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LIST OF ACRONYMS 

 
ACHPR                     African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights   

AEC                           African Economic Communities    

APSEA                      Associations of Professional Societies in East Africa   

AU                             African Union      

COMESA                  Common Market for East and Southern Africa   

CSOs                          Civil Society Organisations     

EABC                         East African Business Council     

EAC                            East African Community     

EACJ                          East African Court of Justice      

EACSOF                    East African Civil Society Organisations’ Forum   

EACT                         East African Community Treaty     

EALGA                      East African Local Governments Association   

EALS                         East Africa Law Society     

EANNASO                Eastern African National Networks of AIDS Services Organisation 

EATUC                      East African Trade Union Council    

EAYC                        East African Youth Council     

ECOSOCC                 Economic, Social and Cultural Council     

ECOWAS                  Economic Community of West African States   

EISA                          Election Institute of Southern Africa    

FHRI                          Foundations for Human Rights Initiatives    

GTZ                           German Technical Cooperation     

ICRtoP                       International Coalition for the Responsibility to Protect  

ILO                            International Labour Organisations    

IRRI                           International Refugee Rights Initiatives    

NGO                          Non- Governmental Organisations    

OSIEA                       Open Society Initiative for East Africa     

PSC                            Peace and Security Council     

RECs                          Regional Economic Communities    

RtoP                           Responsibility to Protect     

SADC                        Southern African Development Community    

SIDA                         Swedish International Development Agency   

UN                             United Nations      

UNNGOF                  Uganda National NGO Forum     

WACSI                     West African Civil Society Institute    

WACSOF                 West African Civil Society Organisations’ Forum   
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INTRODUCTION 

 

The East African Civil Society Organisations Forum was born from the first regional workshop for 

Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) of the East African Community (EAC) as part of the EAC’s plan 

under its mandate to provide a forum for CSO engagement under Article 127(4) of the EAC Treaty. 

The workshop recommended that a forum; the EACSO Forum be established as an autonomous body 

to serve as an umbrella body of all NGOs and CSOs in the region, mandated to facilitate avenues for 

active engagement between Civil Society and the East African Community and its organs.  

To strengthen its institutional capacity, the Forum (EACSOF) established the Steering Committee in 

2006 during the first Annual East African Civil Society Organisation Forum to oversee the 

implementation of the recommendations vis-à-vis the establishment of the Forum. The Steering 

Committee met on several occasions since its institution in order to formulate the Forum’s guiding 

principles and constitution. The guiding principles and the constitution have been formulated and 

adopted during the 2
nd

 Annual Forum in 2007.  

 

This report covers the period from 20
th

 March 2009 to February 2010. The report presents activities 

undertaken by the EACSOF during this reporting period. Briefly, the Forum continued to publish bi-

monthly e-newsletters and dissemination to members, conducted the 3
rd

 Annual Forum, held CSOs 

focused group discussion in Rwanda and Burundi, Organised CSO consultation in Arusha for CSOs in 

Tanzania, conducted a two day strategic planning meeting for the Governing Council in Arusha, 

collaborated with the EAC and developed a draft  EAC CSOs Mobilization Strategy. The Forum 

further released a press statement on the ban of the Forum for Civil Society, Burundi.  The Forum has 

also conducted meetings with prospective donors to raise funds for its institutionalization, these 

development partners includes, GTZ, DFID, Trade Mark East Africa, Oxfam and a private consulting 

company (GOPA). The Forum was in addition to the above, engaged in several networking and 

collaborative activities which are further detailed in subsequent pages of this report. This reporting 

period was rather calm in terms of peace and security much as it witnessed a massive demonstration 

and riots in the republic of Uganda in November 2009 and Muslim demonstration in republic of Kenya 

in January 2010 where lives and properties were loss and destroyed.  

