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Communiqué of the 6th Annual General Meeting of the East African CSO Forum 

 
Preamble  
 
We, the 69 members of Civil Society in our diversity gathered in Nairobi, Kenya for the 6th Annual 
General Meeting of the East African CSO Forum, which was held under the theme “Strengthening the 
Thematic Focus in the East African Integration Process”;  
 
Gathered to showcase our work, reaffirm the important role played by civil society organizations and 
the contributions that civil society organizations have made and continue to make towards East Africa’s 
political, economic, social and cultural development now and in the near future; 
 
Conscious of the need to build constructive relationships with the Governments of East African Partner 
States and development partners to deliver responsive and citizen-centered services and programs that 
will transform the political and socio-economic lives of East Africans; 
 
Committed to building a bright future in which prosperity, peace and dignified lives will become a reality 
for all East Africans, through the protection and responsible, equitable, sustainable use and 
management of natural resources; 
 
Devoted to promoting respect for all, defending of human rights, popular participation and sustained 
engagement of citizens in their governance through strong institutions, constitutionalism with free and 
fair rules of the game in electoral processes, peace and security in all the Partner States and the Great 
Lakes region, effective social service delivery, cooperation and unity among East African states and 
citizens; 
 
Do hereby share the key messages from the 6th Annual General Meeting of the EACSOF that: 
 

 There is urgent need to strengthen the EACSOF as a regional platform so that it is relevant and 
visible at the region and in the Partner States of East Africa 

 

 We need to galvanize our member efforts as EAC actors in bringing citizens together across East 
Africa, since integration is our core business as a civil society forum 

 

 We call upon civil society actors to build on their commonalities rather than their differences 
and celebrate their diversity  
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 We take note of growing ‘donor fatigue’ from external partners and therefore recognize the 
importance of mobilization of local resources, including citizens and private organizations for 
purposes of supporting the work of EACSOF 

 

 East Africa has a rapidly growing youth population that stands out as one of the most pertinent 
challenges for the region. Failure to create jobs and economic opportunities for a large, 
educated and increasingly urbanized youthful populace will have grave consequences for the 
region 
 

 Disability, which is a major cross-cutting issue across East Africa has not been effectively 
addressed by both governments and some civil society organization due deficiency of political 
will and knowledge. EACSOF will therefore take conscious and bold steps to advocate for public 
policies and programmes to reverse this injustice and make possible the ultimate correction of 
this anomaly 
 

 As civil society we are perturbed about the plight of children in the region.  Children’s lives in 
Africa remain vulnerable, extremely difficult, endangered and all too often tragically short.  
While there are modest gains in the economies of the region, children in East Africa are still 
more likely to be ill, less likely to be in school and more likely to die before the age of five than 
children in many other parts of the world.  As EACSOF we want to work to turn this situation 
around by advocating for better policies and programs for children across the region  
 

 East Africa is still faced with gross gender inequality!  The fact that there are still high levels of 
poverty, conflicts and severe economic hardships in our region is bad enough. However the 
greater concern is that women and men experience each of these challenges differently because 
of their differential access to and control of resources, which often places women into worse 
conditions. EACSOF, within its programming, will work with government and regional partners 
to address all forms of insecurities and suffering emerging from deeply entrenched gender 
inequalities across the region 
 

 As citizens’ organizations across East Africa, we will share information, increase our levels of 
communication and collaboration and develop a mechanism of knowledge management and 
lifelong learning  
 

 We condemn all forms of democratic deficits in East Africa that affect citizens in the region,  
including conditions that create civil wars and threats of potential wars around the Great Lakes 
Region, riots and civil unrest and many de-humanizing incidents that go unreported and un-
resolved in different parts of East Africa 
 

 The East African region is one that is rich in culture and cultural resources.  These need to be 
mobilized to generate economic vitality through tourism, crafts and cultural attractions and also 
use performance arts as mechanisms for conflict resolution and peace building. 

  
a) Democratic Governance:  

EACSOF will promote shared ideals of good governance and democratization across the EAC and will 
advocate for Partner States to enter into a Governance and Democratic Charter to operationalise Article 
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3 and 6 of the EAC Treaty and establish a harmonized constitutional order that democratizes access to 
power through reasonable tenure of office, term limits, a culture of regular free and fair elections at all 
levels of leadership.  
 

b) Peace and Security: 
There is a growing threat of polarizations, tensions, protests, civil unrest, violent conflicts and insecurity 
in East Africa and surrounding areas. Often it is marginalization, domination and exclusion of citizens 
that compromises the peace and security of the people of East Africa.  Partner States in the region need 
to take responsibility and involve civil society in building innovative mechanisms for resolving and 
transforming conflicts within the region 
  

c) Socio-Economic Wellbeing  
Civil society is concerned that despite some progress in the integration process tangible benefits in the 
livelihoods of the people are have been elusive as available evidence points to an increase in the 
number of East Africans leaving below the poverty line from 44 to 53 million. While civil society is 
committed to improving the wellbeing of citizens, we would like to call upon Partner States and the EAC 
to collaborate more closely with CSOs by including them in policy processes and legislative ventures in 
the integration process, which will bring citizen perspectives and accelerate EAC development 
processes.  
 

d) Environment and Natural resources 
There is urgent need to update & harmonize regional policy and practices to address fundamental 
challenges related to soil and land use, desertification, climate change, pollution, oil extraction and 
minerals, water resources and wild life. East African citizens, both for now and for future generations, 
require that EAC natural resources become sustainable and that trans-boundary pollutants are regulated 
 
 
 

e) Science and technology 
There is urgent need to harmonize laws and policies on Science and Technology and adopt a regional 
policy on Science and Technology that will address the need to accelerate  adoption and use of 
technology to improve human security and as a tool for citizen mobilization by civil society organizations 
and citizens.   
 
Conclusion  
As East Africa moves forward to more advanced levels of integration, EACSOF looks forward to a 
renewed commitment and sustained partnership between Governments and Citizens of East Africa for 
full realization of socio-economic and political transformation of the region. 
 
Signed for and on behalf of EACSOF: 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Richard Ssewakiryanga  
President  
 

 
Dr. Martin Mwondha 
Chief Executive Officer  


