WBI) and the World Bank Global Center on Conflict, Security and Development organised a two 
days workshop bringing together about 30 regional civil society actors from across sub-Sahara African in Mombasa from 
22-23 May 2012 to engage in a discussion on a new e-learning course, based on the 2011 World Development Report on 
Conflict, Security and Development. The workshop also marked as the official launch of World Bank e-learning course 
which will help contextualizing the course content and encourage reflection on its findings in Africa and globally.  
  
The workshop generally started by providing an overview and understanding of the modern forms of violence, Conflict and 
Fragility then proceeded to their causes, impacts and characteristics. The second topic basically provided for the ways to 
escape fragility and gain or work through restoring confidence to the community through transforming and strengthening 
institutions to provide citizen security.  

  
EACSOF experiences & lessons 

This workshop served as a useful forum for sharing 
knowledge and experiences with other CSOs. This was clearly 
set through the presentations provided for from different 
countries which are fragile, giving different situations in each 
country. E.g. the case of South Sudan, the South Sudan’s 
fragility can be seen in its current armed rebellions, its weak 
institutions and governance systems, and its extreme lack of 
basic services. All these aspects of fragility are interlinked 
with the fact that North and South Sudan depend much on oil 
revenue causing main challenge to achieving stability.  
 
By making a comparison on the causes, impacts and 
characteristics in South Sudan, Burundi, Sierra Leone and 
Chad, it shows that causes of violence in most of African 

countries are relatively the same but complex in a sense that they are often country specific, with long and short term 
issues such as: bad governance, institutional weaknesses, impunity, injustice, bad resource allocation, corruption, poverty 
and unemployment etc. A better understanding of impacts of conflict and violence was one of the benefits received from 
the workshop too.  
 
In another note, restoring confidence to the community is another fundamental aspect to move out from violence and 
conflict to a peace building and state building society. Challenge is usually to the government in transition to live up to the 
expectations from the people, leading to the fact that restoring back the trust and confidence between society and state 
requires collective awareness, inclusiveness, the systematic solutions, the transitionality and accountability. 

Benefits to g7+ CSOs and other CSOs 

 
World Bank Regional CSO Workshop on Violence, Conflict and 
Fragility from the 22nd to 23rd May 2012 at Serena Beach Hotel in 
Mombasa. 
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 A New Deal dialogue as a key and a platform for Civil Society to engage better with Governments on fragile state 
issues as agreed at the Accra meeting for the process to be inclusive and equal to both partners in development in 
order to ensure that both the Paris Principles and the Accra Agenda for Action are used as leverage for the MDGs 
critical assessment for conflict affected and fragile states despite their unique situations. 

 The workshop being very informative forum, as Civil Society the e-learning training is a new tool which can be used 
in capacity building as a new conflict analysis tool which meets the African Context needs by experience and theory, 
therefore can be useful for information sharing too.   

 The workshop was a good platform among Civil Society to explore the nature of modern forms of violence and 
fragility, and how to build resilience through country-led processes of institutional transformation.  

 A better understanding of the new deal and its peace building and state building goals towards the millennium 
development goals in fragile states. The five goals are: Legitimate Politics, Security, Justice, Economic Foundations 
and Revenues & Services. 

EAC HELD TRAINING OF TRAINERS WORKSHOP ON REGIONAL INTEGRATION 

FOR EACSOF, EABC, EALGA MEMBERS AND MINISTRIES OF EAC IN 

PARTNER STATES 

The purpose of preparing a Sensitization Manual on EAC is to create IEC material to be used to inform and educate ordinary 
citizens on the EAC, how they can get involved in the integration process and how to access the benefits of integration. 
Ultimately this manual is a tool that will help to widen and deepen the integration process, in order to make integration work 
for the citizens of East Africa. 

Therefore, the writing workshop for finalizing the CSO Sensitization Manual, which took place March was followed by a 
regional TOT targeting four representatives from each of the Partner States.  Each partner state sent one representative from 
MEACA, EALGA, EABC and EACSOF.  These will act as a regional team of champions promoting the integration process. They 
will be trainers at National level, where national ToTs will be conducted as a follow up to the Regional ToT. National ToTs will 
generate a team of trainers who will roll out EAC Sensitization / Awareness raising campaigns at National level 

During a second ToT in Nairobi 18 to 20th June 2012, the regional champions met again to finalize their training and draw 
action plans for the national level.  National level action plans have slight variations in the detail but are consistent on major 
strategy: 

a. Start with a national level EAC sensitization workshop involving various interest groups but also 
including state actors from Customs and Revenue, Immigration and Airport Authorities and the Media. 