 

ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED BY THE FORUM IN 2009 

a) 3RD ANNUAL FORUM 

 

The 3
rd

 Annual East African Civil Society Organisations’ Forum on the theme “Strengthening Civil 

Society in the EAC: Sharing Experiences with other RECs” sought to evaluate the progress of civil 

society in the East African Community and understand how best to formulate effective strategies to 
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influence the development of the East African Community. Over 100 participants from across Africa 

were in attendance. The event was a collaborative effort between the East African Civil Society 

Organizations’ Forum under the aegis of (East Africa Law Society) and the East African Community 

with the financial support from the German Technical Cooperation (GTZ) and the Swedish 

International Development Agency (SIDA). 

The two-day meeting held at Arusha discussed amongst others the need for civil society and 

governments to embrace the Responsibility to Protect norm, the role of governments and civil society 

in promoting good governance and prevention of conflict in building stable societies and a unified 

region, and the need to enhance gender mainstreaming in the East African Community.  Discussions 

also included various human rights issues such as HIV and AIDS, the role and mandate of the African 

Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights and other Regional Economic Community courts, trade and 

strengthening civil society in the East African Community.   

A Pan African representation at the Forum was drawn from participation by members of civil society 

from East Africa, Southern Africa and West Africa. This ensured not only diverse opinions, but also 

facilitated the sharing and flow of best practises from across Africa.  

The Forum also elected a 15 member Governing Council that would lead their activities for the next 

three (3) years. The discussions and recommendations emanating from the Forum were drafted in a 

communiqué to the East African Community that is attached to this Report as annex 1.  

b) REGIONAL INTEGRATION SEMINAR FOR CIVIL SOCIETY 

ORGANIZATIONS 

 
EACSOF conducted regional integration seminars for Civil Society Organizations in Rwanda and 

Burundi with the aims of fostering understanding and close relationships between the new Forum and 

existing Partner States at the EAC level. To strengthen EACSOF, EALS in collaboration with the 

Forum conveyed meetings of the Burundi and Rwanda civil societies to discuss the structure of the 

EAC and better ways of interacting with its Organs and Institutions. The discussions were modelled on 

a roundtable and panel discussion formats, which deepened interaction and gave room for extensive 

deliberations and feedback from participants. 

 

Bujumbura, Burundi: The Forum held its Regional Integration Seminar on June 26, 2009. The 

Seminar modelled as a panel discussion attracted 15 participants. Delegates discussed CSOs 

participation in the EAC integration process and the opportunity of forming the EACSOF National 

Chapter. The latter was postponed to be established at a subsequent meeting. 

Kigali, Rwanda: EACSOF held its Regional Integration Seminar on June 30, June 2009. The 

roundtable was attended by 25 participants.After intensive discussion and interaction of the civil 
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society in the integration and the role of the Forum, delegates formally established their EACSOF 

National Chapter. They elected the national Steering Committee of the  

EACSOF National Chapter Rwanda. The list is attached to the report as annexed 2 

c) EACSOF CIVIL SOCIETY CONSULTATION MEETING IN ARUSHA 

  

In fulfilling its mandate, EACSOF has sought to establish national chapters in each of the Partner 

States of the EAC in order to better engage the EAC and monitor the integration process. It is on this 

basis that the consultative meeting on the theme “Voicing the Concerns of CSOs to the EAC” was 

convened to take stock of Tanzanian CSOs participation at the EAC. It was also intended to provide an 

opportunity for the civil society participants to interact and share with the EAC officials current issues 

particularly on the EAC Common Market Protocol negotiations and other integration issues that are of 

concern to the civil society.  

 The consultation brought together over 40 local and regional participants. The recommendations of 

this consultation was channelled to the EAC for further action and decision making by the national 

governments. The report and the communiquè of the same consultation recognized and used as 

background documents for the formulation of the EAC civil society mobilization strategy in Nairobi.   

