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 PREAMBLE 
 

1) Noting that the East African Community aims to be a people-driven and centered 
regional economic bloc; 

 

2) Noting that the civil society is a key stakeholder in the integration process and that it 
occupies an important place as stipulated under Article 127 of the EAC Treaty; 

 
3) Noting that the EAC has four integrative pillars namely: the Customs Union, Common 

Market, Monetary Union and ultimately, the Political Federation; 
 

4) Taking cognizance of the ratification by the Partner States on the EAC Common 
Market Protocol, 

 

5) Acknowledging the emergence of democratic space in the EAC region despite the 
persistence of human rights violation; 

 
We, participants of the 4th Annual EACSOF therefore resolve, commit and recommend 

to the EAC the following: 
 

1) Reaffirm support for EACSOF in its pursuit to influence socio-political and economic 
development in the region and take note of its institutional strengthening so far, 
interalia, a refined Strategic Plan (2010-2015), revised Mission and Vision 

statements and a newly developed mandate;  
 

2) Call for an inclusive engagement and involvement of all non-state actors (with 
particular reference to the civil society, media and the private sector) in the 

integration process to; obtain Observer Status while pursuing other meaningful 
means of engagement including institutionalization in the existing and new levels of 

discussions and negotiations at the EAC (from the Sectoral Committees to the Council 
of Ministers).  

 

3) Appeal to the EAC in the short term to ask the High-Level Task Force appointed by the 
EAC Council of Ministers to look into modalities of interpreting the EAC Treaty to allow 

for admittance of an “Observer Status” to the civil society at the EAC; 
 

4) Propose that in the mid-term, EAC establishes mechanism(s) including a Memorandum 
of Understanding enabling the uptake of issues that emanate from the annual EACSO 

Forum and work towards implementation of the same in line with EAC’s mandate as the 
regional economic bloc; 

 

5) In the long term, forge close working relationships between EACSOF and EAC that 
interalia enable partnerships with various organs of EAC including East African 
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Legislative Assembly (EALA) and East African Court of Justice (EACJ) and 
institutionalized mechanisms of feedback; 

  
6) Monitor the implementation of the Common Market protocol and domestication of 

the same by the Partner States. Further, that, developments in this important 
integrative step be noted with surveys taken to decipher citizens reaction 

accordingly; 
 

7) Reiterate and make every effort to ensure jurisdiction of the Common Market 
remains with the East African Court of Justice and not the national courts as dangers 
of Partner States passing judgment based on their interpretation of the EAC Treaty 

affecting jurisprudence persists. Either way, that, a systematic, open and credible 
way of selecting judges to the East African Court of Justice be undertaken by the 

Partner States. We also propose that EAC extends the jurisdiction of the East African 
Court of Justice to include handling of human rights cases brought before it; 

 
8) Note the developments so far with regards to the proposed draft HIV and AIDS 

Prevention and Management Bill 2010 and advocate for the Bill to be expeditiously 
enacted into law. Further reiterate the voice of the CSO fraternity as been important 
in the entire process and that Information, Education and Communication on HIV and 

AIDS, is key to stem stigma and discrimination; 
 

9) Involve the citizenry/civil society in terms of good governance by way of seeking 
their views/wide consultation on future regional Bills and ensure once assented to, 

the laws are adhered to and do not go contrary to priorities, context and 
environment of the citizens of EAC; 

  
Further, we the EACSOF delegates; 
 

10) Acknowledge developments at the EAC so far including, its desire to develop a 
framework towards instituting a Protocol on regional peace and security and a 

framework for conflict prevention and resolution mechanisms at the EAC Secretariat;   
 

11) Encourage EAC to urge the Partner States to adhere to democratic principles, 
diligence in administration of justice and sustain the fight against corruption. In the 

same vein, that Partner States shall embrace constructive criticism from non-state 
actors and stem any hostility for  such critique; 

 

12) Urge EAC Partner States to domesticate the Common Market Protocol and ensure 
harmonization of laws related to the Common Market as soon as the protocol comes 

into force;  
 

13) Urge the EAC to create specific budget lines to address specific issues and cross-
cutting themes of concern to the civil society such as HIV and AIDS prevention and 

management, gender and food security among others. Such resources need to go 
hand-in-hand with the formulation of policies and laws;  

  

14) Admonish and call for end to all forms of impunity and atrocities, within the EAC 
region and the continent.   Further that Partner States refrain from harassment meted 



 3 

out to human rights defenders and that they inculcate a conducive environment 
enabling freedom of expression; 

 
15) Urge governments to promote adherence to constitutionalism and democratic ideals. 

Recommend that the EAC & Partner States ensure free, fair and credible elections as 
the full cycle of elections in various Partner States commence this year and run 

through to the year 2012. Further, the role of civil society in the election process 
above should be realized and respected;  

 
16) Urge EAC and Partner States to support the work of local and national CSOs to 

proactively address issues within their national boundaries by sector and collectively. 

Encourage regional CSOs to be proactive in understanding emerging global 
dynamics as they attempt to address cross-cutting challenges within their own RECs 

such as poverty, HIV and AIDS and gender issues. The need to be proactive rather 
than reactive is imperative. Further, call on CSOs in the region to continue sharing 

experiences and best practices with their counterparts in order to develop effective 
networks towards the promotion of peace, democracy and human rights.  

 
17) Underscore the need for regional and continental CSOs to work closely and carry 

out advocacy with African Union (AU) organs and institutions; 

 
18) Urge the CSO fraternity to be at the forefront in mainstreaming of gender, youth, 

children, persons with disabilities and other marginalized groups, ensuring balance in 
all aspects of their work and ensure Partner States domesticate the ratified treaties 

and protocols on the protection of women and children;  
 

19) Acknowledge with gratitude EACSOF, EALS, GTZ, Oxfam, SIDA and all other 
stakeholders for their efforts and resources in putting together this important 4th 
Annual Forum. 

 
Signed in Arusha this twenty third day of April 2010 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  