b. The various interest groups will include business community including women in business, the youth 
from university, secondary and primary school levels and representatives from border communities.  

c. Various tools will be used such as banners and bill boards and posters, in addition to both print and 
electronic media to advertise national level workshops. 

d. National level workshops will be followed by provincial sensitization meetings and border post 
sensitization meetings in priority areas, targeting similar categories of participants as the national 
conferences.  

e. The regional champions will launch out a vigorous resource mobilization campaign with leadership from 
GiZ to support national level roll out activities, including cost of IEC materials and meeting logistics. 

f. The initial roll out at national level is expected to take place promptly from July to September 2012 
g. Regional bodies such as EACSOF, EABC, EALGA will need to participate and support national conferences.   
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It is hoped that this information and awareness raising intervention will ultimately help to raise the quality of life of ordinary 
citizens, the youth, women and men walking down the village paths and streets and toiling daily on the soil, fishermen and 
pastoralists - without the basic amenities of life. 

  
  

CIVIL SOCIETY BLAMED FOR NOT HELPING STOP THE GENOCIDE  

The Rwandan Civil Society in 1994 failed to act in efforts to stop or condemn the 1994 Genocide against Tutsi. The accusations 
were made by Edward Munyamaliza, the president of the Rwanda Civil Society Platform (RCSP), during an event to 
commemorate the Genocide over the weekend. 

Addressing the press at Rwanda Civil Society Platform offices at Kacyiru after a walk by members of civil society platform, 
Munyamaliza said that the civil society at the time failed to play its role as over one million people were killed. 

“We have had lessons from the past. As the civil society today, it is our objective to fight the Genocide and uphold the truth, 
which our colleagues in the past failed to do,” “Those who don’t uphold the truth or deliberately deny or minimize the 
Genocide, have no other intention but to drag the country back into that same mess, something we will not allow to happen,” 
Munyamaliza said. 

Munyamaliza said that the civil society plays an influential role in the society 
and therefore has the obligation, through various mechanisms, to fight the 
Genocide ideology and anything that would want to drag the country into the 
dark past.  

He noted that Genocide deniers are not only Rwandans but also some 
foreigners, who members of the civil society interact with on a daily basis. 
Among other things, he said the civil society platform has played a role in the 
reconciliation and development process since 1994.  

He said that where the civil society failed at the time, the new civil society is 
ready to make up by playing an integral role in the socio-economic development process.  

NEW POLICY TO HELP FIGHT CHILD LABOUR  
 
The government of Rwanda will soon adopt a policy and five-year strategic plan for the elimination of child labour, a move 
aimed at engaging all institutions in the fight against the use of underage children in exploitive and hazardous activities. 
 
This comes at a time when child labour is believed to be high in Sub-Saharan Africa, where it is a major phenomenon, 
according to the International Labour Organisation (ILO). 
 
According to Alexander Twahirwa, an official from the Ministry of Labour and Public Service, both the policy and the strategic 
plan will soon be sent to the Cabinet for approval. It will be the first time the government has formulated and adopted policies 
and strategies against child labour as the vice is believed to be on the rise. 
 
“At the ministry level, we have finished our work; both the policy and the strategic plan were last week approved by the 
national labour council and they will be presented to the ministers responsible on July 6, before sending them to the Cabinet 
for approval,” Twahirwa said. 
 
 He explained that it will aid in the process to “remove children involved in the worst forms of child labour”. 

http://www.rcsprwanda.org/spip.php?article161
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“In order to do this, effectively, first of all we are going to 
strengthen the awareness and to conduct a study to know all the 
children involved in these worst forms of child labour and put 
them in schools,” said Twahirwa. 
 
“We also want to work with all districts to establish regulations. 
On the national level, we have a law but it is not well implemented 
or respected at the lowest level of governance.  
 
The 2008 Rwanda National Child Labour Survey (RNCLS-2008), 
estimates that 11.2 percent (324,659) of children aged between 
five and 17, engage in economic activities. Almost half of them [5.3 
percent] work full time while 5.9 percent combine going to school 
with work. 
 
The vast majority of children – 83.6 percent – carry out household 

chores, with at least 87.9 percent of them in the Northern Province, according to the survey. 
 
  

UGANDA NATIONAL NGO FORUM: ENGAGING WITH THE EAC REGIONAL 
INTERNATIONAL PROCESS 

The Uganda National NGO Forum is a platform organization that provides a sharing and reflection platform for Civil Society 
Organizations to influence development processes in Uganda and enhance their operating environment. For the last 10 years 
the Uganda National NGO Forum has increasingly become an important conduit for coordinating collective NGO action in 
matters that transcend sector or thematic focus. As a national platform for NGOs, the organization provides a strategic space 
for reflection, planning and action on issues which would otherwise be difficult for a single NGO to pursue on its own.  