The communiquè is attached to this report as annex 3. 

d) STRATEGIC PLANNING MEETING  

 

At the last Steering Committee meeting held on 18
th
 March, 2009 at the Corridor Springs Hotel in 

Arusha, the Steering Committee agreed that it was necessary for the Forum to engage in strategic 

planning to ensure the Forum’s sustainability. It was therefore decided that one of the key short-term 

objectives of the Forum would be the holding of a strategic planning retreat for the Governing Council 

to enable them chart the growth process of the Forum.  

Through the financial assistance of GTZ under its EAC strengthening program and with the support of 

EALS, the EACSOF Governing Council was able to meet for a two-day strategic planning session that 

was preceded by a CSO consultation for Arusha based CSOs on the theme “Voicing the Concerns to 

the EAC.” The strategic planning session procured a second draft of the strategic plan currently 

awaiting opportunities to complete. 

The retreat was however overshadowed by the sobering news of the death of Prof. Haroub Othman the 

past immediate Chair of the Steering Committee and key contact person for EACSOF President, 

ZLSC. The passing of Prof. Haroub Othman would be greatly felt and would be a monumental loss to 

the organisation.  

e) PRINTING AND PUBLICATION OF EACSOF ANNUAL FORA REPORTS 
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Subsequent to the 3
rd

 Annual Forum in March 2009, EACSOF embarked on the printing and 

publication of the three reports of the For a of 2006, 2008 and 2009. The last two reports were 

rewritten to make it user friendly and updated to suit the current readership. The Forum 

printed and published 1,000 copies of the three reports for dissemination to the wider CSOs 

fraternity. A soft copies of the three reports and translated communiques in French are 

included in Conference CD. The hard copy of the publication is placed in the conference 

binder for your information.  The Forum was also able to print and publish the report and 

communique of the CSO consultation meeting in Arusha with the financial assistance from 

German Technical Cooperation. The soft copy is in CD and the hard copy of the publication is 

placed in the participants conference binders. 

f) EAC-EACSOF CIVIL SOCIETY MOBILIZATION STRATEGY MEETING IN 

NAIROBI 

 

The meeting of the civil society mobilization expert was held from the 25
th

 -27
th

 November 

2009 at Silver Spring Hotel, Nairobi Kenya. The three days meeting was meant to formulate 

the EAC Civil Society Mobilization Strategy. This meeting saw the participation of EACSOF 

Governing Council and the representatives of national government in each Partner States. The 

EAC draft civil society mobilization strategy has the following purpose; 

 To provide space for civil society participation in deepening and widening the 

integration process 

 To institutionalize dialogue between the EAC  and the civil society 

 Enhance participation of the citizenry in the integration process 

For more information on the draft EAC Civil Society Mobilization Strategy, delegates can 

contact the EAC Officer in Charge of Gender and Community Development. 

 

g) LOBBY AND ADVOCACY  

 

In advacing its lobby and advocacy role, EACSOF Governing Council issued a press 

statement at a Nairobi meeting calling upon the Burundi government and the EAC Secretariat 

to intervene and uplift the ban placed in November 2009 on the Forum for Civil Society in 

Burundi( FORSC). The Press release was circulated to the Forum mailing list and publiched 

in the East African. The Governing Council Press Statement is appended to this report as 

annex 4 
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h) NETWORKING AND COLLABORATION CONDUCTED 

 UNECA Expert meeting in Ethiopia 

 

EACSOF participated and contributed to the “Brain Storming workshop on reviving the 

African Centre for Civil Society”. The meeting was organized by the Governance and Public 

Administration Division (GPAD) of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa 

(ECA). The meeting took took place from 19-20 December 2009 at the United Nations 

Conference Center in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.    

The African Centre for Civil Society (ACCS) was established in 1992 with a belief that civil 

society organizations in Africa have a special role in expressing the collective will and 

aspirations of the people. Through these organizations, people who otherwise would not have 

opportunity to articulate their needs and wishes were able to do so and affect changes. It was 

precisely for the above reason that ECA considers equipping African civil society 

organizations with the necessary organizational and institutional skills as an essential aspect 

of building and strengthening democracy and good governance.  

