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EACSOF BI-MONTHLY E-
NEWSLETTER 
 
April 2009 
 
Dear Readers, 
 
Welcome to the sixth edition of the East 

African Civil Society Organisations’ Forum 

(EACSOF) E-newsletter. In this issue, we 

bring you the outcomes of the meeting of the 

3rd Annual East African Civil Society 

Organisations Forum 2009 held on March 20-

21, 2009, EACSOF’s move to commence 

members’ registration, and the formation of 

the EACSOF Tanzania National Chapter.. 

 

We also feature news from the East African 

Community (EAC) on the upcoming activities 

namely; the EAC Council of Ministers’ 

meeting and the Summit meeting. This e-

newsletter edition also introduce a 

Membership column for members to share 

with others important information that their 

organisation deem necessary as you will read 

in the last page of the e-newsletter. 

 

I wish you all happy reading. 

 

Ms. Joyce Kevin Abalo 

EACSOF Co-ordinator. 

 

 
EAST AFRICAN CSOs MEETING IN 
ARUSHA 

 

The third Annual EACSOs Forum on the 

theme “Strengthening Civil Society in the EAC: 

Sharing Experiences with other RECs” took place 

from the 20-21 March 2009. The Forum 

sought to evaluate the progress and 

understand how best to formulate effective 

strategies to influence the development of the 

EAC. Over 100 participants from across 

Africa attended the meeting. The event was a 

joint collaborative effort between EACSOF, 

the East Africa Law Society and the East 

African Community with the financial support 

from the German Technical Cooperation 

(GTZ) and the Swedish International 

Development Agency (SIDA).  

The two-day meeting held in Arusha discussed 

amongst others areas: - the need for civil 

society and governments to embrace the 

Responsibility to Protect norm, the role of 

governments and civil society in promoting 

good governance and prevention of conflict in 

building stable societies and a unified region 

and the need to enhance gender 

mainstreaming in the East African 

Community. Discussions also extended to the 

relevance of coming up with a regional law on 

HIV and AIDS in East Africa, the role and 

mandate of the African Court on Human and 

Peoples’ Rights and other Regional Economic 



 2 

Community Courts, Trade, and Strengthening 

Civil Society at the East African Community.   

The Pan African feel of the Forum was drawn 

from participation by members of civil society 

from both South Africa and West Africa. This 

ensured not only diverse contributions, but 

also facilitated the sharing and flow of best 

practises across the region.  

The Forum also elected a 15 members 

Governing Council that would lead the 

activities of the Forum over the next three (3) 

years. The discussions and recommendations 

emanating from the Forum were drafted in a 

Communiqué presented to the East African 

Community.  

 
EACSOF MARKS THE PROCESS OF 

FORMING ITS NATIONAL CHAPTER 

IN TANZANIA. 

 Civil Society Organisations in Tanzania are 

very much enthusiastic about forming the 

EACSOF Tanzania National Chapter. The 

move to form the Chapter came subsequent 

to the EACSOF meeting held in Arusha a 

month ago. The civil societies were inspired to 

move further and facilitate the civil society 

organisations in the integration process in 

Tanzania in a more coordinated manner. They 

hope to achieve the above objective through 

the EACSOF Tanzania National Chapter. In 

the same vein, the CSOs were quick to jump-

start by calling upon member CSOs from 

Tanzania for a brainstorming meeting. 

The move to start the Tanzania National 

chapter is being spearheaded by the Tanzania 

Association of NGOs (TANGO). TANGO is 

one of the organisations in Tanzania that was 

re-elected to the EACSOF Governing Council 

for the period 2009-2012. 

 

The aim of creating the EACSOF Tanzania 

chapter is to mobilise and strengthen Tanzania 

CSOs in the EAC regional integration process 

and to strategise how best they can reap from 

the integration process. 

According to the EACSOF Governing 

Council Member Tanzania, Mr. Nestory 

Masswe, the process of formulating the 

Chapter will take off at a slow pace to enable 

the EACSOF institutionalisation and 

consolidation in Tanzania take firm root 

before diverting its focus to the formation of 

the Forum national chapters.  

 

The idea of creating the national chapters in 

the EAC Partner States forms the core 

mandate of the EACSOF. We appeal to CSOs 

from other Partner States to begin 

conceptualising the idea if forming the 

EACSOF National Chapters to strengthen 

their regional integration activities.  
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EACSOF STARTS MEMBERSHIP 

REGISTRATION. 

 

EACSOF has started implementing the formal 

registration of its members. The move to 

register the members of the Forum came as a 

recommendation from the newly elected 

Governing Council during their first meeting 

after the 3rd Annual EACSOF which took 

place in Arusha in March from the 20-21 

2009. 

 

The Governing Council and the General 

Assembly adopted an Annual corporate 

membership subscription fee of USD 200 for 

the Forum. The Council further urged 

members to pay their Annual membership 

subscription for 2009 within six months from 

the date of the Forum meeting. 