The Uganda National NGO Forum is the current vice president of EACSOF and has actively participated in a number of 
engagements leading to accelerating active citizen participation in the integration process. Among these include the in country 
validation meetings for the EAC dialogue framework, Civil Society Mobilization strategy, Social development framework 
between March and April 2012 and recently the launch of the State of East Africa 2012 report. As a key stakeholder 
representing civil society, the NGO Forum has worked with the Ministry of East African Community Affairs in various 
consultative meetings to support the domestication of the Customs Union, common Market and free movement of person’s 
protocols, among other consultative meetings both at national and regional levels.  

Key undertakings with the EAC Integration process. 

For over a decade now, the East African Regional Integration that was revived in July 2000 has had a number of engagements 
such as the ratification and implementation of the Common Market and customs Union protocols, a number of policies, laws 
and regulations. These processes have however been lefty to the political elite and technical officers at national and regional 
level, yet the treaty for the establishment of the East African Community envisages a people centered approach to integration 
requiring active citizen participation. Civil society organization world over have been appreciated as a critical tool to enhance 
civic consciousness and participation in their development. In line with this therefore, the EAC secretariat is increasingly 
appreciating the role of civil society and provides space for engagement through the East African Civil Society Organizations 
Forum (EACSOF) in the dialogue frame work. This is a useful space for CSOs to make input in the policy formulation and 
implementation process at regional level. 

In a bid to strengthen meaningful citizen participation in the integration process, the Uganda National NGO Forum in 
partnership with Trade Mark East Africa undertook a study to generate citizens views i.e. perceptions and aspirations on East 
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African Integration. The study revealed critical findings that should inform policy processors & makers towards increasing 
citizen participation in the integration process. The Other activities of engagement was the 2nd edition of the national CSO fair1 
where a parallel session on managing the dynamics of transition to the East African Community Integration. New 
realities, new actions” was organized to debate on the role of CSOs in managing Trans boundary resources in East Africa. The 
role of CSOs in monitoring the management of Trans boundary resources and educating citizens of their rights and 
responsibilities in overseeing proper utilization of resources cross the region were emphasized. At the same event, over 100 
CSOs signed up to be members of EACSOF. This was a positive step in the realization of a regional polity with vibrant citizens’ 
participation.  

Further, the EAC secretariat in partnership with GIZ organized two sets of training of trainer’s workshops on EAC sensitization 
in partner states between April and June 2012. This involved country representatives from EACSOF, East African Business 
Council, and East African Local Government Association & Ministry of East African Community Affairs across all the partner 
states. NGO Forum participated as the EACSOF Uganda chapter convener and will constitute the team of experts to roll out the 
sensitization campaign in partner states as a way to increase civic consciousness and participation in deepening citizen 
involvement in the EAC integration journey. 

RWANDA TO HOST INAUGURAL EAC ARTS AND CULTURE FESTIVAL-JUNE 2012 

The East African Community (EAC) is putting on their first-ever Arts and Culture Festival this fall. Rwanda was chosen by the 
EAC evaluation committee after submitting a proposal. Rwanda won against many other nations who also put up strong bids 
to host the event. The decision to have an biennial festival was made last September by the EAC 23rd Council of Ministers in 
Arusha, Tanzania. 

The EAC Deputy Secretary General in charge of Productive and Social Sectors Hon. Jesca Eriyo said,“The theme of this year’s 
festival will be ‘Deepening Integration through Culture and Creative Industries’, with the main objective of bringing artistes 
and East Africans together to dialogue, learn, exchange, network, and celebrate the region’s rich and diverse cultural heritage.” 

The biennial festival will be held by EAC Partner States on a rotation, starting with Rwanda. The festivals are a way to build the 
east African community by creating a space where their different cultures are celebrated. This will promote cultural tourism 
and conservation, as it is important to showcase and continue certain cultural traditions. They will also create a short-term 
surge in employment opportunities for the people in the nations that host the festival.  

Fashion shows, art exhibitions, workshops and symposiums are only a few events that are planned in order to support cultural 
diversity and growth. Throughout the festival there are over five venues that will hold these events and more. 

This inaugural festival is intended to attract a minimum of 3,000 people who will spend on average about seventy US dollars a 
day, bringing total projected revenue to about 2.1 million US dollars. 