The objective of the “Brain storming workshop on reviving the African Civil Society Center” 

was to review and define the role of the UNECA/GPAD Civil Society Centre and build its 

capacity to effectively contribute towards the strengthening of African CSOs and to support 

the participation of African civil society in development and governance processes.  

 

The meeting delivered the above objective and recognised the on-going efforts, by  the 

African CSO sector especially NGOs have grown significantly and rapidly in numbers over 

the last few decades and have become increasingly important in terms of participation in the 

development and governance processes. It noted however, that the nature of civic engagement 

in African countries varies widely across sub regions and across countries and still need more 

effort. EACSOF was represented in this meeting by the Coordinator, Ms. Joyce Kevin Abalo. 

 

EAC- CSO REGIONAL CONFERENCE, BUJUMBURA, BURUNDI 

 

The Forum also attended the meeting orgnised by the EAC to input on the EAC Draft 

Framework of good governance and public accountability in Burundi. The meeting 

highlighted on the status of EAC integration, sought CSOs input into the EAC Draft 

framework on good governance and public accountability, provided expert  presentation on 

the role of civil society in promoting good governance and public accountability in the region. 
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At the Conference, the EAC political department promise to collaborate with EACSOF in 

strengthening civil societies in the integration process. 

 CENTRE FOR CITIZEN PARTICIPATION  AT THE AFRICAN UNION 
MEETING 

 

The Forum was invited to one day meeting for CSOs convened by the Centre for Citizens’ 

Participation at the African Union (CCP-AU) in Addis Ababa on the 18
th
 September 2009 at 

the Panorama Hotel. About 30 civil society organizations across the African continent 

attended the meeting. 

The objectives of the meeting were four folds; 

To understand the purpose of the CSOs engagement Strategy with the African Union and 

receive information and updates on the activities so far done as well as discuss in groups and 

come up with recommendations on structure and program questions (Output) of the CCP-AU; 

To discuss the existing issues regarding the current structure of the CCP-AU;  

To come to an understanding on the need to harmonize and explore the options for 

coordination with the CSOs in the continent in regard to working with the African Union and; 

To come up with the 1-3 years strategy and plan of action for the CCP-AU.  

The meeting discussed how to manage the relocation/transitional period of CCP-AU,  in terms 

of time frame, operational issues with the different themes which formed the plan of action, 

when the registration in Ethiopia will be acquired, whether  it proper to continue to host CCP-

AU with an organization that is not legally registered and if the Vision and mission of the 

CCP-AU is inclusive of its mandate as a Pan African Platform for CSOs engagement with the 

CCP-AU (strengthening the collective position). It further reviewed the thematic focus of the 

CCP-AU as follows; Economic justice which also included Agriculture, HIV/AIDS, AU 

integration, Democratic Governance, Peace and Security which also included international 

justice and jurisdiction, Gender Equality and Women Rights, Conflict and Human Security, 

Health Environment and Sanitation. 

The meeting provided a learning for the effective formation and aligment of the Forum in 

terms of structuring and the best practices. 

DEMISE OF PROF. HAROUB OTHMAN, FORMER PRESIDENT OF EACSOF 

 

Prof. Haroub Othman who passed away in June 2009 was Chairman of EACSOF, Chair of 

Zanzibar Legal Services Centre and an active member of the Zanzibar Law Society (ZLS).  

He was instrumental in the initiation and establishment of EACSOF, EALS, SADAN KPTJ 
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and many others.   

Prof. Othman was a champion of justice, democracy, just constitutionalism and respect for 

human rights in the region. The late academician “rallied troops” to save the situation in 

Kenya in late 2007 and early 2008 at the height of the post election violence following the 

disputed elections in December 2007. 

The late prof. Othman shall be dearly missed by the CSOs fraternity 

May his soul rest in eternal peace 

Amen. 

