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P. O. Box 12583 Plot 233, Oloirien Area, Perfect Printers Street. Arusha | Tanzania 

Tel: +255 786, 027, 746 / +255 687, 491, 489 

Email: info@easof.net / eacsof@gmail.com    

Website:  www.eacsof.net 

1
st
 April, 2015 

 

His Excellency, Dr. JAKAYA MRISHO KIKWETE,  

President of the United Republic of Tanzania, 

Chair of the EAC SUMMIT of HEADS of STATE, 

Dar-es-Salaam, 

The United Republic of Tanzania. 

 
Dear Sir, 

 

SUBJECT: CALL FOR APPROPRIATE MEASURES UNDER THE EAC 

FRAMEWORK TO PREVENT ELECTORAL VIOLENCE IN BURUNDI 

His Excellency the President— 

Preamble: 

EACSOF (East African Civil Society Organizations’ Forum) is the apex body for Civil Society 

Organizations (CSOs) operating in the East African Community (EAC). It is recognized under 

the East African Community Consultative Dialogue Framework (CDF) adopted by the Council 

of Ministers during its 26
th
 Meeting (EAC/CM26/DECISION 06). The Decision was made pursuant to 

Articles 127, 128 and 129 of the EAC Treaty under which Partner States agreed to create an enabling 

environment for Private Sector and Civil Society participation in the integration process. 

EACSOF, through its deliberations and engagements, has prioritized peace and security as one of 

its core areas of intervention. EACSOF’s mission in this area is to ensure that EAC Citizens and 

States are proactively engaged in seeking peace to secure social and economic progress while 

safeguarding the rights of all citizens. In its Governing Council meeting of March 26
th

/27
th

 in 

Naivasha, Kenya, EACSOF deliberated on the question of peace and security in Burundi in light 

of the coming elections and the environment thereof. It took note that general elections in our 

region have a direct relationship with the enjoyment of peace and security among citizens, a 
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critical concern of the EAC (refer Article 121 of the Treaty and the EAC Protocol on Peace and 

Security). 

His Excellency the President— 

Concerns over peace in Burundi in view of the coming General Elections: 

The Burundian people are at the moment trying to reconcile and consolidate peace and peace 

efforts after many years of conflict. Some of the important milestones in this process include the 

adoption of the Peace and Reconciliation Agreement signed on August 28
th

, 2000 in Arusha-

Tanzania; the cease-fire agreements that followed in 2003 which granted immunity to former 

rebel members; the promulgation of the Constitution of Burundi in 2005 following the 

Referendum was held on February 28
th

, 2005; as well as the 2005 and 2010 General Elections. 

Most notable is the Arusha Peace Agreement a result of tireless and costly efforts made by both 

Burundian stakeholders and the national and international community.  

The Arusha Peace Agreement provided a framework which influenced the design of institutions 

in Burundi. From the word go, the stakeholders defined the conflict as political with a significant 

ethnic dimension. It therefore emphasized that the design of institutions must respect criteria 

including balance in representation of ethnic groups, region and gender. The principles of power 

sharing and inclusivity were agreed upon to offer citizens of the Burundi opportunities to 

participate in public affairs with institutions of government being as inclusive as possible. 

As the countdown continues to the General Elections which shall be held in May 2015, serious 

concerns have been raised with regard to the state of peace in Burundi, namely: the likely 

recurrence of electoral violence due to controversial issues such as a third-term for the incumbent 

President; the alleged armament and paramilitary training of youth affiliated to the ruling party; 

and increased threats directed at human rights defenders, members of the clergy and citizens who 

oppose the third-term agenda. It is well understood that recently, tensions have developed even 

with the ruling party itself over the desire by the incumbent President to run for office for a third-

term. Signs of possible instability are everywhere and have led to widespread fear among the 

citizens.  

His Excellency the President— 

Our humble call to action: 

EACFOF calls upon your authority, that of the EAC organs and that of the Republic of Burundi 

and urge the following: 

1. The Republic of Burundi shall abide by the operational and fundamental principles as laid 

down in Articles 3(b), 6(d) and 7(2) and, further to that, respect the Constitution of 



 

 APPROPRIATE MEASURES TO PREVENT ELECTORAL VIOLENCE IN BURUNDI  

P
ag

e3
 

Burundi as interpreted in line with the Arusha Accord and take into account the principle 

of term limits and alternance as key elements of democracy; 

2. The Republic of Burundi shall abide by the Protocol on Peace and Security as laid down, 

among others, in Articles 3 and 5 of the EAC Protocol on Peace and Security as to 

prevent Burundi and the region from instability and a recurrence of genocide; 

3. The Republic of Burundi shall refrain from any interpretation likely to grant fraudulent 

access to power, the same being a huge risk of violence; 

4. The Republic of Burundi shall take all necessary measures to prevent electoral fraud and 

create an enabling environment for all stakeholders in the electoral process; 

5. The Republic of Burundi shall take clear and appropriate measures to prevent the youth 

affiliated to the ruling party from committing international crimes including crimes 

against humanity; 

6. The Republic of Burundi shall protect human rights defenders especially those involved 

in the ongoing debate on the elections and electoral process; 

7. The Secretary General of the EAC shall be instructed to closely follow the situation of 

Burundi and advise the Summit on the same; and  

8. That EACSOF is committed to partner with the EAC to undertake any programmes and 

actions to enhance stability in the region. In this regard, we urge His Excellency to 

specifically consider EACSOF in partnering in election monitoring and civic education in 

the forthcoming elections. 

Kindly receive, His Excellency the President, the expression of our highest consideration. 

Morris Odhiambo, 

President of EACSOF 

01/04/2015 

 

Copies to be served to: 

-His Excellency the President of the Republic of Uganda 

-His Excellency the President of the Republic of Rwanda 

-His Excellency the President of the Republic of Kenya 

-His Excellency the President of the Republic of Burundi  

-His Excellency the Secretary General of the East African Community  

-His Excellency the Secretary General of the United Nations  

-His Excellency the Special Representative of the African Union in Burundi 