This year’s festival is set to start on the October 27th and last until November 4th, for a total of nine days.  

 

  

                                                             
1
 2nd

 Edition of the national CSO fair was organized by the Uganda National NGO Forum in collaboration with a number of other CSOs from 31
st

 May – 1
st

 June 2012 to 

provide an opportunity for different stakeholders to appreciate the contribution of CSOs to national development and build collaboration for greater impact and 

cohesion amongst the development actors. The fair was organized under the theme; ‘Act Together, Shape the Future: Civil Society in Uganda at 50 Years.’  
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RWANDA WOMEN NETWORK ANIMATORS IN KAGEYO SECTOR RECEIVE 
SOLAR PANELS & OTHER EQUIPMENTS 

As part of the Public Policy Information, Monitoring and Advocacy (PPIMA) project in Gatsibo District ; On Thursday, June 
14th, 2012, 16 Rwanda Women Network Community Animators from Kageyo Sector received equipment in recognition and 
support of the work they do at community level to facilitate the Community Score Card process that is used to monitor service 
delivery. 

The equipment included solar panels and their accessories, mobile phones, megaphones for public mobilization & address as 
well as bicycles worth of RWF 5.4 million. The event was presided over by the Executive Secretary of Gatsibo District – 
Mr. Gatete Silver who called upon the animators to take good care of the equipment because if used well the equipment would 
contribute to the development of their households and the District. 

He also called upon the animators to continue to be active within the PPIMA project as they are contributing to better service 
delivery and good governance at grassroots level.  

For more information visit the Rwanda Women Network 
website 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

RWANDA: NEW POLICY TO MOBILIZE POPULATION AGAINST 
CORRUPTION 
 
The cabinet meeting of June 13 has approved an anti-corruption policy, which aims to support existing mechanisms and 
intends to help the society to learn more about corruption in all its forms, sanctions against it and the joint effort required to 
fight it. Explaining the need of the policy, Augustin Nzindukiyimana, the acting Ombudsman, indicated that today that the fight 
against corruption was left mostly to the government, yet the whole community is concerned. "The government has always 
played its role properly but other parts of the Rwandan society are lacking. The policy aims to get everybody fully involved," 
he said. 
   
Concerned are citizens in general, government officials, local government, the private sector and the civil society. The role of 
the government, as believes Nzindukiyimana, was obvious as it created an office of ombudsman, which established a 
leadership code of conduct and approved a law to fight corruption.  
 

http://www.rwandawomennetwork.org/
http://www.rwandawomennetwork.org/
http://www.rwandawomennetwork.org/
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A new element in the policy, as the ombudsman explained, is that officials who are found guilty of embezzling public funds will 
not only face a prison sentence, but also be required to refund the money. 
 
Concerning the civil society and the private sector, the ombudsman says they are not enough involved. "Yet they are the ones 
who are exposed the most," Nzindukiyimana remarked. To support his assertion, the ombudsman said that their research 
indicates that corruption predominates in tendering processes, which mainly concerns the private sector but the civil society 
as well. 
 
To the general population, the policy provides informal education to create awareness on different forms of corruption, 
because the office of the ombudsman has realized that sometimes people condone corruption by local authorities without 
knowing it, especially when it comes to bribes. "It happens that people give without anybody asking for it, because they think 
that it is the right of the service provider." 
 

73 PERCENT AWARE OF EAC INTEGRATION 
 
The survey, conducted by Trade Mark East Africa (TMEA), also indicates that 90 per cent of local institutions understand the 
EAC integration process. Burundi comes second with a general population awareness level of 66 per cent, followed by 
Tanzania (65 per cent), while Kenya lags behind at 46 per cent. 
 
In Rwanda, Kenya and Burundi, the surveys were conducted between September and November, 2011, while in Tanzania, the 
research was carried out between August and October 2010. According to Nelson Karanja, Senior Communications Manager at 
TMEA Headquarters in Nairobi, the survey in Uganda is still ongoing, but a 2009 survey there had put the awareness level at 
32 per cent. 
 
In Rwanda, the survey, which was conducted in collaboration with the Ministry of EAC Affairs, shows that the awareness is 
more about general understanding of the bloc, including membership and protocols. “Across the board, statistics indicate a 
significant lack of awareness about specificities of EAC among East African citizens,” Karanja told The New Times. For instance, 
the report says, many respondents did not differentiate between the EAC Common Market and Customs Union. 
  