EACSOF ACHIEVEMENT 2009 

 

 There has been increased  interest by the CSOs in the region to particularly formalised 

their  membership to the Forum 

 The Forum has been registration in Tanzania 

 Considered progress towards instutionalization of the Forum as an institution in terms 

of procuring a box number in Arusha, opening a bank Account at Barclays bank 

Arusha 

 The Forum has been able to work very closely with the East African Community. 

During this reporting period, the Forum was able to organize joint meetings with the 

EAC i.e. 3
rd

 Annual Forum, EAC-CSOs expert meeting in Nairobi etc. 

 The Forum was able to come up with the second draft of EACSOF strategic plan 

 The Forum gained regional recognition as promising regional platform for collective 

voice for CSOs in the EAC integration process.  

CHALLENGES 

 

 There is still limited information on the Forum and the EAC and how the 

CSOs can engage the two institutions in the region 

 Financial constraints have continued to affect the programmes of the 

Forum as the strategic plan is being finalised and talks with development 

partners is ongoing and few members have paid membership fees. 

 Formal engagement with the EAC is still difficult due lack of policy 

framework, rules and creteria at the EAC for EACSOF engagement. 
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TREASURER REPORT 

 

During the Financial year 2009, EACSOF activities was funded by Swedish International 

Development Agency, German Technical Cooperation Agency through the EALS. The 

Income and Expenditure report of the Forum summarised in a table below reflect funds paid 

directly to EACSOF as membership fees; 

Income and Expenditure Accounts for EACSOF FY2009 

S/N Source of Funding Amount Balance 

1 Membership Fees   

  Zanzibar Legal  Services 

Centre 

 

$200 

 

$50 

  Africa Youth Trust $250 $00 

  Southern and Eastern 

Africa Trade Information 

Initiative (SEATINI) 

 

$250 

 

 

$00 

 

  Hurinet Uganda $170 

 

$80 

 

  Arusha NGO Network $250 $00 

Total Income $1,120 

 

$130 

Total Expenditure $000 

 

Note. There were few payments of membership fees as majority of CSOs opted to pay 

directly to the Forum account which was only opened early this year. 

 

Members have started making payments to the Forum since the information on the accounts 

being opened have been disseminated to them. 

 

We urge all members of the Forum to pay their membership as sustainability of the  Forum is 

depended on members annual subscription payments. 
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APPENDICES  

Annex 1 

COMMUNIQUÉ OF THE PARTICIPANTS ATTENDING THE 3
rd

 EAST AFRICAN 

CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS’ FORUM (EACSOF)  

 

CORRIDOR SPRINGS HOTEL, ARUSHA, TANZANIA MARCH 20-21, 2009. 

 

Noting that that one of the fundamental principles of the East African Community is that the 

Community is a people-driven Community as provided for by Article 7 of the Treaty for the 

Establishment of the East African Community; 

 

Noting that the civil society is a key stakeholder in the integration of the citizens of the EAC 

and that it occupies an important place in the process; 

 

Noting that the EAC has four pillars namely Customs Union, Common Market, Monetary 

Union and ultimately, the Political Federation and that the participation of citizens is 

fundamentally interdependent on reinforcing a common East African identity; 

 

Noting that democratic spaces are emerging in the EAC region although inequality and 

violation of human rights still persist; 

 

Noting that the clear necessity to integrate the Responsibility to Protect norm (RtoP) 

characterized by the requirement to protect the region against genocide, war crimes, ethnic 

cleansing and crimes against humanity within the EAC; 

 

We, the participants of the 3
rd

 Annual EACSOF therefore resolve and recommend to the EAC 

to: 

 

Reaffirm the need for institutional strengthening of the EACSOF in its pursuit to influence 

development in the region and the institutionalization of the Forum as an annual medium for 

interface with the Summit of the EAC.  

 

Call for an all inclusive nature and involvement of all non-state actors (with particular 

reference to the civil society) in the formal structures of the integration process and its full 

participation and institutionalization in the levels of discussions and negotiations at the EAC 

(from the sectoral committees to the Council of Ministers). Civil society should be consulted 

in the on-going negotiations (at the national country committees) on the EAC Common 

Market and the Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) with the EU-ACP.   