Following discussions, it was agreed that 

members pay the subscription fee to the 

EALS bank account temporarily until such 

time that the Forum is duly registered and 

opens a bank account of its own. A receipt 

shall be written.   The bank details are as 

follows: 

 
Name of Account:               East Africa Law 
Society 
  
Account number (USD):      20 002 8006039 
  
Bank name:                         Barclays Bank (T) Ltd 
  
Bank Branch:                      Arusha Branch 

 
                                            P.O. Box 14652 
 
                                            Arusha-Tanzania. 
   
Swift Code:                          BARCTZTZ 
  
Correspondent Bank:         Barclays Bank New 
York 
  
Swift Code:                          BARCUS33 
  
Account number:                 050-03848-6 
  

The membership application form is available 

Please contact the Forum Coordinator, Joyce 

Abalo. Members are requested to fill and 

return the Application Form duly completed 

with all the required documentation and proof 

of payments of the Annual subscription to the 

Forum Coordinator C/o East Africa Law 

Society, P.O. Box 6240, Arusha, Tanzania 

 

News from the East African 
Community 
 

THE EAC COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 
IS MEETING IN ARUSHA 
 
The 20th Extra-Ordinary meeting of the EAC 

Council of the Ministers will be held from 26-

27 April 2009 at the Arusha International 

Conference Centre (AICC) to prepare for the 

Summit according to a dispatch from the EAC 

Department of Corporate Communications 

and Public Affairs.  

 

According to the EAC, the Council of 

Ministers’ meeting will be attended by the 
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Ministers responsible for East African 

Community Affairs and other Ministers of the 

Partner States as each Partner State shall 

determine. Among its functions, the Council 

promotes, monitors, and keeps under constant 

review the implementation of the programmes 

of the Community and ensures proper 

functioning of the regional organization. 

 

The Council of Ministers will discuss among 

other issues the following; 

 consideration of the annual report of 

the Council of Ministers to the 

Summit 

 recommendations on the appointment 

of new deputy secretaries general 

 consideration of a report on the EAC 

inter-organ strategic retreat. 

 
The Council of Ministers’ meeting shall 

precede the Summit which takes place on 

April 29, 2009. Also to attend both the 

Summit are Permanent Secretaries and Senior 

Government Officials responsible for various 

sectors involved in the East African regional 

integration; Diplomats and High 

Commissioners; as well as the Chief 

Executives of several regional and 

international organizations. 

 

We shall keep the Forum members informed 

of the report of the Council of Ministers to 

the Summit. 

 

THE EAC SUMMIT TO MEET IN 
ARUSHA 
 
 
The 10th Ordinary Summit of the Heads of 

State of the East African Community is 

scheduled to take place on 29 April, 2009 at 

the Ngurdoto Mountain Lodge, Arusha, 

Tanzania according to the EAC Department 

of Corporate Communication and Public 

Affairs. President Paul Kagame of Rwanda 

and current Chairperson of the Summit, 

President Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete of the 

United Republic of Tanzania, President Pierre 

Nkurunzinza of Burundi, President Mwai 

Kibaki of Kenya, and President Yoweri 

Kaguta Museveni of Uganda are expected to 

attend the Summit. 

 

Among the items on the agenda that the 10th 

Ordinary Summit will consider are the Report 

of the Council of Ministers; the Report of the 

National Consultations on Fast Tracking the 

East African Political Federation in the 

Republics of Rwanda and Burundi; progress 

report on the EAC Common Market 

Negotiations; EAC position on the proposed 

African Union Government; swearing in of 

Hon. Justice James Ogoola Munange 
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(Uganda) as Judge of the East African Court 

of Justice (EACJ); and appointment and 

swearing in of the new Deputy Secretaries 

General.  

 

We shall furnish our membership with the 

outcome of the EAC Summit subsequent to 

the Summit meeting.  

  
MEMBERS NEWS 
 
This column is a new establishment this 

month for member’s news. The objective of 

the Column is to provide a space for members 

to share with other CSOs in the region some 

of the important information and activities 

that has been and will be undertaken by their 

organizations and or partners and some other 

important advocacy information to gain 

support from membership. 

 

It’s on the above background that we urge 

members to send us that information so that 

we feature them for member’s consumption in 

this column. 

 

UGANDA LAW SOCIETY (ULS) TO 

HOLD AGM. 

 

ULS will be holding its Annual 

Conference/Annual General Meeting 

(AC/AGM) at Imperial Botanical Beach Hotel 

from 1st -2nd May 2009. The theme of the 

AC/AGM is “Media Rights, Freedom and 

Entrepreneurship Training for Lawyers” 

This year’s AC/AGM will also mark the 

election of the new Governing Council of the 

Society for the next one year.  

The AC preceding the AGM will feature 

presentations from prominent media experts 

and Lawyers from East Africa namely; James 

Nangwala, Media Association, Roselyn 

Odede, Fred Opolot from the Uganda Media 

Centre, Andrew Mwenda, etc. 

 

Topics to be presented in this Annual 

Conference are; Legal and Policy Framework 

for Media Rights and Freedoms in Uganda, 

Media Rights and Freedoms: A Practical 

Experience, and a Comparative Analysis of 

Media Law and Freedom of Expression in 

East Africa. 
 
For more information about the Annual 

Conference and the Annual General Meeting, 

Contact the CEO of Uganda Law Society, Mr. 

Tito Byenkya at byenkya.tito@uls.or.ug 
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