The survey sampled 851 individuals and 150 institutions from all provinces and the City of Kigali. The country programmes 
director of Trade Mark East Africa, John Bosco Kalisa, highlighted the importance of the integration process to the citizens. 
“What we need now is the integration to go deep down to individual citizens. The ministry (in charge of EAC) and other actors 
should now move to leverage the increase awareness...it is an opportunity that should be exploited,” he said. 
 
On the general public perception, 34 per cent of respondents are “very optimistic” about benefiting from integration while 30 
per cent are “positive about the free movement of goods from one country to another, job opportunities, economic benefits 
and market access”. 
 
However, some Rwandans believe that the integration process might negatively impact on them, with some fearing that the 
free entry of the other EAC citizens might pose a security threat, while others feared they could be subject of harassment in 
other partner states, and entry of substandard goods into the country. 

 

 

VOICES FROM THE FIELD ON COMMUNITY SCORE CARD PROCESS 
 
Julienne is a local Agriculturalist and chair leader of women cluster on PPIMA project implemented by URUGAGA IMBARAGA 
in Muramba village in Gakenke district. She was elected in March 2011 by women cluster members to lead them in the 
implementation of a community score card process ; A community score card (CSC) process is a qualitative community based 
monitoring tool that is used for local level monitoring and performance evaluation of services, projects and even government 
administrative units by the communities themselves. 
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For local citizens, the first day of Community score card process is 
always very exciting, challenging and nerve-racking. Julienne smiles 
at the interview and argues that, at first I was scared and afraid of 
speaking like men in their own cluster on poor service delivery or 
mistakes done by local leaders. While Implementing the Community 
score card in my village has empowered me with self confidence 
and leadership skills , now it is easier for me to speak in public and 
sensitize women colleagues to share freely their own opinions at 
community dialogues. I feel relaxed with no fear to chat on 
governance and service delivery issues with a leader in a meeting. 
 
Julienne appreciates the Community score card for empowering her 

to understand well about government policies, her rights and obligations as a Rwandan citizen. Julienne’s enthusiasm and 
passion of guiding women in scoring process on public services, and sensitizing them on benefits of family planning, visiting a 
health centre occasionally during pregnancy period is vastly supported by advice and education donated by URUGAGA 
IMBARAGA through PPIMA project. 
 
PPIMA project seeks to help citizens to self-organize and acquire the skills they need to engage effectively in national and local 
level processes of policy formulation and implementation to ensure that policies work towards delivering improved services, 
especially for poor Rwandans. NPA funds 5 national NGO’s and 8 district based NGO’s in a consortium partnership with Save 
the Children and Care International. 
 

MOBILE PHONE SUBSCRIBERS INCREASE BY 1.2 PERCENT 
 
The number of active mobile phone users for the month of April increased by 1.2 per cent, according to figures released by 
industry regular Rwanda Utilities Regulatory Agency (RURA) early last week. The agency said the country’s mobile phone 
users increased by 54,955 users in the month of April to 4,508,666 up from 4,453,711 from the previous month.The statistics 
only represent MTN and TIGO. Figures for new entrant, Airtel, will be included by the end of this month, according to Regis 
Gatarayiha, RURA’s Managing Director. 
 
MTN Rwanda, the most dominant operator by market share, enlisted an additional 48,140 mobile users in its network to reach 
2,952,262 subscribers. On the other hand, TIGO Rwanda registered 6,815 users in the month of April to reach 1,556,404 
million from 1,549,589 the previous month. 

 
The statistics also indicate that the country’s mobile cellular penetration rate increased to 42 per cent from 41.6 per cent in 
March. The regulator projects the rate to stand at 60 per cent by December. 

 
With Airtel’s entry, RURA projects to have six million mobile phone users 
and 60 per cent mobile penetration rate by the end of this year. Rwanda’s 
mobile penetration is the lowest in the region after Burundi. 
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TANZANIA: REGIONAL COMMUNITY REVIEWS SECURITY AMIDST CHALLENGES, JUNE 

2012. 
 
Arusha — The East African Community (EAC) partner states security experts have held a meeting to review the regional 
security strategy to address the emerging security challenges in the region. The peace and security strategy is an operational 
policy document that mandates partner states and the secretariat to jointly plan and respond to issues of peace and security in 
the region. 
 
The operationalisation of the strategy however still awaits the finalization of the peace and security protocol, which is now 
before the EAC sectoral council on legal and judicial affairs for legal input and endorsement. EAC Deputy Secretary General in 
charge of Political Federation Dr Julius Rotich who opened the meeting said the region needs practical peace and security 
strategy to counter the various emerging security challenges. 
 