 

Acknowledge developments at the EAC so far including its development of a Framework on 

good governance and anti-corruption and its attempts towards instituting conflict prevention 

and resolution mechanisms at the EAC Secretariat.   

 

Promote good governance in national Partner States through democratic principles, adherence 

to rule of law, diligence in administration of justice and in fighting against corruption.  

  

Admonish and call for the end to all forms of impunity and Human Rights violations and 

appeal to the adherence to the rule of law and democratic principles within the EAC region 
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and the continent.  

 

Urge governments to promote adherence to the RtoP norm and for the EAC Partner States and 

the continent to accept their responsibility to protect their populations against genocide, 

crimes against humanity, ethnic cleansing and war crimes and to recognize the role of civil 

society in the implementation of these principles;  

 

Undertake to fully support the East African chapter of the International Coalition of the 

Responsibility to Protect (ICRtoP) and the peace and security architectures within the African 

Union in general and the EAC in particular;  

 

Support local and national Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) to proactively address issues 

within their boundaries by sectors and collectively; 

 

Encourage regional CSOs to be proactive in understanding of the emerging global dynamics 

as they attempt to address cross-cutting challenges within their own RECs such as poverty, 

HIV and AIDS and gender issues. The need to be proactive rather than reactive is imperative. 

Further, call on Civil Society Organizations in the region to continue sharing experiences and 

best practices with their counterparts in order to develop effective networks towards the 

promotion of peace, democracy and human rights.  

 

Involve CSOs in a participatory manner and work closely with the East African Legislative 

Assembly (EALA) in the development of legislation.   

 

To be at the forefront in mainstreaming of gender, youth, children and other marginalized 

groups, ensuring balance in all aspects of development and ensure that Partner States 

domesticate the ratified treaties and protocols on the protection of women and children.  

 

Underscore the need for regional and continental CSOs to work closely, carry out advocacy 

with African Union (AU) organs and with institutions who apply policies of the AU. 

  

Extend the Jurisdiction of the East African Court of Justice (EACJ) to include handling of 

human rights cases brought before it and to institute best practices in the selection of Judges 

to the Court. 

 

Express our gratitude to the EALS and EAC for hosting the 3
rd

 Annual EACSOF. 

 

Signed at Arusha Corridor Springs Hotel, Arusha this twenty first day of March 2009  

 

Annex 2 

ELECTED NATIONAL STEERING COMMITTEE EACSOF RWANDA 

S/N Title  Organisation Contact 

 

1 President 

Ms. Nyiramatama Zaina 

HAGURUKA(Association 

Pour la Defense des Droits 

de la Femme et de l’Enfant) 

P.O. Box 3030 

Tel: +250 0252585709 

Cell:+250 788300834 
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 +250783217213 

E-mail:jmunyana@yahoo.fr 

www.haguruka.org.rw 

2 Vice President 

Ms. Mary Balikungeri 

Rwanda Women Network 

 

P.O. Box 56, 

Kigali, Rwanda 

Tel: +250252583662 

Fax: +250252583662 

E-mail: 

info@rwandawomennetwork.org 

3 Treasurer 

Mediatrice Mukarugwiza 

DUTERIMBERE P.O. Box 6719 

Kigali, Rwanda 

Tel: +250570129 

E-mail: dut-i.m.f@rwanda1.com 

4 Secretary General 

Ms. Dr. Immaculate Mukatete 

Faith Victory Association-

FVA 

P.O. Box 2800, 

Kigali, Rwanda 

Tel: +250 

583899/08301454/0854103 

Fax: +250 583899 

E-mail: faithvic88@yahoo.com 

5 Member 

Ms.Veneranda 

Nzambazamariya 

Reseau Des Femmes 

 

P.O. Box 2368 

Kigali, Rwanda  

Tel: +250 86350, +250 86351  

Fax: +250 86350  

E-mail:  

6 Member CLADHO 

 