"We have to position ourselves strategically in light of new security threats such as maritime, piracy, money laundering, 
terrorism and cyber crimes, among others, with the view to ensuring that peace and stability in East African countries remain 
our top priority," he said at the opening five-day EAC partner states' experts meeting to review the regional peace and security 
strategy in Dar es Salam, Tanzania recently. 
 
Some 1.5 Billion people live in Fragile and Conflict affected States around the world, with a majority of these people (20 
countries) in Africa. This is why the ongoing International Dialogue on Peace building and State building (IDPS) is critical not 
just to the enabling environment of CSOs across Africa, but to the larger democratic and Human rights agenda of the continent. 
  
  

EAC CITED AS TRANSIT ROUTE FOR DRUGS 
 
The 2012 World Drug Report of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), released last week, shows heroin, cocaine and 
other drugs continue to kill around 200,000 people a year, shattering families and bringing misery to thousands of other 
people, insecurity and the spread of HIV. 
According to the report, an increase in heroin seizures has been reported, for example, in the coastal areas of East Africa, West 
and Central Africa, and North Africa, suggesting that Afghan heroin is being diverted to those areas. 
The report says heroin impounded in 2010 increased most notably in Kenya (from 8.5 to 35 kg in 2010), in Nigeria (from 104 
to 202 kg) and in Tanzania (from 7.9 to 191 kg). Globally Mexico is the leader at 37%, 2,313,115kgs, followed by United States 
of America (31%), 1,930,988kgs. 
  

Over 27 million people worldwide are problem drug users, with 
almost one per cent every year dying from narcotics abuse, 
while cannabis remains the most popular drug, according to 
latest UN report. “Global production and use of illegal drugs 
remained relatively stable last year,” the report found. Cannabis 
remained the most widely used drug with up to 224 million 
users worldwide, although production figures were hard to 
obtain, the agency said. The increasing use of heroin and drug 
injecting is also emerging as an alarming trend, particularly in 
Eastern Africa, it said. 
 
In Rwanda, a recent study conducted by the Ministry of Youth, 
in collaboration with Kigali Health Institute (KHI), shows that 
close to 53% of the youth between 14 and 35 years of age had 
consumed one or more substances at least once in their life 
time. The increasing abuse of drugs and consumption of alcohol 
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have been highlighted as one of the contributors to mental disorder in Rwanda. Yvonne Kayiteshonga, the head of the Mental 
Health department in the Ministry of Health, told The New Times that the majority of patients seeking treatment at various 
mental health units in the country are alcohol and substance abusers.   

 
According to the Ministry of Health, in Ndera Neuropsychiatric Hospital, patients with alcohol and drugs induced mental 
illness who were received increased from about 23% in 2010 to about 30% in 2011. This generally represents 746 patients 
out of 3,278 patients in 2010 to 989 patients out of 3,332 patients in 2011, respectively. A statement sent to The New Times 
indicates 16 % of the mental health cases in the country are due to drug abuse. Most of all those are in urban areas. “Due to 
regular substance/ use, one young man or woman out of thirteen (7.46 %) is alcohol dependent, one young man or woman out 
of twenty (4.88%) suffered from nicotine dependence and one young man or woman out of forty (2.54%) was cannabis 
dependent,” the statement said. 
 
Alcohol and drug abuse, are among fundamental causes of mental illness. Mental illness is defined as a health condition that 
changes a person’s thinking, feelings, or behaviour and that causes a person distress and difficulty in doing his or her daily 
routine. 
“Drug abuse is a problem that affects individual health, social interaction and naturally, it has a bad impact on economic 
development since drug addicted people are leaded to work absenteeism and dropping out from school,” Kayiteshonga 
explained to The New Times, adding that the use of psychoactive substances affects the brain by modifying one’s behaviours, 
perception, thoughts. 
 
With a six month campaign launched by the First Lady on May 26, 2012 against drug abuse especially among the young, 
government is optimistic that this strategy will curb this ever increasing abuse of drugs as well as mental health cases in the 
country. According to the UN Office on Drugs and Crime nearly 200 million people take drugs at least once a year. Of these, 25 
million are regarded as drug dependent. Every year 200,000 people die from drug-related illnesses. Young people are said to 
be more susceptible to drug abuse. 
Europe was the biggest market for cannabis, most of it coming from Morocco, although Afghanistan is becoming a major 
supplier and domestic production in Europe is also rising, the UNODC said. 

 
  

EAST AFRICA: MPs WANT RESTRICTIONS ON USED CARS 
 
Importation of used motor vehicles and the environmental hazards they pose is one of the key concerns legislators 
highlighted, in 16 June 2012, during a session of members of the standing committee on budget and national patrimony of the 
Chamber of Deputies with officials in the ministry of environment and natural resources (Minirena). 
 