P.O. Box 3060  

Kigali, Rwanda 

Tel: +250 572740  

Tel/Fax: +250 574292 

E-Mail: cladho@rwanda1.com 

info@cladho.org 

7 Member 

Mr. Karekezi Thaddee 

Civil Society Platform 

 

P.O. Box 6333 

Kigali, Rwanda 

Tel:+250 55102513 

http://www.haguruka.org.rw/
mailto:info@rwandawomennetwork.org
mailto:dut-i.m.f@rwanda1.com
mailto:faithvic88@yahoo.com
http://www.iiav.nl/scripts/wwwopac.exe?DATABASE=mapbrief&os=x&TAAL=eng&OPNIEUWZOEKEN=&OPAC_URL=&A7=Rwanda&INGANG=Rwanda&GEZOCHTOP=Rwanda&LIJST=organisatie&ALFABET=nee&isutf8=1&SRT1=A1
mailto:cladho@rwanda1.com
mailto:info@cladho.org
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E-mail: 

rwandacsplatform@hotmail.com 

karekezi@hotmail.com 

 

Annex 3 

COMMUNIQUÉ OF THE PARTICIPANTS ATTENDING THE CIVIL SOCIETY 

CONSULTATION MEETING ON “VOICING THE CONCERNS OF CSOs TO THE 

EAC” 

Wednesday 15
th 

JULY, 2009  

East African Hotel, Arusha, Tanzania 

Noting that the East African Community (EAC) is a people-driven Community as provided 

for by the Treaty for the Establishment of the East African Community; 

 

Noting that the EAC has showed willingness and commitment to CSO participation in its 

activities; 

 

Noting that the East African Civil Society Organisations’ Forum (EACSOF) met in March, 

2009 and resolved to engage the EAC at the National and regional level; 

 

Noting the need for the collective voice of civil society to be heard and for CSOs to 

effectively and proactively participate in the programs, projects and activities of the EAC; 

 

Noting the Partner States commitment to good governance under the Treaty and the need to 

further entrench accountability, transparency, social justice, equal opportunities, gender 

equality, as well as the recognition, promotion and protection of human and peoples’ rights in 

the region;  

Noting the pace of integration in the region and the soon entry into a common market a strong 

need to further inform and catalyze citizens participation in the EAC;  

 

We, the participants of the East African Civil Society Organisations’ Forum consultation 

therefore resolve and recommend to the EAC to;  

 

Amend the rules of procedure on granting observer status to allow further access for NGOs;  

 

Avail and widely disseminate key EAC documents across the Partner States in English, 

Swahili and French to enable a critical mass of the civil society to be aware of the regional 

integration process; 

 

Partner with EACSOF in conducting its outreach programs and further engage, collaborate 

and participate in civil society programs, projects and activities; 

 

Develop systems and mechanisms to ensure shared and common resources are equitably and 

sustainably used and ensure prevention of conflict over these resources; 

 

mailto:rwandacsplatform@hotmail.com
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Urge Partner States to urgently consider the plight of refugees and internally displaced people 

and adhere to ensuring peace and security prevails in the region; 

 

Re-affirm its commitment to ending impunity and  entrenching rule of law, human rights and 

democratic principles;  

 

Take the initiative in ensuring the upcoming general elections in the region (Tanzania 2010, 

Burundi 2010, Rwanda 2010, Uganda 2011, Kenya 2012) are held in a peaceful and 

democratic manner, under the realm of the law and that the civil society remains engaged in 

civic education programmes, observing and monitoring the process through the pre and post 

election period(s).  

 

Signed at East African Suite Hotel, Arusha this fifteenth day of July 2009                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

Annex 4 

Press Statement made by the Governing Council of East African Civil Society 

Organisations Forum (EACSOF) on the banning of FORSC (Forum pour le 

Renforcement de la Société Civile) by Burundi Government. 