EAC officials acknowledge that while transportation is crucial to the bloc’s economy, it is also a significant source of GHG 
emissions. The committee had sat to scrutinise the ministry’s budget allocations in the 2012/13 budget. The MPs noted that 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by used vehicles are a danger to public health. Abbas Mukama, the vice-chairperson of the 
committee inquired about imminent plans to rid the country of cars that pollute the environment. 
 
Minister Stanislas Kamanzi noted that his ministry with the Rwanda Bureau of Standards (RBS) is in the process of setting 
standards of vehicles to be allowed into the country and "limits on the levels of exhaust fumes they can emit." The Director of 

the Rwanda Environment Management Authority (REMA), Dr. Rose Mukankomeje, 
told MPs that a team comprising IRST, the Police, RBS and REMA is engaged in "a 
hard battle" with the private sector. "Our technicians recently held a meeting in the 
ministry of EAC Affairs so as to agree on the age limit of vehicles that can be allowed 
to enter Rwanda. Kenyans have done this and they agreed on eight years. Here, and 
in other countries, they wanted 10 years. 
 
"On Friday (last week), we exchanged e-mails [with the private sector] indicating 
that it is not acceptable. If we accept years higher than the Kenyans, they will 
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always buy vehicles and when they age, they will bring them here," she said, noting that allowing overly old vehicles into the 
country would bring about congestion and pollution. 
 
The REMA boss told MPs that their position is to go for eight years, like Kenya, to avoid the likelihood of older vehicles from 
the region being dumped in Rwanda. In a related development, a consultative meeting on the age limit of imported used motor 
vehicles entering the East African Community (EAC), held in Nairobi, Kenya, on Tuesday, decided on the need to harmonise the 
age limit of vehicles imported into the region. 
 
A related East African Business Council (EABC) statement e-mailed to The New Times says up to now, there is no consensus on 
the harmonisation of the standard. It noted that the Sectoral Council on Trade, Industry, Finance and Investment 
recommended that stakeholders who attended the meeting needed to provide a solution and come up with recommendations 
to policy makers on the way forward. 
 
EAC officials acknowledge that while transportation is crucial to the bloc’s economy, it is also a significant source of GHG 
emissions. As noted, causes of air pollution from transportation include; excessive use of the vehicles, age of the vehicle and 
technology used, poor maintenance and unavailability or improper use of appropriate fuels.  Variation in controls on age limits 
poses challenges on the harmonisation of East African Standard Code of Practice - testing of motor vehicles for roadworthiness 
regimes and technical regulations on road vehicles, standards and procedures for controls of used imported which jeopardises 
the cardinal spirit of regional integration. 
 
The Council of Ministers made a decision in 2007 to harmonise the age limit of vehicles imported into the region by April 
2009. The East African Standards Committee (EASC) has been working on the harmonisation of the age limit for imported 
second hand or used vehicles into the community. A proposal to adopt a tentative age limit of 10 years from the date of first 
registration among all the partner states with the exception of Kenya which wishes to retain the age limit of eight years was 
presented to the EAC Council of Ministers by the EASC in 2008. The Council of Ministers deferred the proposal to pave way for 
further stakeholder engagement. 
 

EAC, AU SIGN DEAL TO BOOST LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION 
 
The East African Community and the African Union Inter-African Bureau for Animal Resources (AU-IBAR), have signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to expand their co-operations in animal resources development. 
The deal seeks to improve human well-being and economic development in EAC. 
 
The MoU was signed on 6 June 2012 by EAC Secretary General, Amb. Richard Sezibera, and Prof. Ahmed Abdou Ali Elsawalhy, 
Director and Head of Mission, AU-IBAR, in a ceremony that took place at the EAC Secretariat in Arusha, Tanzania. The AU 
Commissioner for Rural Economy and Agriculture, Rhoda Peace Tumusiime, witnessed the signing. 
 

 
A local farmer nurses his cow. EAC and AU-IBAR have 
sealed a deal to promote livestock development.  
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EAST AFRICAN PARLIAMENTARY INSTITUTE LAUNCHED 
 
The Speaker of the East African Legislative Assembly, Rt. Hon Abdirahin Abdi on 31 May 2012 launched the East African 
Parliamentary Institute (EAPI). The establishment of the EAPI, a first for the region, now provides a unique opportunity for 
Parliamentarians and other stakeholders to sharpen their skills in parliamentary matters.   
 
 
Speaking during the launch, Rt. Hon Abdi noted that EAPI would build capacities in the region by providing training in short 
and long term skills-based courses and in that way, help to build careers of the targeted groups. He lauded the support 
received from the Summit of the EAC Heads of State and Speakers of the Partner States’ National Assemblies, whose 
contribution he said, made the inception of the institution possible. 
  
‘I am glad that the Assembly has today realised this objective. It was challenging as it met resistance in certain quarters and I 
thank the Heads of State for assenting to the EAPI Bill’, the Rt. Hon Speaker noted. The EAPI’s training targets 
Parliamentarians, Parliament staff, civil servants, representatives of the Private Sector, Civil Society and other stakeholders. 
The Speaker noted that EAPI had secured support from TradeMark East Africa (TMEA) to bring in a Consultant to augment 
initial seed funding to kick-start the process. He added that EALA and Partner States’ National Assemblies had likewise 

undertaken to support the activities of the new institute. 
 
The launch follows the assent of the EAPI Bill, 2011 into an 
Act of the Community. In September 2011, EALA passed the 
East African Parliamentary Institute (EAPI) Bill, 2011 
providing the legal framework for the establishment of the 
Institute. The EAPI Act inter alia establishes a mechanism for 
capacity and skills development to promote professionalism 
through establishment of the institute thus giving effect to 
article 5 (1) of the Treaty. 
 
EAPI’s main objectives include:providing a concentrated and 
relevant orientation program for new legislators and 
staff ;providing Parliamentarians, staff, government officials , 
Civil Society Organizations and other interested parties with 
an opportunity to exchange ideas in the context of their own 
experiences, knowledge, procedures and best practices in 

their legislatures ;enabling legislators to be responsive to global changes ; linking and collaborating with similar institutions 
globally. 
 
The EAPI aims at enabling beneficiaries better appreciate their role and place in the overall context of the Parliamentary 
system, leading to informed articulation of issues in relation to Parliamentary affairs. This is likely to address existing lacuna 
given the fact that not all Members elected to the August House have requisite training in legislation, oversight and 
representation - the core roles of Parliament. 
 

 

EAST AFRICA: EAC REGISTERING HIGH COMPETITIVENESS 
 
A new report, presented on June 18, 2012, at Rio+20 Conference by the UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) has 
indicated that the East African Community has registered several concrete steps to integrate the three pillars of sustainable 
development in the region. The report states that in spite of lingering challenges, and high levels of poverty persist, the EAC 
has managed to implement the three pillars of economic development, social inclusion and environmental protection.  
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The study also cites specific joint actions to ensure environmental 
sustainability, including the EAC climate change policy and strategy ; 
regional guidelines on environmental impact assessment and protocols 
on natural resources, however, adds that these actions need to be scaled-
up and replicated across the sub region. The report says that with the 
various interconnectivity projects between Uganda and Tanzania ; 
Ethiopia and Kenya and Kenya and Rwanda, the region has taken action 
to improve trade competitiveness through the improvement of regional 
hard and soft infrastructure, transparency and predictability of trade and 
the general quality of the business environment.  
 
The EU has sponsored the multination road project that will see the 
construction of the major road connecting the region from the major 
cities in EAC. Currently the road construction projects are being 
implemented by each of EAC member states. The report also highlighted 

key sub regional activities in agriculture, food security and climate change, describing EAC’s regional climate change policy 
and strategy as a good example of an integrated approach to the challenge posed by climate change. 
 
It also indicated that region faces serious "implementation challenges and constraints", including a lack of critical technical 
capabilities, but in order to address this aspect and shift to new and sustainable approaches to production, distribution and 
consumption, the region needs to specialized human skills, knowledge, logistical and technical resources- which are very 
lacking in the region. 
   

THE FOLLOWING ARE THE UPCOMING EVENTS 

1.  August 28-31st 2012, EACSOF 6th Annual Forum organised by EACSOF, Contact Dr. Martin Mwondha at 
eacsof@gmail.com or omwondha662@yahoo.com  

2. July 9th – 11th 2012, CCP-AU Board Meeting in Addis Ababa-Ethiopia, Contact Noleen Sang at ccpau2011@gmail.com     
3. July 12th 2012, African and Asean Civil Society Roundtable Dialogue in Addis Ababa-Ethiopia, contact Mr.Eyob Balcha 

at eyob.balcha@ccpau.org.  
4. UNNGOF Networking and building partnerships with various stakeholders.  
5. UNNGOF Dissemination of study findings on citizens views on EAC integration. 
6. UNNGOF Rollout of EAC Sensitization campaign in partner states. 
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