 

We, members of the Governing Council of East African Civil Society Organizations Forum-

EACSOF-meeting in an Experts Meeting on the Strategy of Mobilisation of Civil Society 

under the auspices of the East African Community from November 25
th

 to 27
th
 at Silver 

Springs Hotel in Nairobi, Kenya, 

Having learnt with great concern that a member of the Governing Council of EACSOF, the 

Civil Society Forum - Forum pour le Renforcement de la Société Civile (FORSC) – from 

Burundi was recently banned by the ministerial measure No. 530/1450/ of 23
rd

 November, 

2009 annulling the measure of the same ministry, No. 530/514 dated May 26
th

 authorising 

FORSC to operate; 

Having learnt that the FORSC delegate to this meeting was barred from travelling to this 

meeting by Burundi Ministry of Home Affairs using the immigration police and that the 

delegate could only join this consultation very late; 

Considering that the banning of FORSC violated major international and regional instruments 

that bind the Government of Burundi, namely Article 20 of the Universal Declaration on 

Human Rights, 1948, Article 22 of the International Covenant on the Civil and Political 

Rights, 1966, and Article 10 of the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, 1981; 

Considering that the East African Community Treaty which is at cross purpose with the 

Constitutive Act of the African Union establishing the Community binds all Partners States of 

EAC including Burundi to provide space to Civil Society Organisations, under Article 127 of 

the Treaty and that Burundi as a partner state has violated the Treaty; 
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Recalling that one of the fundamental principles of the East Africa Community is that the 

“Community is a people-driven Community” as provided for by Article 7 of the Treaty for the 

Establishment of the East Africa Community; 

Considering that the banning of FORSC violated the right to freedom of association and of 

assembly which are guaranteed by Article 32 of Burundi Constitution and the above quoted 

obligations; 

Noting that the Civil Society is a key stakeholder in the integration of the citizens of the EAC 

and that it occupies an important place in the process; 

We, members of the Governing Council of EACSOF, hereby petition Government of Burundi 

in particular the President of the Republic of Burundi, H.E. Pierre Nkurunziza to consider the 

banning of FORSC with view to rescind the same and appeal to the Secretary General of the 

East African Community, Amb. Juma Volter Mwapachu to prevail over the Government of 

Burundi to avail a suitable operating environment of EACSOF regionally and its national 

chapter of which FORSC is a founder member; 

We urgently call on the Government of Burundi to review the ban imposed on FORSC with 

immediate effect; 

In the same regard we call on the EAC to immediately prevail on Burundian Government for 

immediate lift of the ban on FORSC. 

Done on this 27
th
 day of November 2009 in Nairobi, Kenya 

Signed 

 

Prof. Chris Maina Peter 

President, 

East African Civil Society Organisations Forum (EACSOF) 

 

Annex: List of Participants 

Name Organisation E-mail 

Mr. Joe Muiwki NAPEAR nephka592003@yahoo.co.uk 

Mr. Rutayisire Fidèle PROFEMMES RWANDA profemme@rwanda 1.com; 

 fidelisca2000@yahoo.fr 

Mr. Vuningoma CCOAIB ccoaib29@rwanda1.com 

mailto:2003@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:fidelisca2000@yahoo.fr
mailto:ccoaib29@rwanda1.com


 18 

Faustin 

Mr. Nyanzi Deo Uganda National NGO 

Forum 

d.nyanzi@ngoforum.or.ug 

r.ssenakiryanga@ngoforum.or.ug 

Mr. Job Ruzage Human Rights First 

Rwanda 

jruzage@yahoo.com 

Mr. Petro P. Ahham ANGONET/MESO mesotz@hotmail.com 

Ms. Nijembazi 

Espérance 

AFJO Burundi nijembazie@yahoo.fr 

Dr. Nahimana David Ligue Iteka/Burundi nahimana_david@yahoo.fr 

iteka@cbinf.com 

Ms. Nivatiti Nandujja EASSI eassi@eassi.org 

eadge@eassi.org 

Mr. Dismas Nkunda IRRI dismas.nkunda@refugee-rights.org 
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